
PLANNING COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING 
FEBRUARY 8, 2007 – 7:00 P.M. 

TOWN HALL ANNEX-COMMUNITY ROOM 2 
 

I. ROLL CALL 
 

Regular Members Present: Sherrard, Steinford, Munn, Roper, Pritchard 
Alternate Members Present: Fitzgerald 
Staff:     Murphy, Oefinger, Schneider, Moulding 

 
II. ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
 

1. 2008-2013 Capital Improvement Program – Review and 
Recommendations 

 
Mark Oefinger, Town Manager thanked the Commission for meeting to 

review the CIP and gave a history of the budget and status of capital reserve 
funds.      

  
Michael Murphy explained how the Planning and Development Office 

gathered information from Town Departments to create the draft CIP. He also 
explained how the Miscellaneous section has been broken down into new 
headings such as Technology, Economic Development, and Drainage & 
Watershed Protection. 
 

The Commission reviewed each project with staff, and had the following 
comments. Items are listed by project number and letter subsection referencing 
the draft CIP. 

 
1. Roads, A) Pavement Management Program Implementation –  
 
Munn stated that DiCesare Bentley has done a pavement program for 

Groton Long Point that Public Works might be able to use to decrease the cost of 
this project.  Steinford would like to see repavement done at Crystal Lake Road & 
Route 12. 1B)  

 
1. Roads, I) Replacement of Defective Roadside Barrier System-  
 
Pritchard feels staff should rephrase the Impact on Operating Budget 

statement.  
 

3. Sidewalks, C) New Sidewalk Construction-RT 1 Downtown – 
 
The Commission recommends this as a high priority item.   
 
3. Sidewalks, E) New Sidewalk Construction – Drozdyk Drive 
 
Roper requested this to be moved up because it is important. 
 
3. Sidewalks, G) New Sidewalk Construction – Thomas Road Bikeway-   
 
The Commission recommends this as a high priority item.   
 
4. Parks, A) Copp Property Improvement Project –  
 
Roper is in favor of a multi use trail loop. Steinford wanted more emphasis 

on gravel rather than pavement. 
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4. Parks E) Open Space Acquisition and Development-  
 
 Steinford would like to see a program for cleaning up our woods and 

getting rid of vines.  Roper strongly supported this CIP item. Staff will research to 
see if fees in lieu of open space money can be used for clean up.  Pritchard 
thought other projects might be more important this year.   

 
4. Parks and Recreation G) Golf Course Improvements – 
 
The Commission is in favor of this project if it improves revenue for the 

Town.  
  

4. Parks and Recreation, J) Poquonnock Plains Parking Lot –  
 
Steinford felt there should be signage saying to use Claude Chester 

parking lot.  
  
5. Education –  
 
The Commission chose to skip this section for now until more information 

is available regarding which schools will be staying open. 
 
6. F-1) Town hall Annex Complex Salt/Sand Storage Facility –  
 
The Commission recommends this as a high Priority item. 
 
6. F-2) Town Hall Annex Complex Animal Shelter –  
 
The Commission recommends this as a high priority item.   Steinford feels 

it should be moved out to FYE 09 if it cannot be started in FYE 08. 
 
8. Economic Development, B) Veterans Memorial- 
 
The consensus of the Commission was to move this project out a year. 
 
8. Economic Development, C) Submarine Capital of the World -   
 
Mark Oefinger stated that $25,000 can be designated as “other” funds 

because of possible donations.  Roper does not feel this should be paid for public 
funds.  The other members of the Commission strongly disagreed with Roper’s 
comments. 

 
8. Economic Development, E) Economic Assistance Fund- 
 
The Commission supports this project. 
 
Roper thought this fund could be used for the Drozdyk Drive sidewalks. 
 
Roper would like the Commission’s comments forwarded to the RTM and 

Town Council.   
 

III. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion to adjourn at 10:15 p.m. by Chairman Sherrard, seconded by 
Steinford, so voted unanimously. 
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        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
        Jeffrey Pritchard 
         


