
  
INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 

APRIL 25, 2007 - 7:30 P.M. 
TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 

 
 

I. ROLL CALL 
 

Agency: Scott and Block 
Alternates Ashworth and Furlong 

Staff:  Jones and Discordia 
 
Chairman Scott appointed Ashworth and Furlong as voting members. 

 
II. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS  

 
Sydney VanZant informed the Agency of the developing Drinking Water Source Management 
Plan. The purpose is to better protect watershed areas in the region. Ms. VanZant encouraged 
the Agency to keep notebooks on any amendments to regulations. She stated at their last 
meeting they were informed by Lori Mathieu of the State Department of Health that the Inland 
Wetland Agency could make decisions based on what they felt could be the degradation of 
drinking water.  
 
Ms. VanZant handed out materials to the Agency containing different articles. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of April 10, 2007 and April 11, 2007 
  

MOTION: To approve the minutes of April 10, 2007 and April 11, 2007 
 
Motion made by Block, seconded by Furlong, so voted unanimously. 
 

IV. NEW APPLICATIONS 
 
1. Receipt of New Applications - None 

 
V. PENDING APPLICATIONS  

 
1. Community Baptist Church, 0 Gold Star Highway 
 
Normand Thibeault, senior project engineer with Provost & Rovero, Inc. addressed comments 
revised by the Agency at their last meeting. The location of the level spreader has been moved 
out of the 100 foot buffer zone as requested by the Agency. They are proposing a conservation 
easement which will be marked and incorporated into the deed of the property. Mr. Thibeault 
read a letter from the State stating that this proposed site will not pose a threat to any 
endangered species.  
 



Inland Wetlands Agency 
April 25, 2007 
Page 2 
 

Mr. Thibeault showed the Agency the floor plan for the proposed building. He the owner does 
not want to reduce the square footage and a two story building does not meet the church’s 
needs. 
 
Mr. Thibeault stated that he has reviewed moving the driveway further away from the 
wetlands. Given the size of the building and the amount of parking spaces required, the 
driveway could not be moved. He distributed a sketch showing the driveway shifted to the east. 
 
Staff has recently received revised plans and is waiting for Groton Utility comments. 
 
The Agency tabled discussion to the next meeting. 
 
2. Nordquist Residence, 42 Somersett Drive 

 
Mr. Nordquist reviewed his proposal to regrade his yard to eliminate uneven terrain and to 
repair an eroded area leading from the wetland to the drain in his yard. He stated that he has no 
intent of draining any of the wetlands. He stated his backyard is not useable and he would like 
to level it out. Mr. Nordquist stated he would only use a Bobcat to level the yard and no heavier 
equipment. 
 
The Agency stated they did not want a Bobcat used in the back yard that close to the wetlands. 
They suggested filling in the gullies with topsoil, raking and seeding. They also agreed that 
stone would stabilize the eroded area more efficiently. 
 

  MOTION: To approve the Nordquist Residence application for the following reasons: 
 

1. There is no loss of wetland or watercourse associated with this application. 
 

2. The project will result in elimination of an ongoing erosion problem. 
 

This permit is subject to the four standard conditions and the following additional 
conditions: 

1. No heavy equipment shall be used to spread the topsoil. 
 

2. Topsoil shall be placed in the low spots throughout the rear yard. 
 

3. The eroded channel shall be stabilized with minimum ¾ inch washed stone or 
approved equivalent. 

 
Motion made by Block, seconded by Furlong, so voted unanimously. 
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3. Biscuiti Addition, 115 Cedar Road 
 
Staff stated that DPW will not allow the dewatering pump discharge to be placed in the right of 
way.   
 

MOTION: To approve the Biscuti Addition application for the following reasons: 
 

1. There is no loss of wetland or watercourse associated with this activity 
 

2. There are no future regulated activities made inevitable by the issuance of this 
permit. 

 
This permit is subject to the four standard conditions and the following additional 
conditions: 

1. The sump pump discharge pipe and erosion controls shall be placed outside of the 
Cedar Road right of way. 

 
MOTION: Motion made by Furlong, seconded by Ashworth, so voted unanimously. 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS
 
1. McDermott Property, 340 Noank Road – preliminary discussion. 
 

Mike Scanlon of DiCesare-Bentley Engineers discussed this property with the Agency. He 
stated the owner would like to pursue building a house on this property which is 
constrained by wetlands and two front yard setbacks. Mr. Scanlon stated they would try to 
get a zoning variance for the setbacks. Mr. Scanlon presented pictures of the property, 
noting that it is maintained as a lawn up to the edge of the wetland. 
 
Furlong stated she would be concerned about additional impervious surface run off and 
future use of the yard area. The Agency asked Mr. Scanlon to pursue setback varianced 
prior to permit application. 
 

2. Report of Chair - None 
 

3. Report of Staff 
 

Staff stated that a homeowner on Brook Street, across from Haley Brook Farm has removed 
three trees from his property in the process of removing invasive species. Staff stated the 
owner wanted to continually mow near the wetlands to keep the invasive species under 
control. Given the proximity to Eccleston Brook the Agency would like the understory to 
be reestablished. The invasive species could then be identified and removed rather than 
mowing the entire area. The Agency stated that the owner could physically remove invasive 
species but could not mow the area near the wetlands. 
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VII. OLD BUSINESS - None 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT
   
 The meeting adjourned at 9:07 PM. 
 
 
 
 
________________________  
Eunice Sutphen, Secretary 
Inland Wetlands Agency 
 
Prepared by Sheila Discordia, Office Assistant II 


	ROLL CALL
	II. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS
	III. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of April 10, 2007 and April 11,
	IV. NEW APPLICATIONS
	V. PENDING APPLICATIONS
	MOTION: To approve the Biscuti Addition application for the 

