
MINUTES 
TOWN OF GROTON 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
NOVEMBER 16, 2010 - 7:00 P.M. 

GROTON TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 
 
 

Members Present:  Nado, Mitchell, Cole  
Alternates Present: None 
Staff:  Quinn, Galetta 
 

Chairman Nado called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Cole read the Call of 
the Hearing. 

 
I. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
HDC 10-51 – 18-22 West Main Street; Historic Mystic, LLC, owner; Carl W. 
Gehring, Esq., applicant; Extension of original COA #1506. PIN # 261918412081 – 
Continued 
 
Attorney Carl W. Gehring appeared before the Commission on behalf of Historic 
Mystic, LLC. The group is asking for an extension of their original Certificate of 
Appropriateness #1506 that was issued January 17, 2006. The Commission previously 
requested a review of the original file to make sure it is complete and all conditions 
have been met. Attorney Gehring has reviewed the file and Staff has reviewed the file. 
There were four stipulations attached to the COA: 

1. Show the A/C enclosure shown on the top of the building with dimensions – 
max height of 36” 

2. Specify window treatments on the east & west façade as noted on the drawings 
3. Deck, handicap access ramp, dumpsters & access, and enclosure will be part of 

a separate application to the HDC 
4. Submit full set of drawings to the HDC by 2/7/06 

 
Attorney Gehring provided information to show that the file is complete. The applicant 
is not asking for any changes or to reajudicate the application, they are simply asking 
for an extension of five years from the date the original COA will expire. The 
expiration date is January 17, 2011. The project was not shovel ready in 2006 for a 
number of reasons. The applicants are still working on finalizing some of the site plan 
specifics that have to do with the Mystic Streetscape Project. Commission questioned 
when the work is to be started. The applicants are currently trying to work out the 
leasing of the retail areas. The Commission also questioned whether all of the other 
permits have been obtained. The applicants are in the process of moving forward with 
the required applications and obtaining the necessary permits. The Commission stated 
that it would be in favor of an extension for a lesser period of time. They feel it would 
be in the best interest of the Town to move the work forward. A shorter time period 
may put more urgency on the part of the applicant to complete the project. The 
applicants have considered a shorter period and would be amenable to accepting a 
period of three years. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 

• Application file #HDC 05-66 
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 Chairman Nado asked for comments in favor or against and there were none. 
The public hearing closed at 7:14 p.m. 
 
HDC 10-53 – 33 Pearl Street; Steve & Sarah Malinowski, owners/applicants; Roof 
shingles. PIN #261918329291 
 
Steve Malinowski, owner of 33 Pearl Street, presented to the Commission regarding 
replacement of roof shingles on his home. He is proposing to replace the deteriorating 
asphalt shingles currently on the house with cedar wood shingles. They will be squared 
and rebutted. Initially, the original house will be re-shingled. A section of the house 
that was originally porches will not be done at this time. They will be replacing fascia 
and soffits and plan to put in a ridge vent. The Commission stipulated on the 
application that the ridge vent will run all the way to the end of the roof. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 

• Cedar wood shingle 
• Photograph 

 
 Chairman Nado asked for comments in favor or against and there were none. 
The public hearing closed at 7:20 p.m. 
 
HDC 10-54 – 20 Bank Street; John D. Porter, owner/applicant; Chimney cap. PIN 
#261918316521 
 
John Porter, owner of 20 Bank Street, presented to the Commission regarding a 
chimney cap. He has hired a contractor to install a chimney liner and the project will 
require the addition of a chimney cap. He is proposing a bluestone cap with two or 
three brick piers. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 

• Pictures 
 
 Chairman Nado asked for comments in favor or against and there were none. 
The public hearing closed at 7:22 p.m. 
 
HDC 10-55 - 15 ½ Water Street; Frank Colonese III, owner/applicant; Replace 
windows. PIN #261918307079 0015 
 
Frank Colonese III, owner of condominium unit #15 at 15 ½ Water Street, presented to 
the Commission. His unit has three windows that are original to the condominium, 
which was built in 1983. He is proposing to install windows that will exactly match 
those already replaced in another unit of the building. They will have the exact same 
presentation on the outside. The window will be vinyl rather than wood. The previously 
approved windows were presented under application #HDC #09-38 and issued COA 
#1713. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 

• Window brochure 
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 Chairman Nado asked for comments in favor or against and there were none. 
The public hearing closed at 7:26 p.m. 
 
HDC 10-56 – 57 Pearl Street; Soogie, LLC, owner; Steven Young, applicant; Fencing. 
PIN #261914432170 
 
Architect Steven Young presented to the Commission regarding a pool fence for 
property located at 57 Pearl Street and owned by Soogie, LLC. There is an existing 
chain link fence in back of the property. Currently the homeowners are in the process 
of obtaining a pool permit from the Building Department. However, the Commission 
must vote on the fence. The existing chain link fence is not to code as it is too wide. 
The height is 48”. They would like to replace the fence using a smaller chain link and 
their contractor will use the existing posts. Additionally, there is a cedar fence 
separating the subject property from an abutting property, which the applicants plan to 
repair. Along Seahorse Lane there are existing granite posts that the applicants would 
like to use for a white picket fence with a double gate. For the remaining area along 
Seahorse Lane the owners would like to install a 48” black chain link. The Commission 
felt that a wooden fence was more appropriate historically. Replacing the existing chain 
link and repairing the cedar fence along the abutting property line is within the 
homeowner’s right to do so. Since the Commission prefers a wooden fence they are 
prepared to use the same fencing that currently exists at 55 Pearl Street, which this 
homeowner owns as well. The height of the fence will be 48” as required by building 
code.  
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 

• Photographs 
• Drawing 

 
 Chairman Nado asked for comments in favor or against and there were none. 
The public hearing closed at 7:38 p.m. 
 
 Chairman Nado closed the public hearings at 7:38 p.m. 
 
II. DISCUSSION ON ITEMS OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
HDC 10-51 – 18-22 West Main Street 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness with stipulations. Extension 
period will be 2 ½ years from the original expiration date of 1/17/2011 
 
Motion made by Cole, seconded by Mitchell, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate 
of Appropriateness #1772. 
 
HDC 10-53 – 33 Pearl Street 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate 
of Appropriateness #1773. 
 
HDC 10-54 – 20 Bank Street 
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MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate 
of Appropriateness #1774. 
 
HDC 10-55 - 15 ½ Water Street 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Cole, seconded by Mitchell, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate 
of Appropriateness #1775. 
 
HDC 10-56 – 57 Pearl Street 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate 
of Appropriateness #1776. 
 
III. PRE-APPLICATION HEARINGS 
 
Sherry & Alfie Fritsche, along with Architect James Gibbs, presented to the 
Commission regarding 15 Ice House Lane where they are proposing a new single 
family dwelling. The applicants have worked on the design based on feedback from the 
Commission. They have pushed the southwesterly-side wing back so that there is a full 
10-foot set back from front. They narrowed the garage and turned the roof 90 degrees. 
The change lowered the height of the garage so that it is diminished from the main 
house. They also moved an internal staircase and reduced the link for the connector 
from 8’ to 4’. There are only two basic window sizes that will allow for egress in the 
bedrooms. The windows are Andersen and will be six over six with adhered grills on 
the inside and outside. The applicants prefer a 52” x 30” window. The entrance is no 
longer recessed and has two added side lights with 9” glass. Another option would be 
to put in a transom in addition to the side lights. The side lights are necessary because 
they allow the only light into the house at the front entrance. The Commission felt that 
smaller side lights would be more desirable historically. The applicant asked about 
putting a cupola on the house rather than a chimney. The Commission did not feel this 
would work on the house. A cupola is historically a structure that was put on barns. 
The house will have a wood-frame chimney with brick facing or, alternatively, two 
smaller chimneys. Dimensions for the house were discussed. The applicants will need 
to work on some of the details. The will be an 8” concrete foundation, however, there 
will be a skirting so that only 7” will be exposed. The exterior of the house will be 
white cedar shakes with Azec trim. Andersen windows will have casing around them. 
The garage will have double doors and the windows will be removed. The Commission 
requested a list of materials for the public hearing. 
 
Cheryl Robdau and Rod Desmarais owners of 81 High Street appeared before the 
Commission. They are proposing the addition of a cupola on the roof of the garage and 
making a stronger roof form by extending the eaves and gable ends. They felt that 
putting a cupola on the garage would give it more of a barn look. Since they must come 
before the Commission to address the pitch of the garage roof, this is a concept that 
they are introducing for consideration. The Portersville Academy structure, which is 
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located across the street from their residence, has this sort of cupola structure. The 
Greek revival roof pitch of the garage supports a cupola well. The Commission has 
concerns with the roof pitch itself. Robdau/Desmarais are proposing the same pitch as 
the Portersville Academy building. The pitch of the garage as it currently exists would 
not change. They are trying to save the roof rather than tearing it off. The applicants 
are attempting to fix the issue of the pitch of the roof in a simple manner. The 
Commission’s main concern with the structure is that the pitch is the same as the 
addition off the back of the house. The size of the garage is approximately 20’ x 22’. 
 
Jeffrey Pritchard, owner of 31 West Mystic Avenue, appeared before the Commission 
to propose replacing the red cedar shingles on his house with red cedar shingles. He is 
planning to put corner boards on the house. Additionally, he would like to replace all of 
the windows which are original to the house. The house was built in approximately 
1962. He is proposing using an Andersen 400 Series vinyl clad window. The entire 
window unit will be replaced. The windows will need to have permanently adhered 
grills on the outside. The house sits at a distance of approximately 30’ from the road. 
The Commission has some concerns with adding corner boards to the house because the 
addition of the corner boards will change the look of the house. The Commission 
requested updated and close-up photographs of the existing windows and trim. Another 
preliminary hearing was suggested to the applicant. 
 
Peter Springsteel and Terrence Maul appeared before the Commission regarding 13 
Water Street. Maul is considering the purchase of the property located at 11 – 13 Water 
Street. It is the site of the former Parisian Pommes Fries restaurant. The applicant is 
considering the property as a site for another restaurant. He is coming before the 
Commission to discuss the issue of handicap accessibility for the building. He intends to 
add a ramp at a pre-existing entrance which will open out into a deck. An existing stone 
wall will be left as is and an additional wall will mirror it on the opposite side. In order 
to bring the building up to ADA standards a handicap accessible bathroom is required 
along with a hallway that is also handicap accessible. The applicant is proposing to 
extend the existing shed structure approximately 8’ in order to accommodate the 
hallway. Additional parking spaces are proposed and he is working with the Planning 
Department in this regard. The parking spaces will be done in conjunction with the 
Mystic Streetscape Project therefore he will ultimately need approval from the State 
DOT. The sidewalk is to remain the same. The Commission was in favor of the project 
as proposed. However, the Commission is concerned with the surface type for the 
parking spaces. The applicant explained that he is considering a cobbled stone and grass 
combination.  
 
Steven Young appeared before the Commission for Soogie, LLC owners of 57 Pearl 
Street. He is proposing adding a course of bricks to an existing chimney and replacing 
the bluestone cap in conjunction with the addition of a stainless steel liner. 
 
IV. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Staff distributed proposed Zoning Regulations text amendments. With regard to the 
proposed changes, it is the first iteration for the Wetlands portion of the regulations. 
The current regulations are being brought up to standard with State Statutes and 
regulations which involves the addition of definitions and other items. 

 
V. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF October 19, 2010 
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MOTION:  To approve the minutes of October 19, 2010 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously.  
 
VI. OLD BUSINESS – None 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS  
 
Staff distributed information regarding the Mystic Mobility Study. The plan is to set up 
transportation such as a trolley bus service from the Mystic hotels, to the Seaport, the 
Aquarium, the Train Station and such. On the Stonington side Mobility Hubs have been 
proposed. The structures are roughly 15’ x 15’. Staff shared a sketch of the Hubs with 
the Commission. The study also includes Groton; however, on the Groton side there 
are limited areas to locate a structure of this size. Options may include a structure like a 
small trolley stop. Regarding the design of the Hubs, the Commission felt simpler was 
better and the materials that are being proposed will be important. Commission 
members are interested in attending the meeting. 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn at 9:48 p.m. made by Cole, seconded by Mitchell, so voted 
unanimously. 
 
 
 
________________________ 
Elaine Cole, Secretary 
Historic District Commission 
 
Prepared by Lynda C. Galetta, Office Assistant II 
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