
TOWN OF GROTON 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

APRIL 3, 2007 - 7:00 P.M. 
GROTON TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 

 
Members Present:  C. Nado, D. Seager, and E. Cole 
Alternates Present: N. Mitchell and D. Madden 
Staff:  K. Quinn, S. Discordia 
 
Chairman Nado called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Chairman Nado appointed Mitchell and Madden as a voting members. 
 
I. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Cole read the call as it appeared in The Day. 
 
HDC 07-09 – 5 Rathbun Place; Karen Scopino, owner/applicant; approval of new deck. PIN 
261917204072 
 
Karen Scopino presented to the Commission how she felt that this deck is grandfathered in and 
has been taxed as such by the Town of Groton for many years. She stated that she had letters and 
support from neighbors regarding the deck that has been rebuilt without Historic District 
Commission approval. She stated that the houses in her neighborhood have decks similar to hers 
and she feels her new deck is not out of character.  
 
Ms. Scopino read the letters into the record. 
 
The Commission stated that this deck is inappropriate for this single family dwelling as it is 
much larger as the previous structure and the supporting structure is not in keeping with this 
style of house. 
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments. 
 
Gaines Tyler spoke for the applicant and stated he has a clear view of the deck. He stated that the 
current deck is an improvement to what was there before. 
 
Fred Haviland stated that the owners have done a great job of restoring the property and he 
thought the new deck was fitting to the house. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 7 pictures 
• 3 letters 
 
HDC 07-10 – 13 Water Street; Tapley Investment Co., LLC, owner; Fred Stewart, applicant; 
install vent in back of building. PIN 261918306223 
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Fred Stewart presented pictures to the Commission of the structure. He would like to convert the 
site from retail back to a restaurant. Mr. Stewart is applying to install a vent in the back of the 
building.  
 
The Commission stated this change was appropriate to the structure. 
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 11 pictures 
• 3 drawings 
 
HDC 07-11 – 7 Water Street; Dr. Tim Owens, owner/applicant; replacing window with door. 
PIN 261918307563 
 
Christopher Owens, brother to Dr. Tim Owens, presented to the Commission pictures of the 
building. He stated he chose the slimmest door and frame to replace the window.  
 
The Commission thought it was appropriate to the structure. 
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 3 pictures 
• 3 drawings 
 
HDC 07-12 – 225 Library Street; Judith Hicks, owner; Peter Springsteel, applicant; one story 
addition. PIN 261917009529 
 
Peter Springsteel presented to the Commission. He showed the Commission drawings of the one 
story addition to the rear of the house. He stated they will match the clapboard and trim to the 
existing house.  
 
The Commission thought the addition was appropriate to the structure. 
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 1 picture 
• 2 plot plans 
• 1 drawing 
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HDC 07-13 –28 West Mystic Avenue; Suzanne Braley, owner; Peter Springsteel, applicant; 
restore 2 existing dormers. PIN 261805280480 
 
Peter Springsteel presented old pictures of the house with the original dormers. He stated the 
owner would like to restore the dormers to their original materials. The owner would also like to 
remove the aluminum siding on the porch wall and replace with clapboard.  
 
The Commission thought it would be an improvement restoring the house as much as possible. 
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 4 pictures 
• 1 plot plan 
• 1 material sheet 
 
HDC 07-14 – 34 Buttonwood Lane; Robert & Susan Robotham, owners/applicants; new gazebo. 
PIN 261806382765 
 
Mr. Robotham presented to the Commission a drawing of the proposed gazebo. He also 
submitted pictures of the site.  
 
The Commission thought the gazebo would be appropriate to the site. 
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 1 picture 
• 1 drawing 
• 1 plot plan 
 
HDC 07-15 – 15 Gravel Street; Dan & Jane Brannegan, owners; Michael Driscoll, applicant; 
replace existing trim. PIN 261918412428 
 
Mr. Driscoll presented to the Commission. He is seeking approval to replace the trim with Azec 
trim on the main house.  
 
The Commission felt that the wood should be left to age naturally and didn’t believe the plastic 
trim would be appropriate. They agreed that all replacement should be done in wood and if it’s 
like for like they don’t need Historic District approval. 
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
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The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 12 pictures 
 
The public hearings were closed at 8:25 p.m. 
 
II. DISCUSSION ON ITEMS OF PUBLIC HEARING  
 
HDC 07-09 – 5 Rathbun Place 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Seager, seconded by Madden, three opposed (Mitchell, Nado & Cole). 
 
Motion not carried. 
 
HDC 07-10 – 13 Water Street 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Cole, seconded by Mitchell, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 07-11 – 7 Water Street 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 07-12 – 225 Library Street 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Cole, seconded by Seager, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 07-13 – 28 West Mystic Avenue 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness with a stipulation. 
 
Motion made by Seager, seconded by Mitchell, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 07-14 – 34 Buttonwood Lane 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Madden, so voted unanimously. 
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HDC 07-15 – 15 Gravel Street 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Seager, seconded by Madden, three opposed (Nado, Mitchell and Cole). 
 
Motion not carried 
 
III. PRE-APPLICATION HEARINGS  
 
Larry Bogart and Pat Kelly of 19 Prospect Street would like to discuss the resurfacing of the 
roads in Mystic. He submitted the letter to the Commission for review. Mr. Bogart stated that the 
road does not have curbing right now and he opposes the curbing the Town is stating they may 
put in. He showed the Commission a petition signed by neighbors.  
 
The Commission decided to draft a letter to the Town Council, Town Manager and Department 
of Public Works stating that this curbing and widening of these rural roads is not in keeping with 
the historic nature of Mystic. 
 
George Blatchford represented the owners of 32-34 West Main Street. He handed out specs for 
the replacement windows for the second and third floors of the building. The windows will be 
wood but they will be double pane instead of a single pane.   
 
The Commission requested a picture of the original windows be brought to the public hearing.  
 
Dawn Colonni of 281 High Street presented to the Commission. She would like to put in a deck 
in the back of the house.  
 
IV. CORRESPONDENCE  
 
Staff distributed Preservation News 
 
V. MINUTES 
 
MOTION:  To approve the minutes of March 20, 2007. 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Madden, so voted unanimously. 
 
VI. OLD BUSINESS  
 
Staff distributed a copy of the brochure that has been electronically submitted to the printer. Staff 
asked the Commission to pick one of three paper designs for the new brochure. The Commission 
preferred the parchment. 
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VII. NEW BUSINESS  
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn at 9:39 p.m. made by Mitchell, seconded by Madden, so voted unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
________________________ 
Elaine Cole, Secretary 


