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MINUTES
ZONING COMMISSION
OCTOBER 6, 2010 - 7:00 P.M.
TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2

ROLL CALL

Present: Cady, French, Hudecek, Marquardt, Sutherland
Absent:  Haviland, O’Neill
Staft: Davis, Gilot

Chairman Hudecek called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., seated Cady for O’Neill,
Marquardt for Haviland, and Sutherland for Brandt.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of September 1, 2010.

MOTION:  To approve the minutes of September 1, 2010 as written.
Motion made by French, seconded by Cady. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS - None

OLD BUSINESS

1. Land Use Regulation Update Project

Staff recommended the Commission discuss the proposed amendments under new
business.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Proposed Zoning Regulation Text Amendments to Section 2 (Definitions); Section
6.11 (Erosion and Sediment Control Plan); Section 7.2-13 (Surfacing and
Drainage); Section 7.4 (Landscaping, Screening and Buffer Areas); and Proposed
New Zoning Regulation 6.14 (Stormwater Management Plan) - Review and set
new public hearing date

Staff reviewed each of the proposed amendments with the Commission.

Section 2 (Definitions) — Staff reviewed changes to the previous versions, based on
the September meeting discussion. The Commission edited staff’s proposed definition of
“Commission” and agreed that there is no confusion among the members as to what Town
land use commission has specific authority with respect to the various parts of the zoning
regulations. At the Commission’s request, staff will prepare a list of the sections of the
regulations where it would be helpful to identify a specific commission. Staff will have a
draft for the November meeting. The members agreed that this would not need to be
included in the group of amendments to be heard in December, even in light of the change
to the definition of “commission” proposed this evening.

Section 6.11(Erosion and Sediment Control Plan) — Staff would like to delete 6.11-
1 B-10, as the Appendix referred to is not fully developed. Therefore, B-11 will become
B-10. The Commission would like to change all references to “e & s measures” to “e & s
control measures” for consistency. “Commission” in Section 6.11-3 and -4 was changed
to “The Planning or Zoning Commission, as applicable,...”.
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Commissioner French noted her concerns for water resources and Long Island
Sound, the fact that other land use commissions would need to rely upon these regulations
to undertake their responsibilities, and referred to section 8-2(b) of the Statutes. The
Commissioners discussed Section 8.2(b) and the possible intent of the second part of that
statute with respect to development that is not within the CAM zone. Reference was made
to the “sheep farm” and Commissioner Sutherland felt that the regulations presently under
consideration could include a reference to 8-2(b).

Staff felt that the Director should be given an opportunity to evaluate this new
suggestion and that staff would research the legislative intent. Staff felt that while a
reference could be inserted in a specific section of the regulations, depending upon the
intent, it might be prudent to avoid this, as it could be construed that the requirement
would only apply in the context of that specific regulation. Staff also felt that in general,
the other land use commissions did pay close attention to stormwater impacts and that in
fact one of the objectives of the land use regulation update was to develop, adopt and
apply a consistent set of standards across land use commissions.

Some members were concerned that other land use commissions might not be up to
speed or be aware of changes in applicable statutes.

Commissioner Sutherland asked questions regarding erosion control enforcement.
Staff provided an overview of both the formal and the operational aspects of this function,
including the roles various OPDS staff have in this regard.  Staff invited the
commissioners to come to OPDS and learn more about the Planning Department’s
inspection and enforcement activities.

Section 7.2-13 - Minor punctuation changes suggested.

Section 7.4 - Change “installation” to “planting.”

Motion to set a public hearing date for the sections reviewed tonight for December
1, 2010 was made by French, seconded by Sutherland, and passed unanimously.

REPORT OF CHAIRMAN -

The Commission and staff discussed the diesel generators being installed at Groton
Utilities’ treatment facility (Route 1).

REPORT OF STAFF - None

ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn at 8:04 p.m. made by Sutherland, seconded by French, so voted
unanimously.

Stephen Hudecek, Chairman
Zoning Commission

Prepared by Debra L. Gilot, Office Assistant III
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