
MINUTES 
TOWN OF GROTON 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
JUNE 19, 2007 - 7:00 P.M. 

GROTON TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 
 

Members Present:  C. Nado, E. Cole, K. Vaughn and N. Mitchell   
Alternates Present:  
Staff:  K. Quinn, S. Discordia 
 
Chairman Nado called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
I. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Cole read the call as it appeared in The Day. 
 
HDC 07-23 – 19 Gravel Street; Todd & Melanie Drevo, owner; Chuck Canavan, applicant; 
install rail on existing porch roof and replace window with door. PIN 261918412646 (cont’d) 
 
Mr. Canavan stated they will install a window that will open to the inside of the house. He will 
be reusing the old window and constructing it to open. The owner will install a railing along the 
porch roof like the original one in older photographs.  
 
Mitchell stated that at the last public hearing Mr. Canavan had suggested they were going to 
install decking on the porch roof. The Commission agreed that decking was not applied for on 
the application and therefore the roof should remain the same or replaced like for like.  
 
HDC 07-28 – 15 ½ Water Street; The Power House, owners; Marie Carija, applicant; install new 
sign. PIN 261918307079 
 
Ms. Carija presented two alternatives for the sign they would like for The Power House. She 
stated they are currently designing a second sign to be attached to the building near the entry that 
will state the year the building was constructed. Ms. Carija stated to put the year built on this 
sign would confuse people and may look like a street address. 
 
Vaughn stated she would approve the sign with the year built “1903” on the sign. She stated that 
graphically it looks more contemporary without the year. 
 
Cole stated that she liked the sign without the year as it is a cleaner sign. She suggested 
displaying the year on the brick structure. 
 
The applicant decided to withdraw the application to pursue another sign on another structure. 
 
HDC 07-29 – 20 New London Road; AJ & Kathy Hocking, owners/applicants; install fencing. 
PIN 261918206229 
 
Mr. Hocking distributed drawings showing where he would like to install a picket fence. He 
showed a picture of the arbor that he would like to construct.  



Historic District Commission 
June 19, 2007 
Page 2 
 
 
The Commission stated they could not vote on the 6 foot fence as there was not enough 
information. 
 
Mr. Hocking removed the 6 foot fence for the back yard from the application. 
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 2 pictures 
• 1 drawing 
 
HDC 07-30 – 27 West Main Street; Jerome Properties, owners; Jamie Douglas, applicant; install 
new sign. PIN 261918400894 
 
Mr. Douglas showed pictures to the Commission of the signs he would like to put up of the new 
“Black Dog General Store”. The flat sign will simply be screwed into the existing trim. The sign 
is 8 feet long and will be centered over the door. Mr. Douglas showed the hanging oval sign he is 
proposing.  
 
The Commission thought the flat 8 foot sign over the door would be fine. They were concerned 
with the new bracket for the other sign. The Commission would prefer the applicant to use the 
existing sign bracket to preserve the integrity of the structure. 
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 3 pictures 
 
HDC 07-31 – 2 New London Road; Daniel Lucente, owner/applicant; install fencing. PIN 
261918304279 
 
Mr. Lucente presented to the Commission. He showed the Commission drawings and pictures of 
the proposed fence.  
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 1 picture 
• 3 drawings 
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HDC 07-32 – 6 West Mystic Avenue; S. Farenden, owner/applicant; install gutters. PIN 
261805199894 
 
Ms. Farenden presented to the Commission. She would like to install gutters and downspouts on 
the house as the rain is causing damage. She showed the Commission pictures of the house.  
 
The Commission thought the gutters were appropriate. 
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 6 pictures 
 
The public hearings were closed at 8:13 p.m. 
 
II. DISCUSSION ON ITEMS OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
HDC 07-23 – 19 Gravel Street 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Cole, seconded by Vaughn, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 07-28 – 15 ½ Water Street 
 
Application was withdrawn. 
 
HDC 07-29 – 20 New London Road 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Vaughn, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 07-30 – 27 West Main Street 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness with the stipulation that the flat sign be 

centered over the entry door and the vertical sign be placed on the existing bracket. 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Vaughn, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 07-31 – 2 New London Road 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
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Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Vaughn, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 07-32 – 6 West Mystic Avenue 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Vaughn, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. 
 
III. PRE-APPLICATION HEARINGS  
 
Jeanine Chavell at 290 High Street would like to replace her windows. She stated that the new 
fire code requires at least one larger window in each bedroom. Ms. Chavell stated two will be on 
the side of the house and one in the back of the house. She stated the trim will stay the same.  
 
William Bertsche represented the owners of 6 Park Place. He showed pictures of the house to the 
Commission. The owners would like to add a one story addition. They would like to remove the 
aluminum siding and replace any damaged existing siding with hardy plank. 
 
Mitchell stated that she would not vote in favor of replacing the original clapboards with hardy 
plank until she has seen the condition of them.  
 
The Commission stated they thought the addition was appropriate but would like to see the 
windows separated. 
 
Peter Springsteel represented the owners of 2 West Mystic Avenue. He showed the Commission 
a site plan. They plan to eliminate the driveway and move it to another spot on site. Mr. 
Springsteel stated they would use oil stone. The owner would like to put on an addition. He 
discussed different ideas with the Commission.  
 
Steven and Sara Brown of 80 Clift Street presented to the Commission. They would like to build 
a deck off of the back of the house. They would also like to build an addition off the kitchen to 
come out on the deck.  
 
Marie Carija represented the owners of the new restaurant Parisian Pomme Fries. She showed a 
drawing of the sign they would like to use. The Commission thought the sign would be 
appropriate. 
 
Dave Regan of 106 Library Street showed new drawings of the proposed new house he would 
like to build. Mr. Regan and the Commission discussed appropriate design of the new house. 
 
Vaughn asked that the windows on the rear elevation be separated, possibly three across. The 
Commission also requested that the windows have a sill.  
 
IV. CORRESPONDENCE - None 
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V. MINUTES 
 
MOTION:  To approve the minutes of June 5, 2007. 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Vaughn, so voted unanimously. 
 
VI. OLD BUSINESS - None 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS - None 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn at 10:16 p.m. made by Vaughn, seconded by Mitchell, so voted unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
________________________ 
Elaine Cole, Secretary 
Historic District Commission 
 
Prepared by Sheila Discordia, Office Assistant II 


