
 

Groton Public Library | www.grotonpl.org | 860-441-6750 | 52 Newtown Road | Groton, CT 06340 

CONNECTIONS 
LIBRARY HOURS: Monday - Thursday  9-9; Friday 9-5:30; Saturday 9-5; Sunday 1-5  

SECT Libraries Celebrate 
Wally Lamb 
Join the libraries of southeastern Connecticut as we 
honor our region’s leading author, Wally Lamb. The 
celebration kicked off at the Garde Arts Center on 
November 20; events will continue around the region 
through February.  

Enter our drawing for a pair of tickets to an upcoming 
Garde event and a bag of Wally Lamb books and treats. The winner will be 
announced at the Library book discussion of I’ll Take You There on January 11.  

WED., DEC. 14, 7 PM 

The Library’s monthly book discussion group features Wishin’and Hopin’. Back 
in his beloved fictional town of Three Rivers, Connecticut, Wally Lamb takes his 
readers straight into the halls of St. Aloysius Gonzaga Parochial School where 
Felix Funicello (distant cousin of the iconic Annette ) is doing his best to 
navigate fifth grade.  Copies of the book are available at the Library. 

SUN., DEC. 18, 3 PM 

Join Wally Lamb for the  launch of his newest book, I’ll Take You There, 
at the Garde Arts Center.  The book features a grown-up Felix Funicello 
and the trio of unforgettable women who have played a part in his life.  
Copies of Lamb’s books will be sold, and he will be available for photo 
ops and book signing. Please contact the Garde for ticket information for 
this event. 

I’ll Take You There is also being released by Metabook as a multimedia app for 
the iPad and iPhone.  In addition to the text of the novel, it will include a full-cast 
audio dramatization of the book, an original soundtrack, short films, 360° 
galleries, shareable images and more.  Metabook has donated a copy of the app 
for the Library’s iPads, so please ask for a demo. 

WED., JAN. 11, 7 PM 

The monthly book group will discuss I’ll Take You There , Lamb’s newest book. 
The winner of our drawing for tickets to a future Garde event and Lamb inspired 
items will be announced that evening. 

SUN., FEB. 12, 3 PM 

On Sunday, February 12, at 3 p.m., the Garde will host all of Wally Lamb’s local 
fans for a final celebration.  Mr. Lamb will speak about his novels, meet his 
readers and sign books at this free event. 

These events were made possible by a collaboration between 
the Garde and the libraries of SECT. 

Library to Host Former 
Wrestling Champion 
TUES., DEC. 13, 7 PM 

Meet 2013 WWE 
Hall of Fame 
wrestler Bob 
Backlund, 
author of 
Backlund: From 
All-American Boy 
to Professional 
Wrestling's 

World Champion. He will talk 
about his long career on the 
wrestling circuit and the lessons 
learned early on that carried him 
through his life. Originally 
gaining renown as a high school 
and collegiate athlete, he is 
known to millions around the 
globe as Pro-Wrestling’s Three-
Time World Champion. 

Bob Backlund lives by a set of 
principles revolving around a 
positive mental attitude. His book 
tells the story of the life and 
nearly forty-year career of one of 
the most famous men to ever 
grace the squared circle. Copies 
of the book will be available for 
sale. 

Bob resides in Glastonbury with 
his family and is a frequent 
lecturer at libraries. Meet Bob, 
and be inspired! 

December 2016 

 

ATTENTION: 
THE LIBRARY WILL BE CLOSED 

SAT. 12/24, SUN. 12/25, MON. 12/26, 

SUN. 1/1 & MON. 1/2 
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A Friday Film: 
Indignation (2016) 
FRI., DEC. 2, 1:30 PM 

A young Jewish 
atheist (Logan 
Lerman) attends 
college in 1951 
Ohio, where he 
clashes with both 
the school's 
established social 
order and his 

overbearing parents' hopes for his 
future. At the same time, he falls for 
an attractive, complicated 
classmate named Olivia (Sarah 
Gadon). This film is rated R and 
runs for 110 minutes. 

Independent Film Series: 
Youth (2015) 
FRI., DEC. 2, 7 PM 

Youth explores the 
lifelong bond 
between two 
friends vacationing 
in a luxury Swiss 
Alps lodge as they 
ponder retirement. 
While Fred has no 
plans to resume 

his musical career, Mick is intent on 
finishing a screenplay for what may 
be his last important film.  Youth 
asks if our most important and 
transformative experiences can 
come at any time, even late in 
life. The film is from Italy, 
France, UK, and Switzerland 
and is in English.  It is rated R 
and runs for 124 minutes. 

The Origins of Christmas 

THUR., DEC. 15, 7 PM 

Christmas is celebrated 
on December 25. But 
how was this date 
determined? Tom Verde 
will present a talk on 
the Origins of Christmas 

that explores the history behind the 
date of Christmas, as well as various 
traditions associated with a holiday 
that was once more closely linked 
with riots than reverence. 

Tom Verde is a freelance writer and 
educator who has written and 
published extensively on culture, the 
environment, religion and travel in 
major national and international 
publications. 

Picture This!  
An Adult Story Hour 

FRI., DEC. 16, 10:30 AM 

Picture This! is a traditional story 
time, modified for adults. Each 
meeting features a themed picture 
book, trivia, jokes and an art project. 
The program is designed to meet the 
needs of adults with special needs 
and is suitable for caregivers and 
attendees. 

Coloring for Adults 

THUR., DEC. 22, 7 PM 

Drop by for an evening of relaxation 
and creativity. We’ll provide 
supplies. 

Volunteer Potluck 
THURS., DEC. 8, 6 PM 
All Groton Public Library volunteers 
are invited to attend a potluck 
dinner and social. Please RSVP to 
Kim at 860-441-6750 or 
kbalentine@groton-ct.gov if you will 
be in attendance.  

Not a volunteer, but interested in 
becoming one? Pick up an 
application and brochure at our 
Reference Desk today! 

Book Discussion 
WED., DEC. 14, 7 PM 

Wishin’ and Hopin’ by Wally Lamb 

Lamb′s holiday tale 
focuses on a feisty 
parochial school fifth 
grader named Felix 
Funicello – distant 
cousin of the iconic 
Annette! Both 
poignant and 
hilarious, Wishin’ 

and Hopin’ transports us back to 
1964, when LBJ and Lady Bird were 
in the White House, Meet the Beatles 
was on everyone′s turntables, and 
Christmas meant mistletoe, mangers, 
and midnight mass. Then it propels 
us from the past to the present so 
that we might measure what we′ve 
gained and what we′ve lost.  

The winner of a drawing for a pair of 
tickets to an upcoming Garde event 
and other treats will be announced 
at this event. Copies of the book are 
available at the Library. 

FILMS 

ADULTS 

CALL FOR PARTICIPANTS » 

Are you a woman who served as a doctor or nurse in the military? Would 
you be interested in participating in a panel discussion in February to 
discuss your experiences, comparing them to women who served in World War I? 
This discussion will be part of a month long series on World War I.  Contact Michael 
Spellmon at 860-441-6750 or mspellmon@groton-ct.gov for more details. 

mailto:kbalentine@groton-ct.gov
mailto:mspellmon@groton-ct.gov
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Teen Gaming Club 
THURS., 5:30 PM 

DEC. 1, 8, 15 

Come enjoy a night of games and 
fun! Teens can join us for console, 
computer and tabletop board games. 
Be advised that meetings will take 
place from 5:30-7:00 PM during the 
winter months. 

Social Circle  
FRI., DEC. 2, 4 PM 

Please note: this program is for 
tweens and teens (ages 8-14). 

Social Circle is a club for those with 
Asperger’s and autism, dedicated to 
helping tweens and teens develop 
social skills, strengthen friendships 
and try new activities. Social Circle 
meets on the first Friday of the 
month.  

Teen Leadership Council 
WED., DEC. 7, 3:30 PM 

Join Ms. Jessa, Young Adult Librarian, 
for activities designed to develop 
leadership skills. Teens will also help 
plan library programs, create 
displays, select books and games for 
the collection and more. Volunteer 
hours will be recorded for all 
meetings and secondary events. 

Fitch Photo Reception 
TUES., DEC. 13, 6 PM 

Students from Fitch  
High School's honors 
photography class and  
the Fitch Foto Club will 
display a selection of  

their fall semester portfolios during 
December and January. The public is 
invited to view the photography 
exhibit. 

Teen Movie Matinees: 

The Legend of Tarzan (2016) 
SAT., DEC. 3, 2 PM 

Tarzan, having 
acclimated to life in 
London, is called back to 
his former home in the 
jungle to investigate the 
activities at a mining 
encampment. This film 

is rated PG-13 and runs for 109 
minutes. 

Elf (2003) 
TUES., DEC. 13, 2 PM 

After inadvertently 
wreaking havoc on the 
elf community due to his 
ungainly size, a man 
raised as an elf at the 
North Pole is sent to the 
U.S. in search of his true 

identity. This film is rated PG and 
runs for 97 minutes. 

Suicide Squad (2016) 
SAT., DEC. 17, 2 PM 

A secret government 
agency recruits some of 
the most dangerous 
incarcerated super-
villains to form a 
defensive task force. 
Their first mission: save 

the world from the apocalypse. This 
film is rated PG-13 and runs for 130 
minutes. 

Alice Through the Looking 
Glass (2016) 
FRI., DEC. 23, 2 PM 

Alice returns to the 
whimsical world of 
Wonderland and travels 
back in time to help the 
Mad Hatter. This film is 
rated PG and runs for 
113 minutes. 

JOIN US  
IN TEENSCAPE 

GRADES 6-12 

Teen Art Studio 
WED., DEC. 14, 3:30 PM 

Teens will learn new skills to create 
an original piece of art. No prior 
experience is required and all 
supplies will be provided.  

December’s project: Hand 
Warmers 

Teen Themes 
TUES., DEC. 20, 6 PM 

Teen Themes is a media club.  Read, 
watch, listen or play any media that 
relates to the month's theme. We 
will discuss the theme, share media 
and enjoy snacks. Contact Ms. Jessa 
for media suggestions. 

December’s Theme: Winter 

Winter Wonder Lab 
TUES., DEC. 28, 1 PM 

Enjoy science and art experiments 
featuring snow and ice. 

Just Dance Party 
WED., DEC. 29, 1 PM 

Try out our new Kinect by dancing 
along to hit songs with Just Dance 
2015 or 2016. 

Teen Movie Marathon 
FRI., DEC. 30, 10 AM 

Stop by Teenscape to vote for the 
movies you want to watch. 

TEENS 
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Sit, Stay, Read! 
SAT., DEC. 3, 2 PM 

Join us for a craft and a 
chance to read with our 
very special guest, 
Phantom the therapy 
dog. Readers are 

selected on a first-come, first-
served basis. 

Reindeer Games Storytime 
WED., DEC. 14, 10 AM 

Join Miss Emily and Miss Tracy 
for a special holiday storytime 
featuring stories, songs and 
activities.  This program is open 
to children of all ages. 

Mark Your Calendars 

Winter Storytime Registration 
will begin on January 9 for Babies 
& Books, Time for Twos, and Little 
Explorers. All storytime programs 
begin the week of January 23, 
2017. 

Homework Help Club 
TUES., 3-4:30 PM 

DEC. 6, 13, 20, 27 

Homework Helpers will be on hand 
to offer support with assignments, 
test preparation, and research 
projects to children in grades K - 6. 
We'll provide a quiet, friendly place 
to study, access to books and 
the internet, as well as printing and 
photocopying services. Adults and 
teens interested in becoming a 
Homework Helper can contact Miss 
Kim at 860-441-6750 or email 
kbalentine@groton-ct.gov.  

Drop-in Crafts 
TUES., DEC. 27, 10-2 PM 

Water colors, glue sticks, and pipe 
cleaners — oh, my! Stop by the 
Children's Activity Room to get 
creative. We'll have coloring sheets, 
craft kits and recycled crafts and use 
a variety of mediums. This program 
is fun for the whole family. 

Teddy Bear Sleepover* 
WED., DEC. 28, 6 PM & 

THURS., DEC. 29, 10 AM 

Children are invited to 
bring their teddy bear or 
another stuffed friend to 
our Teddy Bear Sleepover 
Party. We'll tell bedtime 

stories, share fun crafts, have a 
bedtime snack and tuck in our 
cuddly friends for a sleepover at the 
Library. Author Betsy Devany will 
read her book, Lucy’s Lovey, and 
copies of the book will be available 
for sale. Join us for breakfast the 
following morning and see what 
mischief our friends got into after 
hours!  Space is limited and 
registration begins on December 19. 

*Please note:  Children will not be 
spending the night and must be able 
to sleep without their stuffed friends. 

Family Art Smart 
THURS., DEC. 29, 6 PM 

Children ages 7 and 
older are invited to 
expand their art know-
how and creativity in a 
side-by-side art class 

for children and their parents or 
caregivers. We'll discover a different 
artist, work of art, or technique at 
each event and then create our own 
masterpieces. Don't miss these fun-
filled art-ventures! For more 
information, contact Miss Kim at 
860-441-6750 or 
kbalentine@groton-ct.gov. 

Animals! Animals! 
FRI., DEC. 30, 10 AM 

Educators from the Denison 
Pequotsepos Nature Center will visit 
with their animal friends.  Meet a 
variety of live animals and discover 
similarities and differences between 
them.  Are they covered in feathers 
or fur?  How do they move?  Where 
do they live?  What do they eat?  
Learn the answers as you explore 
the wild animal kingdom. This 
program is open to children of all 
ages. 

Noon Year’s Eve Celebration 
SAT., DEC. 31, 11-12:30 PM 

We've got our own 
Times Square right here 
at the Library, so come 
on out and celebrate 
with us!  Children of all 

ages can enjoy New Year's festivities 
before bedtime with a balloon drop, 
music, fun crafts and juice.  

CHILDREN 

STORYTIMES 

mailto:kbalentine@groton-ct.gov
mailto:kbalentine@groton-ct.gov
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Cards for a Cause 

The Junior Friends are selling boxes 
of handcrafted, beautifully 
embellished greeting cards with 
matching designer envelopes. A box 
of 30 cards costs $30.00. (That’s just 
$1.00 per card!) Choose from two 
sets: Thanks & Blanks and All-
Occasions. Samples and order forms 
are available in the children’s room 
from Miss Kim or place your order 
with a Junior Friend. All proceeds 
will benefit the Library. 

Crafting for a Cause 
MON., DEC. 5, 3:30 PM 

At these fun-filled events we'll make 
cool crafts using a variety of 
mediums. There's just one catch — 
you can't keep what you make! The 
crafts are given away to area senior 
citizens, veterans, homebound 
individuals and nursing home 
residents. It's art from the 
heart! A snack is always provided. 

Usborne Book Fair 
SAT., DEC. 17, 1:30-3:30 PM 

The Junior Friends are sponsoring 
an Usborne Book Fair. Do your 
holiday shopping at the Library — 
there is no better gift than a book! 
You will be able to browse a large 
selection of beautiful, award-
winning picture books, sticker and 
novelty books, chapter books and 
non-fiction at this sale. The Junior 
Friends will be on hand to gift wrap 
any of your purchases for free.  
Proceeds will benefit the Library. 
Now that’s shopping you can feel 
good about!  

Family Film & Fundraiser: 
The Secret Life of Pets (2016) 
SAT., DEC. 17, 2:30 PM 

The Junior Friends of 
the Groton Public 
Library present the 
recently-released 
film, The Secret Life 
of Pets. Refreshments 
will be sold by the 
Junior Friends, and 
the proceeds will 

benefit the Library. This film is rated 
PG and runs for approximately 90 
minutes.  

Library Helper Day 
THURS., DEC. 22, 6 PM 

Roll up your sleeves and lend a hand! 
During this busy hour, the Junior 
Friends will assist Library Staff in a 
variety of projects including 
preparing craft and program 
materials, dusting and light cleaning, 
straightening shelves, special event 
preparation and recycling. A snack is 
always provided. 

Not Yet a Junior Friend? 

Membership costs 
only $1 per year 
and includes a 
membership card, 
special gift and 
invitations to all the 

Junior Friends’ meetings and 
special events. Pick up an 
application at the Library today. 

Junior Friends'  
Five Below Fundraiser 

The Junior Friends of the Groton 
Public Library are sponsoring a 
shopping fundraiser at Five 
Below (only valid at the 917 
Hartford Turnpike, Waterford 
Commons location). Five Below 
carries school supplies, books, 
electronics, sporting goods, 
games, t-shirts, jewelry, crafts, 
bath and body products, snacks 
and beverages, room decor, and 
seasonal items — all priced at 
$5.00 or less! When you shop at 
Five Below between December 
4-10 and December 12-17, 10% 
of your total purchase will be 
donated back to the Groton 
Public Library. 'Tis the season to 
give, so make Five Below your 
holiday shopping destination and 
support the Groton Public Library 
at the same time! 

Note: You must present a Five 
Below shopping voucher for 
the Library to receive 10% of 
your sale. Shopping vouchers 
are available at all of our 
Library check-out stations 
or from a Junior Friend.  

JUNIOR FRIENDS 



Groton Public Library | www.grotonpl.org | 860-441-6750 | 52 Newtown Road | Groton, CT 06340 

 6 

Facebook for Beginners 
TUES., DEC. 6, 10:30 AM 

Learn the ins and outs of Facebook, 
the popular social networking site. 
Dive right in to finding friends and 
family, writing a post and navigating 
the security settings. 

Microsoft Excel I 
THURS., DEC. 8, 3 PM 

Learn how to utilize basic formulas, 
create a workbook and insert 
information into cells. 

How to Shop Online 
SAT., DEC. 10, 3 PM 

With the holidays just around the 
corner, what better time to learn 
how to take advantage of all the 
great online deals? In this class, you 
will take a closer look at some of the 
most popular online stores and how 
to be secure when making a 
purchase. There will not be actual 
purchasing in this class. 

Microsoft Word I 
TUES., DEC. 13, 10:30 AM 

In this class you will learn to insert, 
modify and format text. You will also 
familiarize yourself with the basic 
layout of the screen and a pick up a 
few helpful keyboard shortcuts. 

iOS 10 for iPad/iPhone 
FRI., DEC. 16, 3 PM 

They’ve done it again! Apple has 
released a new update and things 
look different. Join us in this hands-
on class for an overview of some of 
the new features from iOS 10. 

Windows 10 
TUES., DEC. 20, 10:30 AM 

Learn how to navigate the new start 
menu, discover the difference 
between Edge and Internet Explorer 
and use your new personal assistant, 
Cortana.  

Downloading E-Books 
WED., DEC. 21, 10:30 AM 

E-books are the craze right now, and 
you have access to free e-books with 
your library card. In this class you 
will explore Overdrive, the e-book 
catalog and learn how to borrow and 
download titles. Please bring a valid 
library card with you to class.  

We ask that you please bring 

your own device/laptop to 

class with you.  

Space is limited, and 

registration is required.  

Register online for computer 

classes at www.grotonpl.org 

or by calling 860-441-6750. 

December 2016 Displays 
COMMUNITY ROOM  

Art Exhibit, featuring Lora Cobden 

DISPLAY CASES   

 Byer’s Carolers – A Christmas 
Carol, provided by Lana Smith 

 Cat Collection – Native Alaskan 
Carvings, provided by Lana Smith 

 Informational Display: Trap – 
Neuter – Release, provided by the 
Animal Welfare League of New 
London County 

COMPUTER CLASSES 

Opening Reception with Artist Lora Cobden 

SUN., DEC. 4, 2 PM 

Lora Cobden, this month’s featured artist, will host an opening 
reception. 

“The beauty and essence of Nature and its cycles of life resonate in 
my soul. My floral pieces are a way of capturing their beauty so 
they can be enjoyed beyond summer's sweet surrender.” 

http://www.grotonpl.org

