
MINUTES 
TOWN OF GROTON 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
JUNE 15, 2010 - 7:00 P.M. 

GROTON TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 
 
 

Members Present:  Nado, Sarasin, Mitchell, Cole, Vaughn (7:09) 
Alternates Present: None 
Staff:  Vandenbosch, Galetta 
 

Chairman Nado called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Cole read the Call of 
the Hearing. 

 
I. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
HDC 10-23 – 42 Clift Street; Kristin Vaughn-Glasfeld & Michael Glasfeld, owners; 
Kristin Vaughn, applicant; Fence. PIN #261918329126 – Continued 
 
Commission Member Kristin Vaughn recused herself and presented to the Commission 
regarding installing a fence on her property at 42 Clift Street. The property currently 
has two fences. The proposed fence is a black metal picket fence. There is a flat rail on 
the bottom with pickets on the top. The pickets themselves are 36” tall and the top of 
the pickets will be at 40”.  
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 

• Photographs 
• Drawing 

 
 Chairman Nado asked for comments in favor or against and there were none. 
The public hearing closed at 8:12 p.m. 
 
HDC 10-30 – 219 Library Street; Scott & Cheryl Beaulieu, owners/applicants; 
Modifications to previously approved plan. PIN #261917100552 – Continued 
 
Scott and Cheryl Beaulieu presented to the Commission regarding the changes to the 
approved construction plan. Per the Commission’s request the applicants highlighted the 
changes to the plans and submitted photographs of the existing construction. The views 
from Route 1 were of particular concern to the Commission. The applicants discussed 
the changes with the framer and determined that changes were made to the construction 
plan because some things would not fit as drawn by the architect. The roof line was 
changed and the windows needed to be resized to fit the frame. The skylights have been 
removed from the garage as requested by the Commission. The Commission felt that 
the transom windows are very contemporizing to the structure while the three smaller 
windows in the rear of the garage make it read as more of a utilitarian structure rather 
than as living space. The Commission had a real concern about the lack of sills and the 
returns on the south side. The sill issue must be resolved on all facades. The applicants 
may use an applied sill or add sills. The sills should be the standard historic sill. The 
Commission requested that the returns on the north and south facade be removed. The 
Commission would like two of the smaller windows on the garage removed and for the 
applicants to submit alternative window options. The hearing will be continued to allow 
the applicant’s time to remedy the items discussed with the Commission. 
 
 The public hearing closed at 8:07 p.m. 
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HDC 10-31 – 19 West Mystic Avenue; Susan Turner Ehrlich, owners/applicant; Siding 
color. PIN #261805293018 
 
Susan Turner Ehrlich owner of 19 West Mystic Avenue presented to the Commission 
regarding Hardie plank siding installation. She is proposing to use the color Arctic 
White which will be factory applied. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 

• Hardie plank color chart 
 
 Chairman Nado asked for comments in favor or against and there were none. 
The public hearing closed at 7:07 p.m. 
 
HDC 10-32 – 48 West Main Street; Madeline R. Joy, owner; Russ Kramer, applicant; 
Signage. PIN #261918308935 
 
Russ Kramer presented to the Commission regarding signage for his art gallery located 
at 48 West Main Street. The sign is 48” wide and will be hung from mounts which are 
preexisting on the building. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 

• Photographs 
 
 Chairman Nado asked for comments in favor or against and there were none. 
The public hearing closed at 7:09 p.m. 
 
HDC 10-33 – 48 West Main Street; Madeline R. Joy, owner; Donna Williston, 
applicant; Exterior egress. PIN #261918308935 
 
Donna Williston and Russ Kramer presented to the Commission regarding a required 
exterior egress for the second floor studio at 48 West Main Street. The landing will be 
supported by four posts surrounding the existing bulkhead door. The exit door will be 
located on the east elevation and come out to a 4’ x 5’ landing. Per discussions with the 
Fire Marshall the minimum landing size is 4’ x 5’ and the minimum rise and run for the 
stairs must be 7” x 11”. These dimensions will result in a 23’ stairway. The public 
view from Pearl Street will be of the back side of the stairs. From West Main Street the 
view will be of the top side of door. The egress will be seen primarily from the parking 
lot of the bank building next door. The stairs will be used for egress only.  
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 

• Drawings 
• Photographs 

 
 Chairman Nado asked for comments in favor or against and there were none. 
The public hearing closed at 7:18 p.m. 
 
II. DISCUSSION ON ITEMS OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
HDC 10-23 – 42 Clift Street 
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MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Cole, 4 in favor, 1 abstention (Vaughn). 
Motion passed. Issued Certificate of Appropriateness #1753. 
 
HDC 10-30 – 219 Library Street 
 
MOTION:  To continue the hearing to the next regularly scheduled public hearing. 
 
Motion made by Cole, seconded by Vaughn, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 10-31 – 19 West Mystic Avenue 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Vaughn, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate 
of Appropriateness #1754. 
 
HDC 10-32 – 48 West Main Street 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Sarasin, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate 
of Appropriateness #1755. 
 
HDC 10-33 – 48 West Main Street 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Vaughn, so voted unanimously. Issued 
Certificate of Appropriateness #1756. 
 
III. PRE-APPLICATION HEARINGS 
 
Sultan Ahamed owner of 29 Gravel Street appeared before the Commission regarding 
the addition of a 10’ x 16’ storage shed. The shed will be located in the rear of the 
property and will be approximately 8’ tall with a saltbox roof. The Commission 
requested the location of the shed and a picture of it for the public hearing. 
 
Kristin Vaughn appeared before the Commission regarding addition of a ridge vent to 
the main house. The ridge vent will run the entire length of the roof and will have 
soffits on either end. Additionally she is contemplating installing an additional piece of 
fencing to the property. She may tie it in with an existing stone wall. 
 
IV. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS 
 
The Commission received notification of a Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation 
program celebrating Connecticut barns which is being held on June 6. 
 
V. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF June 1, 2010 

 
MOTION:  To approve the minutes of June 1, 2010 
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Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously.  
 
VI. OLD BUSINESS – None 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
The Commission discussed possible changes to the format of the Certificate of 
Appropriateness to more clearly inform applicants that changes to approved plans 
require a new application. 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn at 9:06 p.m. made by Mitchell, seconded by Sarasin, so voted 
unanimously. 
 
 
 
________________________ 
Elaine Cole, Secretary 
Historic District Commission 
 
Prepared by Lynda C. Galetta, Office Assistant II 
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