
MINUTES 
TOWN OF GROTON 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
MARCH 18, 2008- 7:00 P.M. 

GROTON TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 
 
 

Members Present:  C. Nado, N. Mitchell, and R. Seager, K. Vaughn (7:11 p.m.) 
Alternates Present:  
Staff:  K. Quinn, R. Silsby 
 
Chairman Nado called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. Seager read the Call of the Hearing. 
 
I. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

HDC 08-07– 7 Gravel Street; GRVL, LLC, owner; Chuck Canavan, applicant; 
Renovate existing Greek revival structure. PIN # 261918411233 
 

Chuck Canavan presented to the Commission. Handouts were distributed, including 
drawings and photos showing different views. He noted that the structure was built in 1911. 
He referred to what was underneath the existing asbestos siding. He would prefer his original 
proposal, to install a window at the top. He spoke about the windows, the architectural style, 
and optional stucco siding. Additional details were given. The applicant is looking for more 
feedback.   

 
A suggestion was made for Chuck to withdraw the application because he is looking for 

more feedback. The Commission suggested that the applicant discuss these issues at another 
pre-application hearing later in the meeting. 

 
The applicant withdrew his application in writing, which was submitted to the 

Commission.   
 
HDC 08-08 – 21 Gravel Street; Dennis Donahue, owner; Rick Ensminger, applicant; 

Install handrail. PIN # 261918412832 
 

Rick Ensminger presented to the Commission. Designs and other documentation were 
submitted. The applicant sketched in exactly where the handrail would be located. He noted 
that it would be painted. 

 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 1 page with 3 photos 
• 3 drawings 

 
Victor Dipaglia of 43 Pearl Street has seen Mr. Ensminger’s work and spoke in support 

of the application. 
 
HDC 08-09 – 31 Water Street; Randall’s Wharf Co. LLC, owner; Todd Brady, 

applicant: Construct and renovate buildings. PIN # 261918306046 
 
Todd Brady and his architect presented to the Commission.  An application for new 

construction and renovation of buildings was discussed. Brady distributed a packet of 
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information with photos. Specifics were given about the buildings. He spoke about windows. 
doors, stairs, cable rails, and the roof. The mechanical equipment storage area, maintaining the 
parking area, the installation of a 6 foot fence, and moving the gate was discussed. Details 
were given about the marine services building. The applicant noted that he has made numerous 
modifications over the past 2 plus years, noting that it has been a work in progress.  

 
The Commission requested to see drawings with overall dimensions written on the 

submitted designs, as well as other pertinent information. The Commission gave their concerns 
about the parking lot, siding, trim, gate, and 6 foot fence. 

 
The applicant noted that he was not in favor of installing a fence but had been informed 

by his engineer that the Town of Groton Planning Department might require a 6 foot fence. 
 
Some members had concerns about the mass of the buildings. Commission members 

felt the applicant did a good job on the detailing but are not in favor of installing a 6 foot 
fence. Additional viewpoints about the gate, cornices, and other items were noted. Commission 
members spoke about the importance of using gravel, not using any markings in the parking 
lot. The Commission appreciated the applicant’s patience in modifying the original application. 

 
It would be stipulated by the Commission that no fence would be installed. The 

applicant will make additional modifications regarding the roof, fence, gate, parking lot, etc 
and submit them before the public hearing ends tonight.  

 
The following exhibits were presented: 

 
• Exhibit 1 - A packet with architectural drawings and photos. 
• Exhibit 2 - Drawing 
• Exhibit 3 - Architectural drawing 

 
The Public hearing would stay open until the rest of the drawings were submitted to the 

Commission later in the meeting, before the public hearing closes. 
 
HDC 08-10 – 10 West Mystic; Stephen and Penny Lederer, owners; Amelia Lord and 

Charlie Parsons, applicants; Restore front porch, railing, stairs. PIN # 261805290522 
 

Amelia Lord and Charlie Parsons presented to the Commission. They requested to 
restore the front porch, railing, and stairs. Details were given. They noted that in the future, 
they may submit a request to install a different baluster. The applicant noted that the railing 
would be raised to 36 inches. Commission members suggested that the tread dimensions 
remain the same and should be noted on the plan. 

 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• A packet containing drawings and photos were submitted.  
 

Chairman Nado closed the public hearing at 9:02 p.m. He noted that he would re-open 
the Public Hearing tonight when the applicant, Todd Brady, has made the requested 
modifications. 
 
II. DISCUSSION ON ITEMS OF PUBLIC HEARING 
HDC 08-08 – 21 Gravel Street, Mystic 
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MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Seager, seconded by Mitchell, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate of 
Appropriateness # 1637. 
 
HDC 08-10 – 10 West Mystic Avenue, Mystic 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Vaughn, seconded by Mitchell, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate of 
Appropriateness # 1638. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS (Continued) 
 
Chairman Nado re-opened the public hearing at 9:05 p.m. 
 
HDC 08-09 – 31 Water Street; Randall’s Wharf Co. LLC, owner; Todd Brady, applicant: 
Construct and renovate buildings. PIN #261918306046. 
 

The applicant spoke about additional modifications he has made to the plans relating to 
but not limited to overall dimensions, the roof, the gate, the fence, and the parking lot. 

 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 8 Exhibits, including design drawings and photos. 
 
Chairman Nado closed the public hearing at 9:12 p.m. 
 
 
DISCUSSION ON ITEMS OF PUBLIC HEARING (Continued) 
 
HDC 08-09 – 31 Water Street, Mystic 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Seager, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate of 
Appropriateness # 1639. 
 
 
III. PRE-APPLICATION HEARINGS 
 
 Marie Carija represented the owners, John and Virginia Carija, of 38 Water Street.  
Ms. Carija spoke about the proposed addition. She noted that stone would be used for the patio 
instead of brick. She spoke about stone walls and the roof. Discussion followed about the roof 
and clapboard. The trim was discussed and trim options were presented. The Commission gave 
their concerns and suggestions. 
 
 Vaughn left at 9:46 p.m. 
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 Chuck Canavan presented to the Commission. Discussion continued about renovating 
the existing Greek revival structure. The entrance and windows were discussed and modified 
drawings were presented. 
 
 Commission members gave their opinions about the front façade and the building’s 
historical significance as a former Masonic temple. They felt that the outside of the structure 
should remain looking like a Masonic temple, even though it will be a residential house. The 
Commission felt stucco would be appropriate, though texture and color would be important 
factors. Other siding options were discussed. The applicant noted that a patio with a stone 
foundation and railing is being proposed at the back of the building.  
  
IV. CORRESPONDENCE – None. 
 
V. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF March 4, 2008 
 

MOTION:  To approve the minutes of March 4, 2008 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Seager, so voted unanimously. 

 
VI. OLD BUSINESS 

 
Mitchell attended the workshop in Ledyard. Materials will be distributed at a later 

meeting. 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS – None 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT  
 
Motion to adjourn at 10:19 p.m. made by Mitchell, seconded by Seager, so voted 
unanimously. 
 
________________________ 
Elaine Cole, Secretary 
Historic District Commission 
 
Prepared by Robin M. Silsby, Office Assistant II 
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