
MEETING NOTES 
Town of Groton Public Information Session 

Mystic Streetscape Project 
September 13, 2010 

6:30 p.m. – Town Hall Annex 
134 Groton Long Point Road 

 
 
I. Attendees 
 
Staff:  Mark Oefinger, Town Manager; Michael Murphy, Director Planning and 
Development; Rick Norris, Project Manager; Barbara Strother, Economic Development 
Specialist. 
 
Contractor:  Norm Pettini, Lino Pettini, and Jim Murphy, Pettini Contracting 
Corporation. 
 
Attendees:  Fritz Hilbert (Mystic Fire Dept.); Eric Burns (Jerome Properties); Tricia 
Cunningham, (Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce); Bob and Esther Cooper 
(Cooper Shoppe); Dana and Richard Semeraro (High Street); Cathy  McHugh 
(Stonewear Clothing and Catherine M); Patience Banister (Bank Square Books); Cheryl 
Robdau and Rod Desmarais (Mystic Drawbridge Ice Cream); Carol Morosky 
(CeeCee’s of Mystic), Brian Kent (Kent & Frost); Keith Schoppe, (ConnDOT Bridge 
Rehabilitation Project); Barbara Madejek (ConnDOT); Chuck Stevens (12 Stony Hill 
Drive); Laurie Bliss (The Velvet Swan); James Verni (Tidal River Clothing); Carol 
Kanabis (AZU); Jeffrey Pan (Prescient Studios);  Lois Hiller (Mystic & Noank 
Library); Jan Gibbs (140 Dogwood Lane); Geralyn Socha (Mystic Merchants Group); 
Margaret Macris (Blue Horse);  and Mick O’Beirne (Town Council, New London 
Road). 
 
II. Welcome – Introductions 
 
Michael Murphy welcomed the attendees and introduced Town staff and Pettini 
Contracting staff.  Attendees who had not attended the June Public Meeting also 
introduced themselves.  
 
III. Update on Project 

 
Michael Murphy reported that since the June Public Meeting, the Town has been 
continuing to work on getting the final contracts and any other requirements in place.  
The starting date for the project is still not defined, but the goal is to have the contract 
signed by the end of this week, with the notice to proceed around September 20th and 
then mobilization can then take place.  The tentative start date for actual construction 
activities is the week of the 27th of September.  



   
Rick Norris, who will oversee the construction of the project, provided an overview of 
the construction sequence, traffic control and building access.  Mr. Norris noted that 
the goal is for the construction sequence to disturb one area at a time and that it is the 
Town’s intention to meet with each group of businesses in areas where work will be 
done prior to the start of each segment.  
 
A map was shown with the estimated construction sequence by areas.  Jim Murphy, 
from Pettini Contracting Corporation, noted that the normal hours of operation will be 
7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Rick Norris added that someone from the Town is required to be 
in the construction areas during these times.  The contractor is contemplating evening 
work for the sewer line installation work to minimize traffic impacts. 
 
Due to the upcoming Bridge Rehabilitation Project, work will start on the north side of 
West Main Street, at the first block from the Bridge to Gravel Street.  The first segment 
is estimated to take 6-8 weeks, and the entire project 18 months.  
 
The only available areas expected to be used as “lay down areas” for materials 
construction equipment, etc. are the Gravel Street pump station parking lot and/or the 
Town-owned parcel next to Mystic Pizza.   
 
Traffic Management will include barriers, particularly in the Central Hall building’s 
prior location, and protected work areas, but no road closures are foreseen.  There may 
be some times when one-lane traffic is utilized, which is expected to occur infrequently. 
 
Building Access – it is the goal to provide continuous access to the buildings, although 
there may be some short times when direct access is not possible.  The Town and 
Contractor will minimize this whenever possible (e.g. pour concrete before stores 
open).   
 
Outreach During Project – Rick Norris noted that there will be periodic meetings with 
the businesses in each upcoming work area a week or two before the work begins.  
There will also be periodic public meetings held, and a newsletter on the project will be 
developed.  The Town will also hold a “groundbreaking” event.  Discussion following 
emphasizing the need to focus on the positive aspects of the project.  The merchants 
also discussed some of the important dates for them (e.g. Thanksgiving weekend, 
Mystic Stroll). 
 
It was noted that there is a portion of the Town’s Web Site dedicated to this project, 
and the minutes and PowerPoint presentation from tonight’s meeting will be added to 
this information (www.town.groton.ct.us).  It was noted that a complete set of the plans 
and specifications are available on this web site.  If there are questions related to a 
specific property, please contact Rick Norris at 860-446-5974 or 
RNorris@town.groton.ct.us. 

http://www.town.groton.ct.us/
mailto:RNorris@town.groton.ct.us


 
Keith Schoppe, from ConnDOT, discussed the upcoming Bridge Rehabilitation Project 
and some of the timing aspects of that project.  A public meeting on the project will be 
held at the Hoxie Fire House in the next month or so.  
 
There were questions and answers during different segments of the meeting and several 
people asked about issues including how the project would affect their particular 
properties, signage, and ways to work together to minimize impacts. 
 
Mr. Murphy thanked everyone for their attendance and adjourned the meeting at 7:50 
P.M. 
 
 
 





Streetscape/Roadway Improvements

Streetscape/Roadway Improvements:
• Improve Streetscape

• Sidewalk width

• Accessibility

• Consistent Roadway Width

• Maximize Parking

• Crosswalk visibility
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Archeological Testing



Roadway Improvements

Mystic River Bridge to Pearl Street

Roadway Improvements:
• Re-aligned roadway centerline to make 

sidewalk width equitable

• Roadway lane width is consistent

• Reviewed each crosswalk location

• Added neckdowns at all crosswalks

• Provided universal accessibility-walks 

and parking

• Maximized legal parking
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Retaining Wall at Central Hall 



Sewer Line Replacement



Traffic Management



Town Webpage 



Mystic Streetscape Webpage 



Overhead utilities and lighting-existing condition

Groton-West Main Street at Pearl Street, looking east



Proposed Condition-utility relocation and lighting





Wayfinding Sign



West Main Street Lights



Water Street Lights


