
INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY                        
JUNE 25, 2008 - 7:30 P.M. 

TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 
 

I. ROLL CALL 
 

Agency: Scott, Furlong, Ashworth, Block 
Excused: Sutphen, Williams 
Staff:  Jones, Moulding 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Scott at 7:30 p.m.  
 

II. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS  
 
  Attorney Marjorie Shansky stated that she has submitted a letter regarding the 
request from Konover Development for a jurisdictional ruling and preliminary review 
and would like to speak at the appropriate time for that discussion. She also stated that 
Zell Steever has submitted an intervention in the matter. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of June 11, 2008 and June 18, 2008 
 

MOTION: To approve the minutes of June 11, 2008 as amended. 
 
Motion by Ashworth, seconded by Block, so voted 4 in favor, 0 opposed. Motion 
carried. 
 
MOTION: To approve the minutes of June 18, 2008 
 
Motion by Ashworth, seconded by Block, so voted 4 in favor, 0 opposed. Motion 
carried. 
 

IV. NEW APPLICATIONS  
 
1. Library Hill LLC, Lot #9, 225 Leonard Drive 
 

Gary Sharpe presented a plan to build a 10,000 s.f and a 4,000 sq ft building 
with landscaping on lot #9 in the Leonard Drive Subdivision.  There is a 50 foot 
wetland buffer around a wetland which is on the adjoining property.  The only thing 
that would be in the buffer is a water quality basin to retain the first inch of run off. 
The basin would be a couple of feet deep and sized for water quality volume. The basin 
would be 25 to 30 ft from the wetland. The Agency members scheduled a site walk on 
July 2nd at 3:15 p.m. 

  
2. Tetlow Residence Deck, 349 Buddington Road 

 
  This application is to build a deck on the rear of a home which is under 
construction at 349 Buddington Road. Staff explained the previous application that was 
approved for the home. Dave Tetlow explained that the deck would be 24” high and 16’ 
into the setback. The agency members will take a look at the site individually. 

 
 
 
 
 



Inland Wetlands Agency 
June 25, 2008 
Page 2 of 4 
 
 
V. PENDING APPLICATIONS 

   
1. North Woods Subdivision, 1299 North Road (CT Route 117) 

 
James Bernardo, Land Surveying, LLC, Waterford reviewed the 5 lot 

subdivision on the east side of North Road.  He noted that the Planning Commission is 
reserving the ability to develop a road across the common driveway area in order to 
access the large undeveloped Haley property to the east. He reviewed the other possible 
accesses to the Haley land. 

 
The Agency reviewed their site walk.  They noted that the 50 foot wide access to 

the Haley land in its current configuration will require a road to cross wetlands.  There 
may be an imbedded vernal pool within the wetlands.  The Agency agreed that the 
future access to the Haley land should be shifted south to limit future wetland impact.  
Staff noted that development of the Haley land is not part of this application and that the 
Agency could provide recommendations to the Planning Commission as part of their 
report.  She also noted that the wetlands have not been flagged on the Haley property 
and that it is possible the Agency could see a permit application that does not address 
their recommendations in order to limit wetland impact elsewhere on the property. 

 
MOTION: To approve the North Woods Subdivision application for the following 

reasons: 
 

1. There is no loss of wetland or watercourse as a result of this project 
 

2. The applicant has eliminated all activity within 100 feet of wetlands. 
 

This permit is subject to the five standard conditions and the following 
additional condition: 

 
1. A construction detail for the rain gardens shall be placed on the plan. 
 
2. The rain garden plantings may be adjusted as soil and site conditions 

dictate. 
 

Motion by Block, seconded by Ashworth, so voted unanimously. 
 

Additional Report to Planning Commission 
 
The Wetland Agency reviewed the location of the 50 foot driveway, 
utility and public access easement on lot 5 and noted that this area may be 
developed as a town road sometime in the future.  The continuation of a 
road onto the land shown as N/F Henry E. Haley to the east will impact 
the wetlands on the Haley land.  The Agency also noted a possible vernal 
pool imbedded within the wetlands on the Haley land.  The Agency 
recommends that this 50 foot driveway, utility and public access easement 
be shifted south on lot 5 such that any road construction on the Haley 
property will be at least 200 feet from the wetland boundary. 
 

 



Inland Wetlands Agency 
June 25, 2008 
Page 3 of 4 
 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Konover Development Preliminary Discussion 
 

Diane Whitney from Pullman & Comley, LLC thanked the Agency for the 
opportunity to preliminarily discuss a development proposal for the land on Route 184 
and Antonino Road.  She hopes to identify all of the new regulated activities and to find 
out what the standards are that they need to meet.  

 
Michelle Carlson, Konover Development reviewed the 2006 approval plan for 

the property and showed the Agency an overlay of the revised plan to help identify new 
regulated activities. She showed the locations of the wetland areas, the areas of prior 
approvals, and the most recent area that was denied. The plan shows a larger detention 
basin to accommodate water quality volume but less stormwater will be going into it. 
She explained the storm ceptor unit and the fire pond, which is new.  The infiltration 
areas have been moved and will function more as detention areas. There were no direct 
impacts to the wetland area. There is also a new small yard drain collecting water from 
a pervious area in front of the building and discharging to an existing catch basin. There 
are three new drainage areas.  

 
Staff reviewed previous permitted regulated activities and the applicant described 

the changes. The Agency agreed that the new discharge point east of the building and 
south of the former Sojourner Inn requires a permit. The new discharges to existing 
catch basins at the Gold Star Office Park require a permit.  The revised configuration of 
the detention basin does not require a new permit.   

 
Attorney Whitney asked what the standards for water quality are.  She stated that 

they have a DEP stormwater permit and have met their standards.  
 
Furlong stated that the DEP standard is 80% removal of total suspended solids 

and she does not believe this plan will do that. Scott suggested the applicant consider a 
green roof, the use of pervious pavement, and additional treatment. The Agency will 
use the considerations in Section 9 of their regulations in evaluating a permit 
application. 

 
Attorney Marjorie Shansky stated that she objects to the discussion which has 

taken place. She believes the Agency should not have this discussion while in the appeal 
period for the previous decision. 

 
Zell Steever read a letter he submitted for the record stating that he is an 

intervener in any decision that may be made regarding Wal-Mart. He believes there are 
better systems that the applicant could be using in their plan. He feels the applicant 
should submit an application for the entire site. 

 
Chairman Scott stated that the Agency has had preliminary discussions with 

numerous applicants throughout the years. This process can save time with engineering 
the designs. 

 
2.    Report of Chair 
  
  The Chairman stated that in August or September the Agency should tour 
existing drainage basins. He also asked for a list of projects under construction. 
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3.  Report of Staff 

 
   Staff stated that lot #10 in the Leonard Drive Subdivision has submitted a site 

plan modification application to the Planning Commission.  The rain gardens are not 
working because of the poor soil. They are proposing a change to the design of the rain 
gardens to allow them to fully drain. Grading remains the same as the plan permitted by 
the Agency. 

 
   Staff reported that she has inspected the former Merritt property and met with a 

GOSA representative regarding work that took place in a watercourse without a permit. 
She noted that all bridges and boulders have been removed from the water course and 
showed the Agency pictures of the area. Staff suggested writing a letter to remind 
GOSA of the need for permits for regulated activities. The Agency agreed a letter 
should be sent. 

 
   Staff reported that she noticed grading on the Kent property during her walk of 

the Merritt land.  The grading appears to be within the regulated area.  She will contact 
the Kents to arrange an inspection. 

 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 

 
 

___________________________ 
Eunice Sutphen, Secretary 
Inland Wetland Agency 

 
Prepared by Robin Moulding  
Office Assistant III   


