
Town of Groton - Public Works 134 Groton Long Point Rd

Groton, CT 06340-4394

Public Works Administration 

(860) 448-4083

Water Pollution Control Authority

Meeting Agenda

Chairman David Williams, Laura Baller and John Wirzbicki

6:30 PMTuesday, February 3, 2015 Town Hall Annex - Community Room 3

ROLL CALL1.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES2.

December 9, 2014 WPCA Special Meeting Minutes

COMMUNICATIONS & BILLS3.

Sewer Use refund for 25 Middlefield Street, Groton Long Point

REPORTS4.

A) Consultant's Report

B) Attorney's Report

C) Public Works Director's Report

D) Chairman's Report

E) Water Pollution Control Facility Report

December Monthly Report

NEW BUSINESS5.

a) Introduction of New Operations Supervisor - Derek Albertson

b) Regional Septic Receiving Facility Study

c) FYE16 Budget Presentation

d) Update to Proposed Sewer Bond Issue

OTHER BUSINESS6.

ADJOURNMENT7.
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Meeting Minutes - Draft

Town of Groton - Public Works 134 Groton Long Point Rd

Groton, CT 06340-4394

Public Works 

Administration 

(860) 448-4083

Water Pollution Control Authority

Chairman David Williams, Laura Baller and John Wirzbicki

Tuesday, December 9, 2014 6:30 PM Town Hall Annex - Community Room 3

Special Meeting

ROLL CALL1.

Chairman David Williams

John Wirzbicki

Laura Baller

Chris Lund, Assistant Director

Brandon Gonzalez, Recorder

APPROVAL OF  MINUTES2.

Minutes for the September 2nd, October 9th and November 12th WPCA meetings were approved 

unanimously by all three Authority members.

REPORTS3.

A)  Water Pollution Control Facility Report

Assistant Director Chris Lund reviewed the WPCF Monthly report that was distributed to the 

Authority in their agenda packages. 

Chris also updated the Authority that the vacant Mechanic/Operator Trainee position had been 

offered to someone in house and they were expected to begin working after the holidays.

NEW BUSINESS4.

Chris informed the the authority that himself and the Director of Public Works have put together 

some preliminary numbers for bonding for Fishtown Rd. Pump Station and the Effluent Pump 

Station. 

The numbers presented to the Authority were approximately $6.5 million for Effluent Pump Station 

and $1.7 million for the Fishtown Rd. Pump Station.

ADJOURNMENT5.

Meeting was adjourned at 6:50pm
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Water Pollution Control Division  

December 2014 Monthly Report  

 
Division Performance  
During December, the treatment plant compiled the following statistics: 

A. Gallons Treated:   91.4 Million Gallons 
B. Sludge transported for final disposal: 260,000 gallons (Average 6.84% solids) 
C. Average Daily Flow Rate: 3.6 Million Gallons Per Day (MGD) 
D. Highest Observed Flow Rate:  7.8 MGD 

 
September Commercial/USN Billing Total: $256,257.14 (Courtesy Tax Collector’s Office) 
October Commercial/USN Billing Total: $246,441.41 (Courtesy Tax Collector’s Office) 
 
Total Gallons Treated during 2014:  1.1012 Billion Gallons 
 
Items Previously Reported: 
Gravel Street Pump Station Generator Failure (Downtown Mystic) – The new heat exchanger 
was returned to the manufacturer for repairs (leaking joints).  It will be repaired and then re-
installed and re-tested when we receive it. 
 

Pump Station Evaluations – CH2M Hill submitted a complete draft of their pump station 

assessments for WPCF staff review.  Comments were returned to CH2M Hill prior to the 

holidays. 

 

Personnel 

A candidate was offered and accepted the Operations Supervisor position.  As of the writing of 

this report, the Human Resources department is conducting requisite pre-employment 

screenings.  The candidate is tentatively scheduled to start work at the WPCF on January 12. 

 

Mr. Lorenzo Conyers started working at the WPCF as an Operator-Trainee on December 22.  

Mr. Conyers was an equipment operator with DPW’s Roads and Streets Division prior to joining 

the WPCF staff. 

 

 

 

Projects Under Development 

Lining of Northeast Interceptor – The final draft of plans and specifications is under review by 

staff.  DPW staff has met with adjacent property owners to discuss easements.  DPW intends to 



issue a bid package in January.  Staff members are working with an adjacent property owner to 

secure a temporary construction easement. 

Underground Storage Tank Removal - A task order was awarded to CH2M Hill to complete the 

engineering/design services for the removal of the underground storage tanks (USTs) at the 

WPCF and Gravel Street and Beebe Cove Pump Stations.  The tanks must be removed to comply 

with environmental regulations.  The new tanks will be above ground tanks with proper spill 

detection equipment.  The design/engineering work is being funded from 2015 Capital 

Improvement Project (CIP) funding.  The construction work is planned for 2016 CIP funding. 

Operations 

“Call Before You Dig” - Responded to 75 requests. 

The Fishtown Road Pump Station had a clog of the complete pumping system on December 23.  

WPCF Staff responded and were able to unclog and restore two of the three pumps.  The 

isolation valve for the third pump is jammed and the entire pump station will need to be 

bypassed and the pump header disassembled to repair the valve and the pump.  This effort will 

be undertaken in early January. 

The clogs appear to have been caused predominantly by flexible fabrics 

(elastics/spandex/nylons).  These types of clogs have been a common problem and seem to be 

associated with the adjacent Cutler Middle School.  WPCF Staff will reach out to the Middle 

School and attempt an educational outreach to help mitigate the problem. 

Projects 

Exterior construction for the gravity thickener rehabilitation project has been completed.  The 

majority of the interior electrical relocation is also done.  The remaining work includes 

installation of a new Potassium Permanganate feeder.  This system is on order and is expected 

to arrive and to be installed in late February.   
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