
MINUTES 
TOWN OF GROTON 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
MAY 6, 2008- 7:00 P.M. 

GROTON TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 
 
 

Members Present:  N. Mitchell, C. Nado, E. Cole, K. Vaughn 
Alternates Present: None 
Staff:  K. Quinn, L. Galetta 
 
Chairman Nado called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  E. Cole read the Call of the Hearing. 
 
I. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
HDC 08-12 – 147 Noank Road; Thomas J. Tramont, owner/applicant; Construct a one-story 
addition on South side of house. PIN #261806391571 
 
Thomas J. Tramont presented to the Commission.  Discussion regarding the design of the 
addition he is seeking.  Foundation material was discussed.  He would like to use a piled stone 
façade over a poured, concrete, foundation.  Commission requested a property site sketch with 
minimum dimensions.  Plan is to use a square column by the door.  The original siding was 
vertical rather than clapboards on the front.  Cedar clapboard will be used.  Commission 
questioned the mullions.  The french-door will have true mullions visible from outside. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 

• Property site sketch 
• 3 pages - Architectural Plans and Specs 
• 1 Photo 

 
HDC 08-13 – 171 Candlewood Road;  Wayside Chapel, owner;  Larry J. Roit, applicant;  
Construct a fence on the West side of church building.  PIN #179020818594 E 
 
William Price, deacon of Grace Baptist Chapel presented to the Commission.  Plan is to 
construct a 30 x 56 fence on west side of church building to provide a fenced playground for 
children.  The Commission questioned whether the fence will be painted.  The Commission felt 
that it would be appropriate to paint it the same color as the church or leave it to weather 
naturally.   
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 

• Sample photo of cedar picket fence 
• 2 photos 
• Plot plan with dimensions and set backs 

 
John Graves spoke in favor of the application. 
 
HDC 08-14 – 360 High Street;  Emerald Shield Properties LLC, owner; John L. Graves, 
applicant;  Raze existing garage.  PIN #261914332271 
 
John Graves presented to the Commission along with Mike McLaughlin, a contractor and 
Chuck Canavan, an architect.  The demolition plan is to save the foundation and rear wall.  
There is a front slab that has been undermined and will be removed.  Mike McLaughlin stated 
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that the building is in such a state of disrepair that it would be very costly and unsafe to save.  
Chuck Canavan stated that if the structure were rebuilt to code there would be nothing of the 
current building left. 
 
The Commission stated that the structure is a very distinctive outbuilding which is actually 
larger than it appears.  Although it is not very visible from High Street, it can be seen from 
Clift Lane.  It offers a great deal of space and has a unique door system.  The Commission 
stated that it is a piece of our history and they would not look favorably on the proposed 
demolition. 
 
Since the intention is to rebuild the garage, a suggestion was made for the applicant to change 
the application from one seeking to raze the building to one for rebuilding the structure. 
 
The applicant withdrew his application in writing, which was submitted to the Commission. 
 
Chairman Nado closed the public hearings at 7:50 p.m. 
 
II. DISCUSSION ON ITEMS OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
HDC 08-12 – 147 Noank Road 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by K. Vaughn, seconded by E. Cole, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate of 
Appropriateness #1641 
 
HDC 08-13 – 171 Candlewood Road 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness with modifications.  (Fence may be 
painted or left unpainted at applicant’s choice) 
 
Motion made by E. Cole, seconded by K. Vaughn, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate of 
Appropriateness #1642   
 
III. PRE-APPLICATION HEARINGS 
 
John Graves and Chuck Canavan presented to the Commission for 360 High Street, Emerald 
Shield Properties LLC, owner; John L. Graves, applicant;  Mr. Graves is seeking to rebuild an 
existing outbuilding/garage on the property.  Plans for the reconstruction were discussed and 
explained to the Commission.  The idea is to reproduce the same structure but updated.  The 
concept is like for like.                  . 
 
The Commission stated that the plans and photos do not show a reconstruction of the existing 
building.  The corner boards and clapboards change the nature of the building.  The eave detail 
is changed.  The commission stated that it would not be appropriate for the structure to be 
clapboarded to match the house because that injects a more modern viewpoint.  Exterior wall 
materials should not be changed.  Cedar shakes would be more appropriate.  Window casings 
and mullions were discussed.  Windows and doors should be kept the same size and in the 
same location.  The Commission stated that material selection will be very important.  The 
doors will be a crucial element to the reconstruction.  Applicants will revise and present new 
plans with the application. 
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Susan E. Crawford, owner of 26 Pearl Street, presented to the Commission.  She would like to 
add a 12’ x 31½’ covered porch to the back of her house, very similar to what is currently in 
the front.  Presently there is an asphalt “patio” in the back.  She would like to utilize the back 
yard and the privacy it affords. 
 
The Commission requested views of the front of the house.  Views from the house were 
discussed.  The house is a Greek revival structure.  The shape and line of the porch was 
discussed.  Porch columns will be circular and the same as those on the front.  Using 
clapboard on porch is not appropriate and no handrails or screening will be used.  Commission 
requested a stake be used as a marker for the porch so they can determine how much can be 
seen from Gravel Street.  Commission requested plans with accurate dimensions for discussion 
when the application is presented. 
 
Bill McNeil and Dave Preka presented to the Commission for Chelsea Groton Savings Bank 
owner of 61 West Main St.  They are planning a museum-quality restoration of the existing 
Federal style structure.  Concept and ideas were discussed with the Commission.  With regard 
to a proposed cobblestone driveway, the Commission felt that gravel or crushed clamshells 
would be most appropriate.  Another option would be a chip seal surface.  The Commission 
recommended architectural drawings and photos at the next pre-application hearing to provide 
better visualization. 
 
Tamara Laurie, Lessee and Cam Bortz, of Finest Kind Signs, presented to the Commission for 
new signage at 43 Main St.  They are looking for approval of two new signs for Tamara’s 
boutique.  The Commission questioned whether they could be hung from an existing bracket.  
Discussion took place about the placement, size and colors for the signs. 
 
Carl Gehring, owner of 40 New London Road presented to the Commission.  He is seeking to 
replace window sashes in his home like for like.  The interior and exterior trim will remain.  
Mr. Gehring is looking for guidance and suggestions from the Commission.  The Commission 
recommended Old House Journal magazine as a very good resource.  Brand is not as critical as 
material and appearance.  Staff stated that egress requirements would not apply to this project. 
 
Peter Springsteel presented to the Commission for clients who have the lot behind #221 
Library Street under contract.  They would like to construct a Gambrel house on the vacant lot.  
Photos of current like-style homes in the district were presented and discussed.  The future 
owners would like to get a feel for what the Commission would prefer to see built.  
Commission suggested he appear at another pre-hearing with a line sketch and different views. 
  
IV. CORRESPONDENCE  
 
Staff presented information, from the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation, about 
workshops in May and June.  The May 17th topic is about making houses energy efficient and 
the June 14th topic is restorations and easements. 
  
V. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF April 15, 2008 
 
MOTION:  To approve the minutes of April 15, 2008, as amended. 
 
Motion made by K. Vaughn, seconded by E. Cole, so voted unanimously. 
 
VI. OLD BUSINESS 
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With regard to the Rod Desmaris building on Main Street, Staff reported that a public hearing 
must be held in order to negotiate a lease for a parking area near the pump station. 
 
Staff reported that Attorney Tom Collier still represents the owner of 39 Pearl St with regard 
to the matter of skylights and roofing.  He will advise the HDC of any action the client plans to 
pursue.  
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS  
 
The State of Connecticut is moving forward on the new Mystic Drawbridge.  It is looking for 
guidance from the Historic District Commission regarding some items.  Specifically they are 
asking for comments on the following: 

1. Color of the bridge house – Commission preference is weathered gray with 
white trim. 

2. Color of bridge – Commission suggested Tom Townsend would be an excellent 
resource. 

3. Style of new traffic light pole on the bridge – Commission would like to see it 
resemble the proposed light poles on Main St. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT  
 
Motion to adjourn at 10:00 p.m. made by K. Vaughn, seconded by E. Cole, so voted 
unanimously. 
 
 
 
________________________ 
Elaine Cole, Secretary 
Historic District Commission 
 
Prepared by Lynda Galetta, Office Assistant II 


	I. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
	V. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF April 15, 2008 
	VI. OLD BUSINESS 
	VII. NEW BUSINESS  
	VIII. ADJOURNMENT  

