MINUTES
TOWN OF GROTON
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
DECEMBER 7, 2010 - 7:00 P.M.
GROTON TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2

Members Present: Nado, Mitchell, Cole, Vaughn (7:07)
Alternates Present: None
Staff: Vandenbosch, Galetta

Chairman Nado called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Cole read the Call of
the Hearing.

I. PUBLIC HEARINGS

HDC 10-57 - 57 Pearl Street; Soogie, LLC, owner; Steven Young, applicant; Chimney
cap. PIN #261914432170

Architect Steven Young presented to the Commission for Soogie, LLC owner of 57
Pearl Street. The proposal is to add a course of bricks to an existing chimney and
replace the deteriorated bluestone cap in conjunction with the addition of a stainless
steel liner. Additionally, a third course of bricks will be added at the four corners.

The following exhibits were presented:
e Photographs

Chairman Nado asked for comments in favor or against and there were none.
The public hearing closed at 7:07 p.m.

HDC 10-58 - 62 West Main Street; Albert M. Razzano, owner/applicant; Replace
windows. PIN #261918305854

Albert Razzano, owner of 62 West Main Street, presented to the Commission regarding
replacement of existing two over two vinyl windows with twelve over twelve true,
divided light windows. Muntons will be permanently adhered. The current windows
were replaced approximately 10 years ago by the previous owner. The house was
originally built in 1850. The applicant presented pictures of neighboring houses
however he did not have a current picture of his house. The Commission had concerns
about making a decision on the replacement of the existing windows without seeing an
actual picture of the applicant’s home or the proposed replacement window. The
Commission thought that changing to a twelve over twelve window was desirable. The
windows that the applicant is proposing to use are Andersen 400 Series Woodwright
windows.

The public hearing closed at 7:15 p.m.

HDC 10-59 - 27 High Street; Denise Wakim, owner; William Bertsche, applicant;
Modifications to previously approved plan. PIN #261806392984

Paul Dutra (for William Bertsche) and Steve Burdick, the contractor for the project,
presented to the Commission for Denise Wakim, owner of 27 High Street. Their
proposal is to extend a previously approved covered porch. There will be no change to
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the location or appearance of the porch and no change to the house or the garage. The
additional space will facilitate the planned handicap access. The length of the porch will
be 11’ 1” instead of the originally approved 8’. Additionally, one 3’ covered window
will be added. The porch expansion and the added window can only be seen from the
rear yard. There will be no change to the view from High Street. The applicant would
also like to change the approved materials for the window. The Commission previously
approved an authentic wood sash window and muntons. They would like to change to
an Andersen 400 Series window to keep the look uniform with the porch. The
dimension for the window is 3’ x 5°. The muntons will be permanently adhered. The
Commission did not see much of an issue with the additional 3’ section added to the
porch. The window was more of an issue. The Commission was also interested in
comparing the approved storm door on the porch with the window change being
proposed in order to see how the window will match up with the door. The applicant
requested that the window be removed from the application.

The following exhibits were presented:

e Site Plan
e Elevations

Chairman Nado asked for comments in favor or against and there were none.
The public hearing closed at 7:37 p.m.

HDC 10-60 - 9 West Mystic Avenue; Peter C. & Mary K. Edwards,
owners/applicants; Replace windows. PIN #261805292514

Mary Edwards, owner of 9 West Mystic Avenue, presented to the Commission
regarding the replacement of the windows on her home. She is also proposing to
remove the 1950’s style exterior storm windows. There are 19 windows on the
structure with 4 of them that are visible from the street. The existing windows are
double hung. The replacement windows will be vinyl clad and custom made for the
house. The Commission had concerns with the lack of photographic evidence of how
the house and the existing windows currently look. The Commission is very concerned
with the loss of a historic artifact which they consider the windows to be. They
requested dimensions for the glass as it currently exists and what will be lost in the
replacement window. The Commission also had concerns with what the view from the
public way will be. Pictures of all sides of the house as well as detailed photos of the
windows were requested.

The public hearing closed at 8:05 p.m.

HDC 10-61 - 15 Ice House Lane; Sherry B. & Alfred Fritzsche, owners; James Gibbs,
applicant; Single family dwelling. PIN #261917002630

Architect James Gibbs, along with Alfred & Sherry Fritzsche, presented to the
Commission regarding construction of a new residence at 15 Ice House Lane, owned by
the Fritsche’s. The house will have a faux chimney which is actually a wood-frame
chimney with brick facing. The elevations have been updated. For egress larger
windows will be used in the front and smaller six over six windows used on the sides.
The style of the house is actually a transition Federal-era cape. The Commission had a
concern that there was a slight discrepancy with the 3-D sketch ups and elevations
regarding the rake/returns. Further examination of the sketches, elevations, and pictures
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of model houses clarified the issue. The architectural, asphalt roof shingles will be
colored charcoal-gray to match an adjacent house. There will be an 8” concrete
foundation with a skirting that will leave only 6” exposed to view. The exterior of the
house will be white cedar shakes with Azec trim. The applicant will stipulate to painting
the trim. The double-hung windows, which are Andersen 400 Woodwright Series, will
be vinyl clad. The garage will have either 9° wooden double doors that will be painted
or Therma-true fiberglass painted doors. Getty granite will be used for the drive. The
front walkway will be a bluestone walkway.
The following exhibits were presented:

e Site Plan

e Architectural drawings

e Photographs

Chairman Nado asked for comments in favor or against.

Peter Simoncini, of 84 New London Road, spoke in favor of the application stating that
he has seen the designs and thinks the house will a good addition to the neighborhood.

The public hearing closed at 8:41 p.m.
Chairman Nado closed the public hearings at 8:42 p.m.
II. DISCUSSION ON ITEMS OF PUBLIC HEARING
HDC 10-57 - 57 Pearl Street
MOTION: To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted.

Motion made by Cole, seconded by Mitchell, 3 in favor, 1 abstention (Vaughn)
Motion carried. Issued Certificate of Appropriateness #1777.

HDC 10-58 - 62 West Main Street

MOTION: To continue the hearing to the next regularly scheduled public hearing.
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Vaughn, so voted unanimously.

HDC 10-59 - 27 High Street

MOTION: To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted.

Motion made by Cole, seconded by Mitchell, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate
of Appropriateness #1778.

HDC 10-60 - 9 West Mystic Avenue
MOTION: To continue the hearing to the next regularly scheduled public hearing.

Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously.
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HDC 10-61 - 15 Ice House Lane
MOTION: To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted.

Motion made by Vaughn, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate
of Appropriateness #1779.

III. PRE-APPLICATION HEARINGS

Architect Peter Springsteel appeared before the Commission regarding 16 Fort Rachel
Place which is owned by BLP Marine LLC. The applicants are proposing to move a
house, which is currently located at 44 Water Street and sits directly in the middle of
the Fort Rachel Marina boat yard, to this location. The concrete foundation needs
significant work. The lot has a slight grade which the applicant would like to put to use
by adding a drive under garage. New windows would be added in place of the existing
ones on the back side. The siding is old but could be used as is. The siding may be
upgraded if the Commission would approve a siding of some type. The applicants
would like to change the house from a two family to a single family use. The driveway
will be chip-seal stone. The Commission feels that the proposal to move the location of
the house is appropriate and that saving the house is very desirable. The area where the
house currently sits will be graveled and become part of the parking lot.

Rod Desmarais and Cheryl Robdau, owners of 81 High Street, appeared before the
Commission regarding changes to the approved roof pitch on their garage. They have
proposed adding a cupola and have changed some of the elements of the garage roof.
They reviewed several changes to the roof form that they have made based upon
previous presentations to the Commission. The Commission did not think that adding a
cupola to the roof would solve the problem of the roof slope. The garage was approved
with a 9-pitch roof. The applicant is trying to explore whether there is another roof
pitch that would be acceptable other than an 8'2-pitch or 9-pitch roof. The Commission
does not feel that the structure works with the pitch as it currently exists. The applicant
has explored with the engineer whether the pitch can be raised and determined that it
cannot safely be raised to a 9-pitch. It might be feasible to raise it to a 7-pitch or
possibly an 8-pitch. The applicant is trying to make an appropriate change with the least
amount of effort in terms of money and waste of building materials. The Commission
has concerns with adding the cupola. The Commission feels that a steeper pitch is more
desirable. Adding a dormer to the garage may become a massing issue. The applicant
does not feel that he can retain any portion of the structure if he must go to a 9-pitch
roof. The applicant will explore a shallower pitch and adding a dormer.

Anna Troiano, owner of 21 Bank Street, and Phil Cox the architect for the project,
appeared before the Commission regarding replacing the front entry door. The house
was built in 1936. They have salvaged a door from a house in Newport, Rhode Island
that is actually a servant’s door rather than a formal entry door. However, because the
front entrance of the subject property is actually a side entrance the proposed informal
entry door is appropriate.

Jeffrey Pritchard, owner of 31 West Mystic Avenue, appeared before the Commission
regarding the whole scale replacement of the existing red cedar siding on his home. He
will be replacing the red cedar shingles with red cedar shingles. His home was built in
1962. He would also like to add 6” corner boards to the house. The Commission felt
that corner boards would not typically be found on a circa 1960’s house, but if the
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applicant decides to add them the gutters should be moved. He is also proposing to
replace all of the windows which are original to the house. He is planning to use an
Andersen 400 Series Woodwright window with permanently adhered external grills.
The entire window units will be replaced.
IV. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS - None
V. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF November 16, 2010
MOTION: To approve the minutes of November 16, 2010 as amended
Motion made by Cole, seconded by Mitchell, so voted unanimously.
VI. OLD BUSINESS - None
VII. NEW BUSINESS - None
VIII. ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn at 10:23 p.m. made by Vaughn, seconded by Mitchell, so voted
unanimously.

Elaine Cole, Secretary
Historic District Commission

Prepared by Lynda C. Galetta, Office Assistant II
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