
MINUTES 
TOWN OF GROTON 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
AUGUST 3, 2010 - 7:00 P.M. 

GROTON TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 
 
 

Members Present:  Nado, Sarasin, Mitchell, Cole 
Alternates Present: None 
Staff:  Vandenbosch, Galetta 
 

Chairman Nado called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. Cole read the Call of 
the Hearing. 

 
I. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
HDC 10-38 – 123 High Street; Francis Ferreri Estate, owner; Peter McArdle, 
applicant; Deck rail. PIN #261918301980 
 
Jim Smith and Peter McArdle, of Smith-McArdle, presented to the Commission for the 
Francis Ferreri Estate which owns the property at 123 High Street. The applicants are 
rebuilding an existing deck on the property like for like. There will be one change made 
to the deck railing. The existing hand railing will be rebuilt at a height of 36” to 
comply with State Building Code requirements.  
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 

• Photograph 
 
 Chairman Nado asked for comments in favor or against and there were none. 
The public hearing closed at 7:11 p.m. 
 
HDC 10-39 – 31 Steamboat Wharf; Lewis & Carolyn Beers, owners; Peter Springsteel, 
applicant; Door. PIN #261918401742 0018 
 
Architect Peter Springsteel presented to the Commission for Lewis and Carolyn Beers 
owners of 31 Steamboat Wharf. Their unit is on the end and faces down the river and 
can be seen from the public way. The Commission previously approved changing 
windows and doors in the unit and adding an awning. The owners would like to scale 
back the project. They would like to take out one French door and replace it with a 
double-hung window to match existing windows. It will make the unit read as a single 
unit rather than a double unit. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 

• Photographs 
• Architectural drawing 

 
 Chairman Nado asked for comments in favor or against and there were none. 
The public hearing closed at 7:18 p.m. 
 
HDC 10-40 – 380 High Street; Charles Nado, owner/applicant; Fencing. PIN 
#261914332412 
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Commission Member Charles Nado, owner of 380 High Street, recused himself from 
the meeting and presented to the Commission regarding the addition of fencing on his 
property. The fence will be 3’ tall and approximately 6” to 8” off the ground. It will 
run from the stone wall to the house and will have a flat top gate. The fence will be 
made from cedar and left to weather. It will have 4 x 4 posts with caps on top. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 

• Plot plan 
• Fence specifications 

 
 Mitchell asked for comments in favor or against and there were none. The 
public hearing closed at 7:25 p.m. 
 
II. DISCUSSION ON ITEMS OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
HDC 10-38 – 123 High Street 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate 
of Appropriateness #1759. 
 
HDC 10-39 – 31 Steamboat Wharf 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Sarasin, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate 
of Appropriateness #1760. 
 
HDC 10-40 – 380 High Street 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Cole, 3 in favor, 1 abstention (Nado). Motioned 
passed. Issued Certificate of Appropriateness #1761. 
 
III. PRE-APPLICATION HEARINGS 
 
Bill Bertsche of Mercer & Bertsche appeared before the Commission representing 
Denise Wakim owner of 27 High Street. The owner would like to add a two car garage 
to her property. The applicant has made changes to the design which was originally 
presented to the Commission. The ridge line is lower by 3’ which has resulted in a 
lower look. The applicant was able to Photoshop the garage into a picture of the 
property so that the Commission could see the results. The garage has been removed 
from the connector and put towards the back of the yard. The asbestos siding will be 
removed and resided with clapboard and the plan is to use vertical board on the addition 
and the connector. Shutters will also be added to the house and garage. The windows 
are ganged. The Commission still had concerns about the large drive that will be 
created by the project. The width rather than the length of the driveway is the issue. 
The connector will have lattice underneath. There was some concern about the lattice 
under the connector piece. The Commission would not be in favor of replicating the 
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roof line from the existing structure. The feeling is that the addition should read as 
newer rather than giving a false sense of history. The Commission felt that the design is 
going in the right direction with the most current changes. The Commission will 
individually visit the property to look at different views. 
 
Peter Springsteel and Jay Pandit appeared before the Commission regarding 126 High 
Street. The garage was previously approved to be renovated into a pool house. In the 
minutes of the approval meeting it was stated that the garage doors are not seen from 
the public way. Staff was concerned that the doors can be seen and requested that the 
applicants come before the Commission to see if the they fall under its jurisdiction. The 
doors read as a garage that has been converted. The plan is to reconfigure the existing 
doors to a single door. It will be approximately 14’ and made from aluminum. The 
Commission agreed that the doors can be seen from the public way. The view from the 
historic district is a distant one but a public hearing will be required for approval of the 
doors. 
 
IV. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS – None 
 
V. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF July 20, 2010 

 
MOTION:  To approve the minutes of July 20, 2010 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Sarasin, 3 in favor, 1 abstention (Cole). Motion 
passed.  
 
VI. OLD BUSINESS – None 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS – None 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:35 p. m. made by Mitchell, seconded by Sarasin, so voted 
unanimously. 
 
 
 
________________________ 
Elaine Cole, Secretary 
Historic District Commission 
 
Prepared by Lynda C. Galetta, Office Assistant II 
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