
 MINUTES 
TOWN OF GROTON 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
MARCH 4, 2008- 7:00 P.M. 

GROTON TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 
 
 

Members Present:  C. Nado, E. Cole, N. Mitchell, and K. Vaughn 
Alternates Present:  
Staff:  K. Quinn, R. Silsby 
 
Chairman Nado called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. Cole read the Call of the Hearing. 
 
Vauhgn arrived at 7:08 p.m. 
 
I. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

HDC 08-03– 15 New London Road; Lisa Rawdings, owner; Mary Pauly, applicant; 
rebuild chimney. PIN 261918208151 
 

Mary Pauly with American Masonry presented to the Commission. Details were given 
about rebuilding the chimney. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 3 Photos 
 

Lisa Rawdings spoke in favor of the application. 
 

HDC 08-04 – 11-13 Water Street; Robert Gottlieb, owner; Greg Fedus, applicant; new 
awnings and deck. PINS 261918306247, 261918306223 
 

Fred Stewart presented to the Commission. He requested to install new awning and 
extend the deck. A map and photos were presented.  
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 1 Map 
• 2 Photos 

 
HDC 08-05 – 7 Pearl Street; Richard & Beverly Steel, owners; MCM Restoration, 

applicant: replacement windows. PIN 261918318109 
 
Dave Smith with MCM Restoration presented to the Commission. He requested to 

install wood windows, like for like, in the entire home. He requested to install a new wood 
entry door. The trim would stay the same and no colors would be changed.  

 
The following exhibits were presented: 

 
• 1 Packet of 4 photos 
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HDC 08-06 – 3 Pearl Street; Spyros Barres, owner; Donzel Johnson, applicant; new 
sign. PIN 261918317086 
 

Donzel Johnson presented to the Commission. The Black Lobster Clothing Company is 
moving to 47 West Main Street. He requested to install new signs and specifics were given.  
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 3 Photos 

 
Chairman Nado closed the public hearings at 7:30 p.m. 
 
II. DISCUSSION ON ITEMS OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
HDC 08-03 – 15 New London Road 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Cole, seconded by Mitchell, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate of 
Appropriateness # 1633 
 
HDC 08-04 – 11-13 Water Street 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate of 
Appropriateness # 1634. 
 
HDC 08-05 – 7 Pearl Street 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Vaughn, seconded by Mitchell, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate of 
Appropriateness # 1635. 
 
HDC 08-06 – 3 Pearl Street 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Cole, seconded by Vaughn, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate of 
Appropriateness # 1636. 
 
III. PRE-APPLICATION HEARINGS 
 
 Chuck Canavan represented the owner, GRVL, LLC, 7 Gravel St., the old Masonic 
Temple, presented to the Commission. He proposed to renovate the existing 1913 Greek 
revival structure into a two-family home.  He will be removing the asbestos siding. There were 
concerns about doing so many major modifications to the historic building, as presented 
tonight.  The entrance way and windows were discussed and the Commission noted the 
importance of keeping its integrity.  The Commission requested photos of both sides of the 
building. 
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 Marie Carija represented the owners, John and Virginia Carija, of 38 Water Street.  
Ms. Carija spoke about the proposed addition.  She presented a set of architectural plans and 
photos. Roof lines were discussed. The Commission stated the level of detail for the trim needs 
to be more specific and they suggested that the applicant bring in photos and modified plans to 
another pre-application hearing. 
 
 Rick Ensminger, represented the owner Dennis Donahue, 21 Gravel St., presented to 
the Commission.  He requested to install a forged steel handrail.  Drawings were presented for 
viewing.  The Commission requested that he bring the drawings to the public hearing. 
  
 Todd Brady of 31 Water Street, presented to the Commission. He presented drawings 
and photos for viewing.  He spoke about the new construction and renovations he is proposing.  
Details were given about the windows, garage, marine building, flood vents, and stair wells. A 
drawing showing cable rails was presented for viewing. The Commission requested to see a 
cross section on the drawings for the public hearing. 
 
 Amelia Lord and Charlie Parsons, represented the owners, Stephen and Penny Lederer, 
10 West Mystic, presented to the Commission.  They requested to restore the front porch, 
railing, and stairs.  Drawings were presented for viewing. The Commission requested a 
drawing showing a cross section of the railing. 
 
IV. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 A flyer regarding The Connecticut Circuit Rider Program in Ledyard was 
distributed.  

 
V. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF February 19, 2008 
 

MOTION:  To approve the minutes of February 19, 2008 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Vaughn, so voted unanimously. 

 
VI. OLD BUSINESS – None. 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS – None. 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT  
 
Motion to adjourn at 9:30 p.m. made by Vaughn, seconded by Mitchell, so voted 
unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
________________________ 
Elaine Cole, Secretary 
Historic District Commission 
 
Prepared by Robin M. Silsby, Office Assistant II 
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