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Cemetery Number: 9

PIN #: 261917005451

Name: Packer Cemetery #1

Address: Route 1t Mystic

Status: ~otin use

Lot Size: .85 acres

Directions: From Allyn Streett tum onto Route 1 south. Cemetery is just before
Mystic Ice House. Park at Ice House

Group in Charge: Town of Groton

Number of Markers: Approximately 150

Earliest: 1722

Family Names: Packer, Eldredget Burrowst Tiftt Sawyert Lathamt Marston t ~i1es,

Wrightman, Fish, Morgan

SymbolslUnusual Stones: A variety of types of soul effigies and willow and urn
motifs.

Design Elements: Markers are in rows perpendicular to road. Lots of trees. A tree
surrounded family plot (trees are overgrown now)

Enclosure: Rustic stone wall with iron entrance gate.

Ground Conditions: Good: grass is well maintainedt but many trees are overgrown
and block some markers.

Stone Conditions: Most are in good condition. Some old sandstone markers are badly
flaked and have little or no carving left. Some are leaning, stacked or broken.

Historic Significance: Sea captains and their families. ~otably: Captain Daniel
Packer

Hazards: ~one other than the trees

Recommendations: 1) Resett mend markers. 2) Cut back trees. 3) Create a cemetery
association. 4) Document markers which are in poor condition. 5) Sign marking
cemetery and significance. 6) Map locating family plots and significant markers.

Date: 6/12/96
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Packer Cemetery #2

Surrounded completely with stone walls, and screened from Ocean View
Avenue by overgrown trees, Packer Cemetery #2 seems secluded from the quiet
subdivision which surrounds it. Entrance to the cemetery is from a path at the end of
the road, however, the entrance gate is now long gone. Carl C. Cutler, one of the
founding fathers of the Mystic Seaport and a local historian is buried here. In addition,
there are a few markers which have willow and urn motifs on them. Unfortunately,
some of them are very close to the wall, and face the wall, making them difficult to
read. The overgrown brush also makes it difficult, or even impossible to read some of
the markers.
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Cemetery Number: 10

PIN #: 261805071772

Name: Packer Cemetery #2

Address: Off Ocean View Avenue

Status: Possibly in use'

Lot Size: .95 acres

Directions: From route 1, tum onto Ocean View Avenue and follow to end. Follow
grass path to cemetery : entrance is on left

Group in Charge: Town of Groton

Number of Markers: Approximately 35

Earliest: 1824

Family Names: Packer, Tillinghast, Cutler, Irving

Symbols/Unusual Stones: A few willow and urn motifs. Large family monument
markers

Design Elements: Markers are in straight lines, almost in sections by family.
Randomly placed trees

Enclosure: Stone wall on all sides. Entrance opening, but gate has been removed

Ground Conditions: Decent to good: grass is mowed but left on ground. and is not
trimmed near markers. Trees/bushes are overgrown and block markers near wall. It is
possible that maintenance had not been finished for the day.

Stone Conditions: Most in good condition. some are leaning. a few have lichen
problems. some are broken or knocked over

Historic Significance: Carl C. Cutler is buried here

Hazards: None are obvious

Recommendations: l)cut bushed back. 2)reset, clean, fix markers after consulting
conservator. 3) erect a sign for the cemetery -

Date: 6/17/96
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Palmer CemeteQ'

Completely landlocked, Palmer Cemetery can be reached by walking up past
houses on Brooleview Court. The Brooleview subdivision poses threats to the cemetery
simply by being so close to it. Already, damage may have been done by workers
entering the cemetery to conduct survey work and not being careful with the markers.
A few sandstone markers with willow and urn symbols can be seen here, however, they
are badly flaking and are difficult to read.
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Cemetery Number: 23

PIN #: 260815535186

Name: Palmer Cemetery

Address: At north end of Brookview Court, beyond housing subdivision

Status: Not in use

Lot Size: .23 acres

Directions: Follow Route 1 up Fort Hill and tum onto Groton Long Point Road
(Route 215). Tum right at second entrance to Brook Street. Tum right onto Brookview
Court and park at end of cuI de sac. Walk up dirt path to cemetery entrance.

Group in Charge: Town of Groton

Number of Markers: 25 plus footstones

Earliest: 1768

Family Names: Palmer, Brown, West, Franklin, Chipman, Mason

Symbols/Unusual Stones: Death head

Design Elements: Markers are in straight lines all facing same direction

Enclosure: Rustic stone wall on all sides

Ground Conditions: Good: needs mowing

Stone Conditions: Decent to poor: most either need to be reset or cleaned. Some are
badly flaked and cannot be read anymore.

Historic Significance: Cousins of the Stonington Palmer family are buried here

Hazards: New development all around cemetery could be a hazard

Recommendations: 1) Cut grass 2)Reset and gently clean markers 3) Erect a sign
with name and stating history/importance of cemetery 4)Make sure cemetery is
protected

Date: 6/24/96
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Park Cemetery # I

Located behind a water tower, Park Cemetery must be reached by paths from a
driveway off Nantucket Drive. The cemetery is surrounded by trees, which drop a
large number of pine needles into the cemetery. The markers are simple, without
symbols carved on them and are all Parks family members. Unfortunately, Park
Cemetery #2 has disappeared and become a backyard.
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Cemetery Number: 6

PIN #: 271017102683

Name: Park Cemetery #1

Address: Behind water tower, off Lamphere Drive and Nantucket Drive

Status: Not in use

Lot Size: .25 acres

Directions: From Route 1, tum onto Allyn Street (name changes to Cow Hill Road).
Tum left at light at top of hill onto Lamphere Road. Tum right onto Nantucket Drive.
Tum right into driveway leading to playground and water tower. Follow path next to
water tower down hill a short distance, and then take a different path to the right back
up the hill to cemetery

Group in Charge: Town of Groton

Number of Markers: 10 plus footstones

Earliest: 1843

Family Names: Park, Avery, Curry

SymbolslUnusual Stones: None really. interesting inscriptions on a few.

Design Elements: Markers are clustered and in straight lines facing Nantucket Drive

Enclosure: Chain link fence on two sides. Trees on the others

Ground Conditions: Good: pine needles and branches on ground need to be removed

Stone Conditions: Decent to poor: most have fallen or broken and are very dirty

Historic Significance:

Hazards: Vandalism could be a problem

Recommendations: l)reset and clean markers. 2)remove pine needles and branches

Date: 7/17/96

57



Perkins Cemetery

Perkins Cemetery is one of the more difficult cemeteries to find because it is
hidden by trees. Walking along a chain link fence will lead you to the cemetery, which
is in poor condition. It is a family plot, with only two markers, only one of which is
still standing. Unfortunately, the family has decided to let nature guide the care of the
cemetery, but it is protected from potential vandals by a closed chain link fence and
gate.
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Cemetery Number: 25

PIN H: 178011561042

Name: Perkins Cemetery

Address: Off Ohio Avenue and Florida Avenue

Status: Not in use

Lot Size: Part of larger lot

Directions: From route 12 North J turn right onto Gungywamp Road and then left onto
Pleasant Valley Road North. At stop sign, turn right onto Ohio Avenue and follow up
hill. Turn right onto Florida Avenue. Walk along chain link fence and under tree
cover to find cemetery

Group in Charge: Family members

Number of Markers: 2 plus footstones

Earliest: 1849

Family Names: Perkins

SymbolslUnusual Stones: None

Design Elements: None

Enclosure: Chain link fence

Ground Conditions: Poor: very shady from trees and heavily overgrown with vines

Stone Conditions: Decent to poor: markers are leaning or fallen. Stone itself is in
decent c,ondition.

Historic Significance:

Hazards: Overgrowth could damage markers further

Recommendations: I)Document cemetery in present condition. 2)Decide whether to
maintain or to let further fall into ruin.

Date: 7/10/96
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Potter's Field (Spicer Home Cemetery)

A cemetery for those living in the former Spicer Home, which was Groton's
poor house, is located on the Fitch Senior High School grounds and is marked by a
sign. All markers are the same small numbered footstones, which are catalogued on
the sign, stating name and date of death of each person. There are two markers which
are different, one a black marble marker with a name on it in front of the numbered
marker and the other, a separate grave added last year.
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Cemetery Number: 34

PIN #:

Name: Potter's Field (Spicer Home Cemetery)

Address: Between Fitch Senior High School and St. Mary Church

Status: In use

Lot Size: Part of larger lot

Directions: From Route 215 (Groton Long Point Road) tum right into Fitch Senior
High School driveway. Cemetery is on right before parking lot. Sign is visible from
driveway.

Group in Charge: Town of Groton

Number of Markers: Approximately 50

Earliest: 1910

Family Names: No predominant family

SymbolslUnusual Stones: All markers are small footstones with numbers. Numbers
correspond to list on sign which gives name and dates. Two are different: a black
marble stone was added next to one marker. In the far comer, a single grave with
traditional modem markers lies by itself.

Design Elements: Numbered markers form two straight lines: 1-26 and 25-46,
50,52,48

Enclosure: Stone wall on two sides and brush along third side. Small opening for
entrance.

Ground Conditions: Good: grass needs to be mowed and replanted in some areas
where is has disappeared.

Stone Conditions: Markers are in good condition, however, some are sinking

Historic Significance: Cemetery is for people who lived in Spicer Home, which was
the poor house for Groton earlier in the century.

Hazards: None are obvious

Recommendations: 1) Replant grass where needed. 2) Mow grass 3) Reset sinking
markers. 4) Add names fOT marker numbers 50, 52, and 58

Date: 6/5/96
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Saint Patrick Cemetery

This beautifully designed cemetery is situated along the Mystic River with
paved driveways which meander through the cemetery in large loops. Religious statues
are scattered throughout the cemetery, with paths leading to them. It's perch along the
Mystic River adds to the serene and tranquil feel of the cemetery, and benches are .
placed along the river for further contemplation. All markers are modem in their
design, and there are a number of vaults and mausoleums located throughout the
cemetery.
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Cemetery Number: 24

PIN #: 271019527112

Name: St. Patrick's Cemetery

Address: River Road

Status: In use

Lot Size: 4.72 acres

Directions: From Allyn Street, tum onto Cow Hill Road. Tum left onto Bindloss
Road. At stop sign, tum left onto River Road and follow to cemetery

Group in Charge: Saint Patrick Church congregation

Number of Markers: Approximately 250

Earliest: 1860

Family Names: None are dominant

Symbols/Unusual Stones: Interesting modem markers and monuments. Clasped
hands, Statues of religious figures

Design Elements: Tree lined central driveway. Sparse tree screen along road. Trees
placed along paths, and randomly also. Reproductions of Pieta flanked by benches.
Altar. Benches by river for meditation.

Enclosure: Cobblestone wall along River Road. Trees and chain link fence. River on
East. Two entrances from River Road

Ground Conditions: Excellent: driveway could use repair/repaving

Stone Conditions: Excellent: no signs of deterioration on markers.

Historic Significance:

Hazards: none are obvious

Recommendations: I)Erect a sign for the cemetery. 2)Fix potholes in driveway

Date: 6/19/96
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Silas Burrows Cemetery

Because of previous bouts with vandals, Silas Burrows Cemetery is missing
many of its stone markers. The ones which are left tell interesting stories of the sailors
and sea captains who died at sea on voyages. It also appears that the original entrance
to the cemetery is overgrown because the current entrance is over toppled stones in a
stone wall through a trailer park. There are a few willow and urn carvings here, along
with station in life carvings which have the elaborately detailed inscriptions on them.
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Cemetery Number: 31

PIN #: 261914236097

Name: Silas Burrows Cemetery

Address: Off High Street in Mystic, in mobile home park

Status: Not in use

Lot Size: .21 acres

Directions: From Allyn Street heading North, tum right onto Sandy Hollow Road. At
stop sign, tum right onto High Street. Tum into Mystic Mobile Home park and follow
driveway to left. Cemetery is on left and is visible from driveway

Group in Charge: Town of Groton

Number of Markers: 15 plus footstones

Earliest: 1843

Family Names: Burrows, Whelan, Sawyer, Leeds, Rathbun

SymbolslUnusual Stones: Willow and urn. Long and very interesting inscriptions:
Ambrose Burrows

Design Elements: Markers are all perpendicular to driveway and face away from High
Street

Enclosure: Stone wall on all four sides. Original entrance is overgrown

Ground Conditions: Good: grass is well maintained

Stone Conditions: Decent: many are knocked over (vandalism?) and a few are
broken. A few need cleaning also.

Historic Significance: Sea captains and members of the Burrows family are buried
here. Some captains, sailors lost at sea.

Hazards: None except for vandalism. Perhaps if the mobile home park expands,
however, the cemetery has survived to date, so this does not seem to be a threat

Recommendations: 1) reset markers. 2)Sign stating significance of cemetery

Date: 6/12/96
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South Burrows

Both the markers and the grounds of South Burrows Cemetery are beautifully
maintained, including the wonderful iron fence which runs along Route 1. The
cemetery caretaker's preservation philosophy for older markers is interesting: When a
marker breaks, it is left along the back wall, and a replica replacement marker is put in
its place. The old marker should probably be put into storage somewhere in order to
preselVe it better, but seeing them along the wall is interesting.
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Cemetery Number: 11

PIN #: 260806278659

Name: South Burrows

Address: Route 1, top of Fort Hill

Status: In occasional use

Lot Size: .13 acres

Directions: Follow Route 1 up Fort Hill. South Burrows Cemetery is on right

Group in Charge: Family members «D. Belton A. Burrows)

Number of Markers: Approximately 30 plus footstones

Earliest: 1822

Family Names: Burrows, GallUp, Allen, Colby- all somehow related to the Burrows

SymbolslUnusual Stones: Large family marker for Gallup family. Intricate carving
on Burrows marker

Design Elements: All markers are in straight lines parallel to road. A single
flowering bush near the center of the cemetery which blocks a marker because it is
overgrown

Enclosure: Finished stone wall on three sides and iron fence on street side with
entrance gate.

Ground Conditions: Good: grass is high, but is cut regularly. Bush is overgrown (is
there a reason for the overgrowth?).

Stone Conditions: Good: decent repair for Alice C. Interesting preservation
philosophy: replica of stones which have broken have been made and the broken stones
are left leaning along the back wall of the cemetery.

Historic Significance:

Hazards: None are obvious

Recommendations: 1) A sign marking the cemetery is a good idea. 2) is there a
significance for flowering bush's overgrowth? If not, it should be cut back so it doesn't
block marker.

Date: 6/12/96
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Starr Burying Ground

This is another cemetery within which a concentration of Battle of Fort
Griswold martyrs are buried, along with a concentration of Groton family plots. The- 
markers extend up a hill, with the oldest at the bottom of the hill. Many of the older
markers have interesting carvings and inscriptions, with equally interesting modem
markers and monuments. The driveway is lined by dogwood trees which create a
strong and beautiful design quality for the entry. The cemetery caretakers choose to
preserve fallen markers by attaching a similarly shaped slab behind the old marker or
by encasing the marker in concrete. Both solve the problem, but are not terribly
sensitive to the original markers.

68

""1
I

""'1
I

1
!

'i
i

""l
i
I

'i
I
i

""'1
I
I

l
i,
i,

1
I

1

"'l
!

l
1

'I
!



r
r
r
r
l

r
r
r,
r
r
l

r

r
r
r
l

rm
I

r

Cemetery Number: 7

PIN #: 168911571139

Name: Starr Burying Ground

Address: Pleasant Valley Road South, west side

Status: In use

Lot Size: 10.56 acres

Directions: From Route 12 North, tum left onto Walker Hill Road. Then, tum right
onto Pleasant Valley Road South and follow .3 miles. Cemetery is on left.

Group in Charge: Starr Cemetery Association (William Gregory)

Number of Markers: Approximately 600

Earliest: 1750

Family Names: Buddington, Perkins, Starr, Binks, many others

Symbols/Unusual Stones: Many with soul effigies and willow and urn motifs. A few
table top markers. A number of monuments.

Design Elements: Cemetery is on a hill with dogwood trees marching up the hill along
the driveway. Trees scattered throughout the cemetery.

Enclosure: Stone wall on three sides. Chain link fence along Lestertown Road.

Ground Conditions: Good- grass could be shorter near markers, but work is probably
not over for the day yet.

Stone Conditions: Most in good condition. some older markers have fallen and
broken. a few have been reset with granite slabs attached to the backs of them.
Preservation philosophy: set fallen markers in concrete representing the original shape
of the marker..

Historic Significance: Many' old Groton families have plots here. A number of Battle
of Groton Heights soldiers killed are buried here as well.

Hazards: None are obvious

Recommendations: 1) Document and look into preservation of some of the older slate
and sandstone markers which are weathered and difficult to read. 2) Create a map
which locates significant family plots and graves. 3) Consult a conservator for more
sympathetic means of resetting fallen markers..

Date: 5/22/96
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Turner Cemetery

The reservoir spillway not only creates a beautiful setting for this cemetery, but
also creates Turner Cemetery's enormous lichen problem along with the help of some
large shady trees. Two Battle of Groton Heights martyrs are buried here the markers
for which are both well preserved and have passionate inscriptions. Joseph Moxley's
marker appears to have broken at some point and was reset without the part of the
marker which broke. Moses Jones' marker has an obvious mistake: the carver must
have spelled his name incorrectly the first time because there is an erased section where
his name is now carved.
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Cemetery Number: 1

PIN #: 179011556228

Name: Turner Cemetery

Address: Gales Ferry Road, next to reservoir spillway area

Status: Not in use

Lot Size: .23 acres

Directions: From route 117 North, turn left onto Gales Ferry Road (just after
Farquhar Park). Cemetery is on right just after spillway but before fenced in utility
area. (Only parking is a drive in spot for utility vehicles just beyond cemetery).

Group in Charge: City Utilities, Groton (Ed Herrick)

Number of Markers: Approximately 25 markers. Footstones and fieldstones also

Earliest: 1781

Family Names: Moxley, Turner, Daholl

SymbolslUnusual Stones: Two markers for soldiers who died in Battle of Groton
Heights (Moxley' and Jones) with soul effigies and interesting inscriptions. Also,
markers with wIllow and urn motifs.

Design Elements: Markers are in lines and also scattered throughout space. All face
the road. A number of large oak trees which provide a lot of shade

Enclosure: Stone wall on all four sides. Iron entrance gate (doesn't open easily)

Ground Conditions: Good: grass is mowed and trees are in good condition

Stone Conditions: Moxley and Jones markers along with a few others are in good
condition because they are in the sun. The rest of the markers are in decent to poor
condition because of lichen problem caused by constant moisture. Many are leaning.

Historic Significance: Some Battle of Groton Heights soldiers with interesting
markers.

Hazards: None are obvious

Recommendations: 1) Gentle cleaning of markers with lichen problems. 2) Reset
leaning markers. 3) Erect a sign to mark cemetery

Date: 6/5/96
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Wallsworth Cemetery

Unfortunately, Wallsworth Cemetery was visited by vandals a few years ago,
who left virtually no headstones in the cemetery. Or, perhaps it was just neglect on the
part of the Town, the cemetery's caretakers. Never the less, all that remains in Old
Cemetery are rustic footstones, which still mark the graves whose identities are now
lost. A few broken markers still remain on the ground. Entrance to the cemetery is
through fence posts and down a path which is overgrown to the right, land which may
have been part of the cemetery in the past.
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Cemetery Number: 8

PIN #: 260914423921

Name: Wallsworth Cemetery

Address: Flanders Road, Mystic

Status: Not in use

Lot Size: 1.34 acres

Directions: From Route 1, turn onto Flanders Road. Follow.3 miles. Cemetery is
on right, in between #344 and #364. Go through stone posts and follow path back to
the cemetery.

Group in Charge: Town of Groton

Number of Markers: 30 rustic footstones with a few broken markers on ground

Earliest:

Family Names: Wallsworth

SymboJslUnusual Stones: Only footstones survive

Design Elements: Hard to tell because of lack of markers

Enclosure: Rustic stone walls on all sides

Ground Conditions: Excellent: grass is mowed and trees are well maintained

Stone Conditions: All headstones are gone: vandalism? neglect?

Historic Significance: One of the older cemeteries in the Town

Hazards: None now, but it appears that vandalism was

Recommendations: 1) Erect a sign explaining history , vandalism, and listing those
who are buried there.

Date: 7/22/96
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Wells Cemetery

This family plot is well maintained and has some elements of design to it.
Large planting urns flank concrete steps which bring the visitor up an embankment to
the cemetery. A large tree branch hands perilously over the cemetery, and needs to be
cut down because it is in striking range of the markers. There are two spellings of the
last name evident on markers in this cemetery, some spelling it Wells, and others
Welles.
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Cemetery Number: 2

PIN #: 271014337813

Name: Wells Cemetery

Address: Welles Road

Status: In use

Lot Size: .08 acres

Directions: From Route 184 easterly, turn left onto Welles Road. Cemetery is on
right up a small embankment. Park at the old school house just past the cemetery

Group in Charge: Family members (Ed Welles)

Number of Markers: 9

Earliest: 1844

Family Names: Wells, Welles

Symbols/Unusual Stones: None are used

Design Elements: Marker are all in straight lines perpendicular to road. Large
planting pots flank steps leading up to cemetery

Enclosure: Stone wall on three sides. Open to the road

Ground Conditions: Excellent except for a large low hanging branch from a tree

Stone Conditions: Good: one marker has rust on it from a patch job. Lichen is
growing on a few.

Historic Significance:

Hazards: Tree branch could knock marker over

Recommendations: l)Erect a new sign for cemetery. 2) Cut branch back

Date: 6/24/96
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Wightman Cemetery

The first Baptist Church in Connecticut was next to the Wightman Cemetery,
and the First Baptist minister is buried in the cemetery. In addition, a wolf stone,
perhaps the only one in Groton exists here and is visible from the entrance to the
cemetery. Wightman cemetery has an active cemetery association, however, the
upkeep of the grounds seems to have slipped so far this year. A field of rustic
footstones lies in between two sections of markers, many of which have soul effigies or
willow and urn carvings on them.
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Cemetery Number: 4

PIN #: 270015721874

Name: Wightman Cemetery

Address: Cold Spring Road

Status: In use

Lot Size: .98 acres

Directions: From Route 184, tum onto Cow Hill Road. Tum left onto Packer Road.
When road splits, take left fork onto Godfrey Road. At stop sign, bear right onto Cold
Spring Road.. Cemetery is on left. Follow dirt path up slight hill to cemetery

Group in Charge: Wightman Cemetery Association (Dan La Capra)

Number of Markers: Approximately 100, plus approximately 100 rustic footstones

Earliest: 1747

Family Names: Wightman, Lamb, Denison, Burrows, LampherelLandphere,
Holdridge, Haley, Colver/Culver, many others

SymbolslUnusual Stones: Soul effigies, Willow and urn. Wolf stone.

Design Elements: Markers are in rows but face many directions. Generally grouped
by families. Randomly placed trees.

Enclosure: Finished stone wall. Iron entrance gate.

Ground Conditions: Good: grass is 2 feet high in some places

Stone Conditions: Most are in good condition. Lichen problems on old slate (1)
markers. Some are badly flaked

Historic Significance: Site of first Baptist church in Connecticut. First Baptist
minister buried here.

Hazards: None are obvious

Recommendations: 1)maintain grass. 2) Map cemetery locating markers and
significance off those buried there.

Date: 6/26/96
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Wood Cemetery

Despite its location adjacent to Navy housing, Wood cemetery has retained its
quiet character, completely surrounded by stone walls, with large oak trees providing
cover for the cemetery. A local group of volunteers created a stone lined walkway
leading the visitor into the cemetery. Many of the stones have interesting willow and
urn symbols carved on them, but they are badly flaked so names are illegible or gone
altogether. One Battle of Groton Heights martyr, Samuel Allyn, is buried here along
with other revolutionary war veterans.
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Cemetery Number: 5

PIN #: 178019510556

Name: Wood Cemetery

Address: Comer of Pleasant Valley Road North and Catalpa Drive

Status: Not in use

Lot Size: .15 acres

Directions: From Route 12 North, tum right onto Gungywamp Road. Then, tum left
onto Pleasant Valley Road North. Cemetery is on right on comer of Catalpa Road.

Group in Charge: Town of Groton

Number of Markers: Approximately 20

Earliest:

Family Names: Wood, Forsyth and Allyn

SymbolslUnusual Stones: Samuel Allyn: interesting inscription and soul effigy
carving. Also willow and urn motifs on some illegible markers

Design Elements: Stones recently added create an entrance path

Enclosure: Rustic stone walls on all four sides.

Ground Conditions: Good: many large oaks create heavy shading. Grass is well
maintained.

Stone Conditions: Some are in decent condition, most are in poor condition: heavy
flaking of sandstone makes many illegible. Many have fallen over and have been left
with new stones marking their spots.

Historic Significance: Some soldiers from Battle of Groton Heights are buried here as
well as other Revolutionary War veterans.

Hazards: None are obvious. Perhaps if Navy housing expands, but the cemetery was
not harmed to date and it is already part of Navy housing.

Recommendations: 1) Document legible markers 2) Look through Vargason's book
and DAR report to find documentation of illegible markers. 3) Erect a marker for
cemetery which explains the history of the cemetery and its missing and illegible
markers, perhaps with photographs of illegible markers or ones which have
disappeared.

Date: 6/5/96
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LOCAL RESOURCES

Association for Graveyard Studies

This is a New England based organization which focuses on the history and
preservation of graveyards and the conservation of markers within them. Appropriate
techniques for conservation can be recommended as well as conservators in the local
area. In addition, the AGS has a number of publications which they send out to
interested individuals which cover various topics including the preservation of
cemeteries, listing cemeteries on the National Register of Historic Places, and the do's
and don'ts of conservation.

Bill Memorial Library

The "Groton Room" upstairs has two resources not available elsewhere. The
first is a photo scrapbook which documents gravemarkers of Battle of Groton Heights
"martyrs" with complete inscriptions, which is called the DAR scrapbook and was put
tOgether in the 1930's. The other is a tin box which contains information about
cemeteries not only in Groton, but also in New London, Ledyard, Preston and a few
other towns. Listings of burials are included in the Groton folder as well as maps from
the Hale report. A list of cemeteries on a pink 11x17 piece of paper is useful, however
its source is unknown. In addition, a careful reading must be given for some of the
names used are different than on other lists, and old route numbers and street names are
given. Smith and Vargason's book as well as other eyewitness accounts of the Battle of
Groton heights are available as are books about Groton's history.

Blunt-White Library <Mystic Seaport Museum)

A library pass can be obtained from either entrance gate to the Seaport for those
who are not members. Only staff can check resources out of the library or wander
through the stacks, however, the staff is very helpful and finds the information for you.
Oral history accounts, original maps and volumes concerning maritime and local
history are available, but not much concerning cemeteries. One book found here and
not in other locations is Lynette Strangstad's A Graveyard Preservation Primer.

. Connecticut Graveyard Network

A newly formed organization, the Connecticut Graveyard Network (CGN) plans
to draw together individuals throughout the state who are interested in the variety of
subjects related to graveyards. To date, the group has held tours of cemeteries in a
number of towns and hopes to host a symposium in the fall covering a related topic.
Information about conservation, which conservators to call, history and many other
subjects can be obtained from CGN.
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Groton Plannine Department

The Town of Groton has a recent history of involvement with historic
preservation, including a preservation plan for the Town which was finished this
summer. Any town resident interested in cemetery information can look through or
copy the resources available in the Planning Department during business hours. All
photographic records from this report are indexed and for a fee can be copied. In
addition, copies of the survey are available for reading, and may be purchased for the
price of reproduction. The cemetery map produced for the survey is available to take
on cemetery hunting sprees.

The Department also has three pamphlets produced by the Association for
Graveyard Studies which can be copied or simply looked through by interested
individuals. They are: "The Care of Old Cemeteries", "Guide to Forming a 'Cemetery
Friends' Organization", and "National Register Cemeteries".

Groton Public Library

The "Local History Room" next to the meeting rooms covers not only Groton
but also other towns in the area. Access is granted by asking at the information desk
and leaving a form of identification as collateral. The Hale Report for Groton is
located here as well as the Noank Valley and Smith Lake Cemetery Burial listings.
Slater's book on Early Connecticut Burials is available, as are as Smith and Vargason's
book and a variety of other books about Groton, Mystic, and Noank history. Copies of
Stonington Historical Society's graveyard guide can be checked out along with Jacobs'
book Stranger Stop and Cast an Eye.

Indian and Colonial Research Center

Open only limited hours on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, this interesting
research center holds much information on local history, and some information on
Groton cemeteries. Its main Groton resource is the Hale report.

Mystic-Noank Library

The local history section is upstairs, and is kept locked up when not in use. Not
much is available about Groton cemeteries, but it has many book about Groton, Noank,
and Mystic history. The Hale reports for Groton and Stonington and the Stonington
historical Society guide are available. Make sure to play with Emily, the library cat,
on your way out.
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ADDRESSFS FOR RESOURCFS
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Association for Graveyard Studies
278 Main Street Suite 207
Greenfield, MA 01301

Bill Memorial Library
240 Monument Street
Groton, CT 06340

(413) 772-0836

(860) 445-0392

..."
!

Blunt-White Library
Mystic Seaport Museum
Greenmanville Avenue
Mystic, CT 06355

Connecticut Graveyard Network
135 Wells Street
Manchester, cr 06040

Groton Planning Department
45 Fort Hill Road
Groton, CT 06340

Groton Public Library
Route 117
Groton, CT 06340

(860) 572-0711 ""1

"9
I

(860) 643-5652 "1
I

~

(860) 441-6610

l
(860) 441-6750

l

Ed Herrick
Grounds Maintenance
City Utilities

Indian and Colonial Research Center
Main Street
Old Mystic, CT 06372

Mystic-Noank Library
40 Library Street
Mystic, CT 06355

State Archaeologist
Dr. Nicholas F. Bellantoni
Connecticut State Museum of Natural History
University of Connecticut
Storrs, CT 06269-3023

82

(860) 446-4073

(860) 536-9771

(860) 572-8191

(860) 486-5248/486-4460
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ANNOTATED BmLIOGRAPHY

Hale, Charles R. Headstone Inscriptions: Town of Groton. Hartford, CT: 1932.

An WPA project which lists all headstone inscriptions until 1932 by cemetery
and also alphabetically with page references. Veterans of Foreign Wars are listed by
cemetery and alphabetically by war with page references as well. Name, birth and
death dates, and relationships are included, however, complete inscription transcription
was not conducted.

Jacobs, G. Walker•. Stranger Stop and Cast an Eye: A Guide to Gravestones and
Gravestone Rubbing. Brattleboro, VT: ~e Stephen Greene Press, 1973.

Excellent source for information about symbols carved on markers and for the
proper techniques for gravestone rubbings. Sketches and photographic examples
accompany the text to give a clearer view of types. Explanations of stone carvers and
their styles are given as well.

Parks and Recreation Department, City of Boston. The Boston Experience: A Manual
for Historic Burying Grounds Preservation. Boston, MA.

A guide which explains how to conduct a complete survey of burying grounds
including marker surveys, creating a preservation or conservation philosophy, finding
conservators, and conducting conservation work.

~thbun, Benjamin F. Noank Cemetery Burials. 1986-7.

Alphabetized listing of burials in Noank Valley Cemetery with plot numbers,
name, maiden name, title, birth and death dates.

Slater, James A. The Colonial Burying Grounds of Eastern Connecticut and The Men
Who Made Them. Hamden, CT: The Shoestring Press, 1987.

This book is written in two parts, the first explains who carved gravemarkers,
and how to identify them. The second part details colonial burying grounds in
locations around the state, discussing a number of the older cemeteries in Groton.

Smith, Carolyn, and Helen Vergason. September 6, 1781: North Groton's Story.
New London, CT: New London Printers, Inc., 1981.

A twentieth century account of the Battle of Groton Heights, which explains
how the battle happened, who was involved, and where the "martyrs" are buried. In
addition, headstone inscriptions are transcribed and photographed, along with directions
to the cemeteries.
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Smith, Walter B. III. Smith Lake Cemetery 1723-1905 in Groton. CT. 1992.

A pamphlet written about the history of Smith Lake Cemetery and its move to
its present location near Avery-Morgan cemetery. Includes a list of burials
alphabetically and chronologically. May not be complete because the move was not
well documented.

Stonington Historical Society. Stonington Grayeyards: A Guide. Stonington, CT:
1980.

An excellent reference which gives location, historical significance and general
conditions for all cemeteries and graves in the Town of Stonington. In addition,
carvings and symbolism are briefly described along with stonecarvers. The Hale report
for the Town of Stonington is included in full.

Strangstad, Lynette. A Gravestone Preservation Primer. Nashville, TN: The
American Association for State and Local History, 1983.

Explains the importance of preserving graveyards, and how to preserve,
conserve, restore graveyards. In addition, concerns caretakers should take into account
are explained with possible solutions, including gravestone rubbing, working with
volunteers, public awareness and security. Instructions are also given on how to
conduct accurate gravestone inventories and maps and how to do basic conservation.

84

""'I
!

'""1

I

1

1
1

!

1
""1

I

i

!
]

1
!

...,

....,

...,



i
I

r=

CEMETERY MAP KEY

f"'"
Turner Cemetery1

2 Wells Cemetery

F 3 Crary Cemetery
4 Wightman Cemetery
5 Wood Cemetery

F 6 Park Cemetery #1
7 Starr Burial Ground
8 Wallsworth Cemetery

n'I 9 Packer Cemetery #1
10 Packer Cemetery #2
11 South Burrows Cemetery

r=
12 Avery-Morgan CemeteryI

I 13 Smith Lake Cemetery

r 14 Beth El Cemetery
15 Chipman-Fish ·Cemetery
16 Colonel Ledyard Cemetery

f"'1 17 Daniel Burrows Burial Plot
18 Fish Cemetery
19 Knowles Cemetery

r 20 Lower Mystic Cemetery
I 21 Noank Valley Cemetery

22 North Burrows Cemetery

r 23 Palmer Cemetery
24 Saint Patrick Cemetery
25 Perkins Cemetery

r 26 Cushman Cemetery
27 Smith Cemetery

f"'l 28 Niles Cemetery
I 29 Odd Fellows Cemetery!

30 Binks Cemetery
f"'I 31 Silas Burrows Cemetery
I 32 Bill CemeteryI

33 James Bailey Cemetery
f'" 34 Potters Field
I
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CEMETERIES
Town of Groton,

Connecticut
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