MEETING NOTES
Town of Groton Public Information Session
Mystic Streetscape Project
September 13, 2010
6:30 p.m. - Town Hall Annex
134 Groton Long Point Road

1. Attendees

Staff: Mark Oefinger, Town Manager; Michael Murphy, Director Planning and
Development; Rick Norris, Project Manager; Barbara Strother, Economic Development
Specialist.

Contractor:  Norm Pettini, Lino Pettini, and Jim Murphy, Pettini Contracting
Corporation.

Attendees: Fritz Hilbert (Mystic Fire Dept.); Eric Burns (Jerome Properties); Tricia
Cunningham, (Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce); Bob and Esther Cooper
(Cooper Shoppe); Dana and Richard Semeraro (High Street); Cathy = McHugh
(Stonewear Clothing and Catherine M); Patience Banister (Bank Square Books); Cheryl
Robdau and Rod Desmarais (Mystic Drawbridge Ice Cream); Carol Morosky
(CeeCee’s of Mystic), Brian Kent (Kent & Frost); Keith Schoppe, (ConnDOT Bridge
Rehabilitation Project); Barbara Madejek (ConnDOT); Chuck Stevens (12 Stony Hill
Drive); Laurie Bliss (The Velvet Swan); James Verni (Tidal River Clothing); Carol
Kanabis (AZU); Jeffrey Pan (Prescient Studios); Lois Hiller (Mystic & Noank
Library); Jan Gibbs (140 Dogwood Lane); Geralyn Socha (Mystic Merchants Group);
Margaret Macris (Blue Horse); and Mick O’Beirne (Town Council, New London
Road).

1I. Welcome - Introductions

Michael Murphy welcomed the attendees and introduced Town staff and Pettini
Contracting staff. Attendees who had not attended the June Public Meeting also
introduced themselves.

III.  Update on Project

Michael Murphy reported that since the June Public Meeting, the Town has been
continuing to work on getting the final contracts and any other requirements in place.
The starting date for the project is still not defined, but the goal is to have the contract
signed by the end of this week, with the notice to proceed around September 20" and
then mobilization can then take place. The tentative start date for actual construction
activities is the week of the 27" of September.



Rick Norris, who will oversee the construction of the project, provided an overview of
the construction sequence, traffic control and building access. Mr. Norris noted that
the goal is for the construction sequence to disturb one area at a time and that it is the
Town’s intention to meet with each group of businesses in areas where work will be
done prior to the start of each segment.

A map was shown with the estimated construction sequence by areas. Jim Murphy,
from Pettini Contracting Corporation, noted that the normal hours of operation will be
7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Rick Norris added that someone from the Town is required to be
in the construction areas during these times. The contractor is contemplating evening
work for the sewer line installation work to minimize traffic impacts.

Due to the upcoming Bridge Rehabilitation Project, work will start on the north side of
West Main Street, at the first block from the Bridge to Gravel Street. The first segment
is estimated to take 6-8 weeks, and the entire project 18 months.

The only available areas expected to be used as “lay down areas” for materials
construction equipment, etc. are the Gravel Street pump station parking lot and/or the
Town-owned parcel next to Mystic Pizza.

Traffic Management will include barriers, particularly in the Central Hall building’s
prior location, and protected work areas, but no road closures are foreseen. There may
be some times when one-lane traffic is utilized, which is expected to occur infrequently.

Building Access - it is the goal to provide continuous access to the buildings, although
there may be some short times when direct access is not possible. The Town and
Contractor will minimize this whenever possible (e.g. pour concrete before stores
open).

Outreach During Project — Rick Norris noted that there will be periodic meetings with
the businesses in each upcoming work area a week or two before the work begins.
There will also be periodic public meetings held, and a newsletter on the project will be
developed. The Town will also hold a “groundbreaking” event. Discussion following
emphasizing the need to focus on the positive aspects of the project. The merchants
also discussed some of the important dates for them (e.g. Thanksgiving weekend,
Mystic Stroll).

It was noted that there is a portion of the Town’s Web Site dedicated to this project,
and the minutes and PowerPoint presentation from tonight’s meeting will be added to
this information (www.town.groton.ct.us). It was noted that a complete set of the plans
and specifications are available on this web site. If there are questions related to a
specific ~ property, please contact Rick Norris at 860-446-5974 or
RNorris@town.groton.ct.us.



http://www.town.groton.ct.us/
mailto:RNorris@town.groton.ct.us

Keith Schoppe, from ConnDOT, discussed the upcoming Bridge Rehabilitation Project
and some of the timing aspects of that project. A public meeting on the project will be
held at the Hoxie Fire House in the next month or so.

There were questions and answers during different segments of the meeting and several
people asked about issues including how the project would affect their particular
properties, signage, and ways to work together to minimize impacts.

Mr. Murphy thanked everyone for their attendance and adjourned the meeting at 7:50
P.M.






West Main Street

Bank Street

Water Street
Public Rest Rooms

Mystic River

Streetscape/Roadway Improvements:
* Improve Streetscape

« Sidewalk width

» Accessibility

» Consistent Roadway Width

« Maximize Parking

» Crosswalk visibility
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HAND-EXCAVATED TESTS
AT FORMER SHORELINE

PROPOSED AREAS FOR
HAND-EXCAVATED TESTS |

", REVISED PROPOSED PRE-CONSTRUCTION ARCHAEOLOGICAL TESTS
RABER ASSOCIATES/CARINI & ASS0CIATES JUNE 4, 2009
TE,

{ B
/ m  APPROKIMATE TEST UNDER CONCRETE,
WITH SIDEWALK GUT ABOUT 1 METER SQUARE

", AREAFOR PROPOSED HAND-EXGAVATED
OR 5OIL AUGER TESTS

SEE INSET AT NOANK ROAD
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Crosswalk

Neck-down at Crosswalk g : I
Crosswalk 5’ Minimum concrete sidewalk with
12” granite paver band at building face

5> 5
2*Roadway Improvements:

Re-aligned roadway centerline to make
sidewalk width equitable

Roadway lane width is consistent
Reviewed each crosswalk location
Added neckdowns at all crosswalks
Provided universal accessibility-walks
and parking

Maximized legal parking

B" GRANITE CURB
CONCRETE PAVEMENT

——1'=0" GRANITE PAVER BAND
BUILDING FACE

Mystic River Bridge to Pearl Street —
Typical SideWalk Treatment Plan
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Mystic Streetscaps

The Ky slic Sireetacape Projact was concaraad in the labe 19808 a8 an upgrace o the sidewaks, parking and dlher
accoulraments slong Wast Main Slrast The project b parl of 8 ganes of sireetsespe projels B2ing conductad by the
 DEOVCLOP LN Towns of Grokon and Sleninglon. Az & result of tha firm of 2000, the prajecl was expandad b includs placing the
Communty Development  SIECTICI, lelephione, and cable ines undargraund from the Mystic River Endge 1o High Street long Wast Maln
Sireet. The sidewaks will be upgradad, signage Improvad, sirest furmibura inslalled, some parking raaligned, drainage
Ecoromic Developmant  improwed, new slrasllights installed, parkils devalopad, andthe road epaved.

hspaction Sar ioss Addtianally, sikdewalks and sireetiphls wil bs replaced along Waler Strest from Wit Main Street 1o the vicinily of he
Plarwing, Zoning, and  COMMUNIEy Policing'Restrocm tuldng. The straat lignis will be repisced with Kgnis lik2 ihass on Wast Main Sires!,
i but 1ha utities will not be put underground.
Mystic Sheglzcaps Mewzlettars describing prajact progress and athar highlights, plans, schedules, and olher infamation ragarding tha
i project can ba accessad from 1his page Ihmoughcul ihe construction of the project.
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Myslic Stresiscaps Public Informalion Sassion Saptambsar, 1260 2010
Download Press Rekase | Download Agenda

Download Mystle Groton Bid Set Construction Manual (P DF 1lle 25mb)

Download Mystle Groton Bl Set Construction Plans&Detalls (POF fle BSmb)

Download Mesting Hoves and Powsr Polnt Presentation June 17, 2010 {PDF 1le 3mib)

Far more mlormation comlsct:

Fick Marms, ProjectProgram Managar - Flanning and Dsvaloprment
124 Grolon Long Paint Acad

Gralon, CT 062404573

Phone: (950) 446-5074; Fax: (950) 445-5578

Emiail: mm@mn.g'mn.ct.ua

ar

Bartara Sirofner, Econamic Development Spacialist
124 Grolen Long Point Rcad

Gralon, CT QE240-4273

Phone: (250) 445-5821 Fax [{050) 445-5978

Email: bslrolhangtown.groton.clus
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-
7]
qv)
o
(@)
-

X
o

o

—
o
o
-

-

0p)

-
qv)
O

al

e
©

fd
o
o
S

-

7))

=
(S

=
et
7p]
=

Groton-

F—







Mpystic River Bridge ¢. 1865

The first Mystic River bridge was built
in 1819, but was replaced in 1854 by the
bridge in this photo and has since been
replaced in 1922 by the present bridge.

Brown's Livery Stable ¢. 1895

Water Street near Bank Square. Brown’s
Livery had “buggies. carryalls, surreys,
funeral haks [sic] and a hearse.”

VT

The Railroad Bridge ¢. 1900

A steam powered railroad bridge on the
Mystic River has been replaced twice.
once in 1919 and again in 1981.

Bank Square c. 1910

L

e X 3 mo S ..o.& K
View of Mystic River & Mystic Bridge, Conn. 187
Drawn & published by O. H. Bailey & J. C. Hazen.

Horses drank from this fountain at the intersection of Water Street and
West Main Street. The house in the background was built by Captain
Ambrose Grant in the early 1800s. but razed in 1924.

9.

Groton and Stonington Trolley Car ¢. 1904

Trolleys rain in Mystic from 1904 until
1928.

West Main Street ¢. 1905
Trolleys were new to Mystic in this
postcard showing West Main Street near
Gravel Street.

The Marie Gilbert, ¢. 1906.
The Marie Gilbert was the first schooner
launched by the Gilbert Transportation
Company built in Mystic.












