
MINUTES 
TOWN OF GROTON 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
DECEMBER 1, 2009 - 7:00 P.M. 

GROTON TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 
 
 

Members Present:  Nado, Gilly, Cole, Vaughn 
Alternates Present: None 
Staff:  Quinn, Galetta 
 

Chairman Nado called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Cole read the Call of 
the Hearing. 

 
I. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
HDC 09-47 – 1 Water Street; Water Street LLC, owner; Michael S. McLaughlin, 
applicant; Replace windows and siding. PIN #261918308788 
 
Michael McLaughlin presented to the Commission for Water Street LLC owner of 1 
Water Street. Permission was previously granted to remove aluminum siding and 
replace windows on the east and south side of the building. The owner is seeking to 
continue the project and remove the siding on the remainder of the building and replace 
it with new cedar clapboard. The trim on the building will be repaired. The applicant is 
also proposing to continue replacing windows. The windows are located in the front of 
the building on the second floor and along the north side. The lower façade will not be 
addressed at this time. The proposed windows are Brosco true divided, six over six, 
with square Cape Cod trim. The applicant plans to have the replacement windows 
custom made so the dimensions will remain the same. The windows will have two-inch, 
historic cedar sills. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
  

• Photographs 
 
 Chairman Nado asked for comments in favor or against and there were none. 
The public hearing closed at 7:22 p.m. 
 
II. DISCUSSION ON ITEMS OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
HDC 09-47 – 1 Water Street 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Gilly, seconded by Cole, 3 in favor, 1 opposed (Vaughn). MOTION 
PASSED. Issued Certificate of Appropriateness #1721 
 
III. PRE-APPLICATION HEARINGS 
 
Bailey Pryor owner of 35 Pearl Street appeared before the Commission regarding the 
replacement of the existing asphalt roof shingles on his house. He plans to replace them 
with Timberline architectural shingles, colored “weathered wood”. Additionally he is 
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proposing to re-enclose a covered porch in the back of the house to use as a 3-season 
room. Removable fiberglass panels, that are interchangeable with screens, will be used 
for the enclosure. There is a limited view from the street. There will be no change to 
the roofline. The Commission requested more details for the public hearing. 
 
IV. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Chairman Nado stated that he received a letter from the Town Clerk, Barbara Tarbox, 
indicating that Kristen Vaughn has been reappointed to the Historic District 
Commission for a term of five years. 

 
V. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF November 17, 2009 

 
MOTION:  To approve the minutes of November 17, 2009 
 
Motion made by Cole, seconded by Vaughn, so voted unanimously.  
 
VI. OLD BUSINESS 
 
The Commission requested the status of the fence issue at 54 High Street. Staff will 
check with the Code Enforcement Officer regarding the letter to be sent out. 
 
The Commission also requested the status of 23 Library Street. Staff stated that since 
the owner has not complied with the original order the Town Attorney will pursue 
further legal action. 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Staff stated that the Streetscape Project is seeking input from the Commission regarding 
a walkway that will be installed. There is a choice for the pedestrian barrier of thin, 
wire mesh links or steal bars on the existing railing. The Commission’s consensus was 
in favor of the mesh links. In addition, a changeable sign will be erected adjacent to the 
property at 49 West Main Street. The approximate size will be 6 ft by 3.2 ft. A 
wooden, shadow box frame with a lexan-type cover is preferable. The Commission felt 
it should be attached to the building. Staff stated that the project will commence in 
May, 2011. 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:14 p.m. made by Vaughn, seconded by Gilly, so voted 
unanimously. 
 
 
 
________________________ 
Elaine Cole, Secretary 
Historic District Commission 
 
 
Prepared by Lynda Galetta, Office Assistant II 
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