
 
MINUTES           

PLANNING COMMISSION 
JANUARY 22, 2008 – 7:00 P.M. 

       TOWN HALL ANNEX – COMMUNITY ROOM 2 
 

 
I. ROLL CALL 

 
Regular members present: Munn, Pritchard, Roper, Sherrard, Steinford 
Alternate members present: Fitzgerald (7:23 p.m.) 
Staff present:   Davis, Murphy, Gilot 
 
Chairman Sherrard opened the meeting with roll call at 7:03 p.m. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of the meeting of January 8, 2008 
 

MOTION: To approve the minutes of January 8, 2008 as written. 
 
Motion made by Roper, seconded by Pritchard, so voted unanimously. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS  
 

 Roper received a letter from the Town Clerk stating that he has been 
reappointed to the Planning Commission.  

 
Staff said he did some research on the “Cool Cities” program that Roper 

discussed at the last meeting. 
 
 IV. SUBDIVISIONS 
 

1. North Woods Subdivision, 1299 North Road (4 lots) – Request for 
extension and set public hearing date 

 
MOTION: To accept an extension to February 26, 2008 and set a public  
  hearing date for the North Woods Subdivision for February 26,  
  2008. 
 
Motion made by Steinford, seconded by Munn, so voted unanimously. 

 
2. Leonard Drive Subdivision, Leonard Drive – Request for acceptance of 

Leonard Drive 
 
  Staff reviewed the recommendations of the Town Engineer and Director 
 of Public Works and recommended acceptance of Leonard Drive. 
 
 MOTION: To recommend the acceptance of Leonard Drive, Leonard Drive  
   Subdivision. 
 
 Motion made by Pritchard, seconded by Roper, so voted unanimously. 

 
  V. NEW BUSINESS 
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1. Report of Commission 
 

 Pritchard said that he cannot attend the CIP Special Meeting next week.  
 

 Roper provided to staff an article from the Daily Real Estate News 
(reprinted from REALTOR Magazine Online) titled, “Survey: People Want 
Mass Transit, Not New Roads”. 
 
 Staff said the Kolnaski School ceremony on Saturday will be at 9:30, not 
9:00.  

 
2. City of Groton referral for POCD update for public hearing on March 

18, 2008  
 

 Staff said a hard copy of the draft is available for review in the Planning 
Department and at the Town Clerk’s office, as well as online on the City of 
Groton website. Staff said there is no executive summary for the document, so 
they will compile some comments for the Commission. The Commission 
concurred that they would like to see how the City POCD complements the 
Town POCD, and to confirm that no conflicts are proposed.  
 
MOTION: To table discussion of the City of Groton referral for the POCD 

update to a future meeting.  
 
Motion made by Sherrard, seconded by Roper, so voted unanimously. 

 
 3. Zoning Commission referrals for March 5, 2008 public hearings 
 
   Special Permit #300, Winding Hollow Road, Cecil Rhodes, Applicant 
 

 Staff explained the referral. The proposal for fill, the septic system and 
Ledge Light Health District’s requirements, and the wetlands violation were 
discussed.  

 
 MOTION: To table discussion of the referral for Special Permit #300, 

Winding Hollow Road, Cecil Rhodes, Applicant, to the next 
meeting on February 12, 2008. 

 
 Motion made by Munn, seconded by Steinford, so voted unanimously. 
 

4. Proposed Zoning Regulation Amendment to Section 7.3-5 (A) (2), Signs 
Permitted in All Districts, Eastern CT Association of Realtors, Inc., 
Applicant 

 
  Staff explained the referral. Staff explained the current regulation and the 

proposed amendment. “Open house” as opposed to “model home”, definitions 
and limits, were discussed. Staff will provide additional information at the next 
meeting. 

 
 MOTION: To table discussion of the regulation amendment proposed by the 

Eastern CT Association of Realtors, Inc.  
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 Motion made by Steinford, seconded by Roper so voted unanimously. 
 

5. Lily Lane Recreation Trail update 
 

 Staff explained the improvements proposed for FYE 09. Staff detailed 
the latest sequence noting that the first phase, under construction, will bring the 
trail easterly towards Haley Farm. Some additional work needs to be done to 
connect Lily Lane to Sutton Park. The Parks and Recreation Department has not 
obtained any grant funding for Phase 2; Phase 3 would connect Haley Farm to 
Bluff Point. The Town will be communicating with the Fort Hill Homes 
neighbors to get public participation, and then make the full connection in Phase 
3. Wetland permitting and stabilization in the field will be required. A coastal 
site plan will be submitted to the Planning Commission in the near future for 
this project.  
 

6. Review of Planning Commission By-laws 
 

 The Commission members briefly discussed several of the Articles in the 
by-laws. The members concurred that there are several areas that need to be 
updated. The Chairman asked for the discussion of the by-laws to be added to 
the next agenda as old business.   
 
MOTION: To table discussion of the Planning Commission by-laws.  
 
Motion made by Sherrard, seconded by Pritchard. Motion passed unanimously. 

   
VI. REPORT OF CHAIRMAN  

 
Chairman Sherrard reminded the Commission members that there will be 

a special meeting to review the draft CIP next Tuesday, January 29th at 6:00 
p.m., Town Hall Annex, in Room 1.  

 
The Chairman also informally polled the members on their upcoming 

calendars. Pritchard said he will miss the first meeting in February. Fitzgerald 
is leaving on February 25th and will miss three meetings. 

 
The Chairman asked staff if there is a timing issue for the bonding of the 

approved modifications to the Senior Center and the new animal shelter. Staff 
did not believe the funding authorized at referendum would expire if not used 
by some date unless it went beyond the normal life of a capital improvement. 

 
Fitzgerald said the Flanders Road Utilities Extension Committee draft is 

virtually complete and the final meeting will be on February 4th.  
 
VII. REPORT OF STAFF  

 
 Staff distributed a Zoning Enforcement update report and a copy of the 
proposed regulation amendment text. 

 
 Staff said the CIP agenda will be mailed to the Commission members 
this week. 
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Staff said the Town Manager, the Public Works Director, Paul Nichols, 
Matt Davis and himself, and perhaps some representatives from the schools, 
will attend the CIP meeting next week.  

  
Staff briefly discussed the “Cool Cities” program, noting that Ledyard 

had accomplished one step of the program. 
 
Staff said the Thames Street Rehabilitation Study Committee had its first 

meeting to evaluate the scope of services. Kane represents the Planning 
Commission on this committee.  

 
Staff said the Planning Department’s budget has been submitted; it 

includes funding to fill one existing vacancy for a building inspector. The 
department recently advertised for contractor proposals for lead inspection and 
housing rehab inspection to assist our Community Development program. 

 
VIII.   ADJOURNMENT
 

 Motion to adjourn at 8:31 p.m. made by Roper, seconded by Munn, so
 voted unanimously.  

 
 
  

Jeffrey Pritchard, Secretary 
Planning Commission 
 
Prepared by Debra Gilot, Office Assistant II 
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