
Meeting Minutes

Town of Groton, Connecticut 45 Fort Hill Road

Groton, CT 06340-4394

Town Clerk 860-441-6640

Town Manager 

860-441-6630

Town Council Committee of the Whole

Mayor James L. Streeter, Councilors Bruce S. Flax, Bill Johnson, Catherine Kolnaski, Deborah B. 

Monteiro, Frank O'Beirne, Jr., Deborah L. Peruzzotti, Paulann H. Sheets, and Harry A. Watson

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 7:00 PM Town Hall Annex - Community Room 1

REGULAR MEETING

CALL TO ORDER1.

Councilor Watson called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

ROLL CALL2.

Members Present: Councilor Flax, Councilor Johnson, Councilor Kolnaski, Councilor Monteiro, Councilor 

O'Beirne, Jr., Councilor Peruzzotti, Councilor Sheets and Councilor Watson

Members Absent: Mayor Streeter

Also present were Town Manager Mark Oefinger and Executive Assistant Nicki Bresnyan.

A motion was made by Councilor Watson, seconded by Councilor Monteiro, to appoint Councilor 

Kolnaski Chairman Pro Tem.

The motion carried unanimously.

Calendar and Communications3.

Town Manager Oefinger reminded the Council of upcoming retirement events for John Silsby and 

Kelly Fogg.

Approval of Minutes4.

2011-0134 Approval of Minutes (Committee of the Whole)

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MINUTES

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the Town Council Committee of the Whole meetings of May 24, 

2011 and June 7, 2011 are hereby accepted and approved.

A motion was made by Councilor Monteiro, seconded by Councilor Watson, to adopt.

The motion carried by the following vote:

Votes: In Favor: 7 - Councilor Flax, Councilor Johnson, Councilor Kolnaski, Councilor Monteiro, Councilor 

O'Beirne, Jr., Councilor Peruzzotti and Councilor Watson

Abstain: 1 - Councilor Sheets

UNFINISHED BUSINESS5.

None.

NEW BUSINESS6.

2011-0132 2011 COPS Hiring Program

Discussed

Town Manager Oefinger noted that the Council has discussed this program numerous times in the 

past.  The Town has submitted an application due to time constraints, but it can be withdrawn if 

the Council does not endorse the proposal.  The grant would allow the Town to hire three police 

officers for three years.  The Town would be required to maintain the increased number of officers 

for at least four years.  The Town Manager explained the Town's original plan to hire six 

additional officers to address overtime issues.  Ultimately, two officers were hired, but because of 
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attrition, the department is down to the original number of officers.

Councilor Monteiro expressed concern with the inability to release any officers at a time when the 

economy is questionable.  Councilor Flax questioned the cost savings in overtime associated with 

adding officers.  The Town Manager noted that the first officers hired do not affect overtime 

because they are undergoing training for a 14 month period.  Town Manager Oefinger explained 

that he is not as concerned with costs as with operational issues and the need to order people in to 

cover shifts.  The Town Manager clarified that under this program, any vacancies during the four 

year time period would have to be filled.  Councilor Peruzzotti questioned the attrition rate and 

hiring practice in the Police Department.  Councilor Johnson would like to understand the 

potential impact on the overtime.

A motion was made by Councilor O'Beirne, Jr., seconded by Councilor Peruzzotti, that this matter be 

Recommended for a Resolution.

The motion carried by the following vote:

Votes: In Favor: 7 - Councilor Flax, Councilor Johnson, Councilor Kolnaski, Councilor O'Beirne, Jr., Councilor 

Peruzzotti, Councilor Sheets and Councilor Watson

Opposed: 1 - Councilor Monteiro

2011-0133 Clean Water Fund Grant for Water Pollution Control Facility

Discussed

Town Manager Oefinger noted that approximately $2.7 million was set aside for the Town by DEP 

for Water Pollution Control Facility projects.  The Council previously authorized preparation of a 

bond referendum.  Recently, the Town received a letter from DEP indicating that the funding is no 

longer available and the Town Manager asked for clarification from DEP.  Town Manager 

Oefinger read an explanation from the bond attorney indicating that to receive the funding , the 

Town must hold a referendum before November.  The Town Clerk has indicated that the Town can 

not meet the timeline to hold the referendum at the Judge of Probate special election in August.  

The Town Clerk developed a schedule for a September 13th referendum.

Director of Public Works Gary Schneider described the projects that would be completed with the 

grant.  Councilor Sheets asked if the reduction of greenhouse gasses comes into play with any of 

the three components.  Mr. Schneider stated he would provide an answer to the Council.

The Town Manager explained that the cost of a special referendum would be similar to that for the 

Judge of Probate election (approximately $24,000).

Mr. Schneider noted that the projects would address component replacement before any failures 

occur.  The projects have been in the Capital Improvement Program for years.  If they are not 

funded by this grant, the Town will be looking at doing the projects on a prioritized basis .  

The Town Manager explained that these projects are not usually a high priority for funding .  They 

were ranked higher in this case because of the ranking of the original project.  The Town will not 

see this type of funding for these projects again.

Councilor Monteiro asked if the funding is guaranteed.  The Town Manager stated that there are 

no guarantees, but he will pursue something in writing.

A motion was made by Councilor Flax, seconded by Councilor Monteiro, to conduct a special 

referendum on September 13, 2011 for the Ordinance on Water Pollution Control Facility 

Improvements.

The motion carried unanimously

2009-0313 Elderly Tax Relief Program Interest Rate

Discussed
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from the Council.  Discussion followed.

A motion was made by Councilor O'Beirne, Jr., seconded by Councilor Peruzzotti, that this matter be 

Recommended for Deletion.

The motion carried unanimously

2010-0199 Interlocal Agreement with Durham to Provide Property Tax Relief for Emergency Services 

Volunteers

Discussed

The Town Manager stated that the Town can not enter into an interlocal agreement with Durham 

unless the Town adopts a similar ordinance for Groton residents.  He would suggest that Durham 

reimburse the Groton residents rather than working through the Town.

A motion was made by Councilor Watson, seconded by Councilor Monteiro, that this matter be 

Recommended for Deletion.

The motion carried unanimously

2011-0066 Montville Request Regarding Pending Legislation

Discussed

The Mayor and Town Manager spoke to the Mayor of Montville who indicated that although the 

legislation is still pending, there is no need for the Town to send the requested letter.

A motion was made by Councilor Peruzzotti, seconded by Councilor Watson, that this matter be 

Recommended for Deletion.

The motion carried unanimously

2011-0079 Tax Abatement Program for Surviving Spouse of a Police Officer

Discussed

Councilors discussed the request received from Linda Schneider for tax abatement for widows of 

Groton Town Police, regardless of whether or not they died in the line of duty.  Councilor Flax 

would support abatement for emergency or public safety personnel who lose their lives in the line 

of duty.  Councilor Monteiro has a concern with the definition of "in the line of duty."  The term 

needs to be better defined along with who will benefit and to what extent.  Councilor Sheets 

expressed a willingness to look into it the issue and provide a report to the Council .

Councilor Peruzzotti can not support this because she feels there are way too many people that 

deserve tax relief or abatement and she is not the one to judge.  Councilor Johnson suggested 

negotiating this with the unions.  Councilor Flax stated that the goodwill would override the cost 

because very few people have lost their lives in the emergency services in Groton.  The Town 

Manager noted that the spouse of the individual who made this request did not die in the line of 

duty.

2008-0121 Condition of Chipperini Property on Library Street

Discussed

The Town Manager noted that in accordance with the stipulated judgment, the chimney must be 

removed on or before June 30th unless there is a bona fide purchaser.  The Town has not been 

notified that that is the case.  If the chimney is not removed by Ms. Chipperini, there will be a cost 

to the Town to take it down, but a lien can be placed on the property if necessary.

2010-0232 Acquisition of Spicer Property, Thomas Road

Discussed

Town staff has looked at a number of grants to supplement the state grant for acquisition of the 

Spicer property.  The Town Manager toured the property with Fish and Wildlife personnel who 

have identified some small grant opportunities that would require State DEP endorsement .  The 

Town Manager will need an executive session in the future to talk about contingency planning if 

the Town is not successful in securing additional grant dollars .  The Town must notify DEP around 
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November of its intent to use the original grant.  The Council has talked about using open space 

acquisition funds and payment in lieu of open space funds.  Councilor O'Beirne asked if the 

Thomas Road sidewalk funds could be redirected to acquiring the property and the Town Manager 

stated no because those dollars are federal funds earmarked specifically for the Thomas Road 

project.  There is no contract of sale for the Spicer property at this point.

Consideration of Committee Referral Items as per Town Council Referral List7.

None.

OTHER BUSINESS8.

Councilor Sheets asked that the referral on recommendations of the Climate Change Task Force 

be placed on the next Committee of the Whole agenda.

- Thomas Road Multi-Purpose Path Update

Director of Planning and Development Michael Murphy addressed the Council regarding the 

Thomas Road multi-purpose path.  Funding has been available for a number of years.  A 

consultant has been working on the design of the bikeway and public information meetings have 

been held.  A 20% match by the Town was supported by the Town Council and RTM.  Currently, 

staff is working through Army Corps of Engineers and DEP requirements for the design.  There 

are some wetland impacts on the west wide of the road.  Fuss & O'Neill has developed a 

pre-submission package for permitting.  A strip of land has been appraised for easement purposes.  

Construction is anticipated in 2012.

Fish and Wildlife personnel were made aware of the multi-purpose path and the failed magnet 

school project when touring the Spicer property.

- Grove Avenue Subdivision/Mardie Lane Update

The Town Manager explained that a tax appeal and foreclosure were pending on this property .  

Last week, the Town and the property owner entered into a stipulated judgment whereby the Town 

received $175,000 for back taxes.  The Town Manager has no idea what the developer plans to do 

with the property.

ADJOURNMENT9.

A motion was made by Councilor Peruzzotti, seconded by Councilor Sheets, to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:43 p.m.

The motion carried unanimously.
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