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CONNECTIONS

LIBRARY HOURS: Monday - Thursday 10-6; Friday |10-5:30; Saturday |0-5

This October, the Library will be hosting a painted pumpkin contest to celebrate
the fall season. This project can be done at our Pumpkin Painting Party on
Saturday, October 17. Pumpkin decorating stations will be set up outside from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., weather permitting. Registration includes one pumpkin and
painting supplies for your group. Feel free to bring your own embellishments or

additional pumpkins—get creative!

Painting and decorating your own pumpkin at home? Complete a contest entry
form and return it to the Library with your pumpkin by Saturday, October 24, in
order to be eligible for the contest. Carved pumpkins will not be accepted.

Decorated pumpkins will be on display from October 26-31. Vote for your
favorite pumpkin at the Library or on social media. Winners will be announced
on November 2. See entry form for complete contest rules.

This program is open to all ages. Supplies are limited on a first-come, first-
served basis. Register online at grotonpl.org.

Kombucha &
Fermented Drinks
SAT., OCT. 24, 3 PM

Learn about fermented drinks from
the experts at Tri Gable Lea Farm in
Colchester. In this 90-minute virtual
demonstration workshop, you will see
tools and materials, ask questions,
and witness the entire process. While
the focus will be on kombucha and
kefir, the discussion will also include:
root/birch/ginger beers, cider, wines,
tepache, and kvas. Recipes and
resources will be provided.

This workshop is made possible by a
generous donation from the Circle of
Friends in honor of National Friends of
Libraries Week.

Suffragettes in Corselettes:
The Evolution of Underwear
and the 19th Amendment
TUES., OCT. 27, 6:30 PM

This lively presentation by mother
and daughter team, the Grounded
Goodwife, will explore the role of
women's underwear in history.

For centuries, women have allowed
themselves to be squeezed, twisted,
and squished to conform to desired
shapes. The history of underwear
reveals a lot about women's changing
roles in society—how we perceive
ourselves, and how we are viewed by
others. Underwear matters.

ATTENTION:

THE LIBRARY WILL BE CLOSED
MON., OCT. 12

Note that programming may be
affected or cancelled due to COVID-19.

Library Updates

The Library is happy to announce
our new and improved print
management service. While
printing will be a similar process as
it was in the past, we have since
upgraded the technology and
resumed wireless printing service;
print from any mobile device,
tablet, or laptop. Pricing remains at
$.10 for black and white and $.50
for color printing.

Over 10,000 items were checked
out to our patrons when the
Library temporarily closed in
early March. The outdoor book
drop was also closed in order to
safely handle the overwhelming
surge of returned materials,
quarantine these items, and deter
book donations. While the library is
still quarantining returned items,
we have reopened the outdoor
book drop for your convenience.
Thank you for returning your
library materials!

Beginning October 1, items on the
holds pickup shelf will no longer be
bagged and must be checked out
using our self-checkout stations.
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ADULTS

Support Our Annual Appeal

October 18-24 is National
Friends’ of Libraries Week and
with it comes the Circle of Friends’
Annual Appeal. The Library relies
on town funding for its basic
operations, but the financial
assistance provided by the Friends
enhances the quality of the
programs and services that we
offer. Please consider supporting
the Library through the donation
request you receive in the mail,

online through PayPal, or in person.

Your contribution truly makes a
difference.

Shop with the Circle of
Friends

Check out all of the brand new
items the Friends have for sale:

Tote bags

Car magnets

Acrylic pins

Boxes of greeting cards

Get yours while supplies last! All
sales benefit the Library.

Shop in our Circle of Friends'
book sale room, by appointment
only and limited to 30-minutes.
Email kbalentine@groton-ct.gov
or call the Library to schedule your
private browsing session.

() sarah Prager Author Talk
TUES., OCT. 6, 6 PM

-8 Bank Square Books, Savoy
| Bookshop & Café, and the
Library present a virtual
author event with Sarah
“%% Prager, author of Rainbow
Revolutionaries. Representatives from
the Library's Queer Lit book club will
be moderating this event. Register at
https://www.crowdcast.io/e/rainb

ow-revolutionaries/register.

() GPL Book Group
TUES., OCT. 13, 3 PM

SRR The Family Upstairs
®T |NY-\ by Lisa Jewell
] E\/\/F LL Soon after her twenty-
B fifth birthday, Libby
INYUIA'M Jones returns home from
work to find the letter
she’s been waiting for
her entire life. This is the can’t-look-
away story of three entangled families
living in a house with the darkest of
secrets. Copies of the book are
available at the library.

[ UPSTAIRS

Please register for all virtual programs through the Library’s
online calendar. Zoom meeting information will be emailed to our
newsletter subscribers, registered attendees, and by request.

Job Club
MON., 12-2 PM

Ask for advice on everything related
to the job search. Schedule a one-on-
one Zoom appointment with Jessa

Franco at jfranco@groton-ct.gov.

Book-a-Tech
WED., || AM-2 PM

Schedule a 20-minute Zoom
appointment with Emily Sheehan at

esheehan@groton-ct.gov for help

with all of your technology questions

Library Volunteer Receives National Award

Library volunteer Terry M. Ziegler has received
_l> the George H.W. Bush Points of Light Award.

‘M This award is given out each weekday to
extraordinary individuals across the country
who are donating their time and talent to better
their communities. Ziegler was the nation’s
Point of Light on Wednesday, September 16.

Ziegler recently marked 18 years of service as the Library's homebound
delivery service facilitator. She delivers books, movies, magazines, and
other materials twice a week to those in Groton, Mystic, and Noank who
are unable to leave their homes, making 62 deliveries and covering more

than 100 miles a month.

In addition to the award, Ziegler was featured on The Points of Light
Foundation’s website, pointsoflight.org, the world’s leading organization

dedicated to volunteer service.
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TEENS

JOIN US

VIRTUALLY
GRADES 6-12

Teen of the Month
Eva Loach is new to Teenscape,
but has already established her
presence as a passionate reader
and dedicated volunteer. This
summer, our teens were given the
opportunity to write book reviews
in exchange for volunteer hours.
These reviews were shared on
Instagram to help promote reading
in our community. Eva wrote 18
reviews, taking the time to give an
honest and thorough evaluation as
well as make recommendations on
other books readers would like.
Her thoughtful and dedicated posts
were a joy to read this summer.
Staff is impressed with her love of
reading and books. We hope that
she carries that with her wherever
she goes.

Congratulations, Eva, and thank you

for making the Groton Public
Library an amazing place!

Librarians Learn:
Dungeons & Dragons
THURS., OCT. I, 3 PM

Join our library staff as we challenge
ourselves to learn something new!
Watch for the video on Facebook,
Instagram, and YouTube.

Banned Books Week
Digital Escape Room
THURS., OCT. | & FRI., OCT. 2

Our library mascot, Stretch, needs
your help protecting the library from
an infestation of book worms! These
pests found a list of challenged books
and are eating their way through the
pages. Can you find the clues and save
our books? Visit the link on Facebook
and Instagram to begin your search.

o Please register for all
virtual programs through
the Library’s online calendar.
Zoom meeting information will
be emailed to our newsletter
subscribers, registered attendees,
and by request.

GPL Teen’s Try ©
TUES., OCT. 6, 13, 20 & 27, 3 PM

TeenTober is a nationwide
celebration hosted by libraries that is
just for teens! Try a new challenge
each week during the month of
October—follow along with our
instructional videos on Facebook,
Instagram, and YouTube.

() Suspenseful Stories
with Len Cabral
FRI., OCT. 9, 5 PM

“Scary stories, but mostly not, for the
young and the young at heart."
Internationally known storyteller Len
Cabral will share tales to make you
smile and others that might make you
sleep with the lights on, including an
eerie one about a house in the
woods... Register to hear his haunting
tales. This program is sponsored by
Connecticut Humanities.

(D aueer Lit Book Club
& Avuthor Event
THURS., OCT. I5, 7 PM

Join us for a teen book
club that celebrates the
LGBTQIA+ community.
Author Tanya Boteju
will discuss her book,
Kings, Queens, and In-
Betweens. Copies of the
book will be available on a first-come,
first-served basis. This program is
hosted in partnership with QutCT of
New London and Bank Square Books.

What will you discover at the library?
www.ala.org/yalsa/teentober

v -
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CHILDREN

Babies & Books
WED., OCT. 7 & 21, 10 AM

This virtual program is designed for
children ages birth to 24 months and
a caregiver. Babies enjoy simple
stories, nursery rhymes, songs, finger
plays and movements. Join us online
on Facebook.

Companion book bundles are available for our storytime
programs. Sign up online at grotonpl.org, and pick up
your bundle at the Library. Forgot to register for one?
No worries! Just grab one of your favorite books at home.

Storytime
WED., OCT 14 & 28, 10 AM

Children ages 2 and up and their
caregiver are invited to explore, learn,
and play by using stories, hands-on
activities, music, movement ,and
more. Join us online on Facebook.

Afterschool Grab & Go Bags

FRI.,, OCT.2 - NOV. 6
Pick up: 10 AM-5 PM

Swing by the library and pick up a bag
full of fun! Grab & Go activity bags
include all the supplies you need, plus
instructions, available while supplies
last. Recommended for children ages
5 and up.

Junior Friends' Grab & Go

Crafting for a Cause

WED., OCT. 14 & 28
Pick up: 11 AM-2 PM

Our kits contain easy instructions and
most of the supplies you will need to
create a project that spreads good will
and cheer. Note: Grab & Go craft bags
are available while supplies last and
limited to current Junior Friend
members.

4
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Pressed for Time?

Look in the bins in our Children’s
room for themed book bundles,
from dinosaurs to superheroes!

1,000 Books Before
Kindergarten

We are now a 1,000 Books Before
Kindergarten library! Families are
invited to join this nationwide
challenge that encourages parents
and caregivers to regularly read
aloud to their children. By reading
just one book a night, families can
reach the 1,000-book goal in three
years and provide children
essential literacy skKills.

Pick up a 1,000 Books Before
Kindergarten pack at the library to
get started, or visit grotonpl.org.

Check Out Our StoryWalk

To go along with our Painted
Pumpkin Contest, the Library is
featuring We’re Going on a
Pumpkin Hunt by Mary Hogan
Wilcox for October’s StoryWalk
book. Enjoying the story? Share
your pictures with us on Facebook
and Instagram.
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