
TOWN OF GROTON 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

AUGUST 3, 2004 - 7:30 P.M. 
GROTON TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 

 
Members Present:  C. Nado, R. Seager, E. Cole, A. German (7:33)  
Members Absent:  R. Keyes, K. Vaughn 
Staff:  P. Vandenbosch, J. Vislosky 
 
Chairman Nado called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.  Seager read the Call of the Hearing as it 
appeared in The Day.  Cole and German were appointed voting members. 
    
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Public hearings opened at 7:34 p.m. 
 
HDC 04-39 – 40 West Main Street; Cindy McClelland, owner/applicant; for installation of 
signage.  PIN #261918319084 
 
Phil Pavone, representing the applicant, reviewed sketches and photos to explain the proposed 
3’x3’ painted wood sign to be installed on an existing bracket.  Trim is proposed around the 
perimeter of the sign and the letters will be carved. 
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were submitted: 
• One photo 
• One sign sketch 
 
HDC 04-40 – 3 Elm Street; Donna Georgens, owner; Robert Georgens, applicant; for 
replacement siding and windows.  PIN #261918206394 
 
Robert Georgens reviewed photos of the house with its missing shakes.  He could not find a 
contractor willing to place the shakes, so he is proposing cedar clapboards. They will be stained 
with clear cedar stain.  Discussion continued on aligning windows and installation of 
cornerboards.  Cornerboards will be placed on every corner except the two front columns and 
will not be installed on the porch or inside corners to maintain a character close to a shingled 
house.   Georgens had a sample true divided light wood  window to be installed.  The frame and 
trim will not be removed.  Most of the windows are six over one and there are two eight over 
one. 
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were submitted: 
• Three photos 
• One plot plan 
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• Window brochure 
 
HDC 04-41 – 98 High Street; Nola Bresse, owner/applicant; for installation of fence.  PIN 
#261918303684 
 
Nola Bresse reviewed photos and a sketch of the proposed naturally stained, 48”-high cedar 
picket fence with a beveled top. The posts will be slightly higher.  The Commission noted the 
fence has appropriate detailing for the house.     
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were submitted: 
• Three photos 
• One fence brochure 
 
HDC 04-42 – 7 Pearl Street; Richard and Beverly Steele, owners; Peter Springsteel, applicant; 
for replacement roof and siding, installation of fence, rear stair railing and lattice panels, removal 
of exterior stairway and replacement of second floor door with window.  PIN #261918318109 
 
Peter Springsteel, representing the owners, reviewed a site plan and photos noting the property is 
bordered by iron fences.  The owners would like to install a salvaged wood, picket fence with 
new posts and a swinging gate at the sidewalk entrance and a double swinging fence at the 
driveway entrance.  They want to replace roof shingles with architectural asphalt shingles.  They 
will strip the gables, dormers and roof and install architectural asphalt shingles on the roof and 
red cedar shingles on the gables and dormers.  The corners will remain.   They want to remove 
an existing stairway used when the home was a two-family home and a second floor door and 
replace it with a matching double hung wood window.  They will not touch the trim.  On the 
north and west sides, they want to apply painted cedar square lattice panels over existing wood 
panels.  The final item is to replace the rear stairway railing system with a simple wood railing. 
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were submitted: 
• One site plan 
• Three sheets of photos 
• One plan of fence and alterations  
           
HDC 04-43 – 105 Starr Street; Peter and Joyce Springsteel, owners/applicants; for construction 
of shed.  PIN #261914333482 
 
Peter Springsteel reviewed a site plan and photos.  He is proposing an 8’x8’ wood shed with 
detailing similar to the existing garage.  
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
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The following exhibits were submitted: 
• Three plans 
• One sheet of photos 
 
HDC 04-44 – 393 Noank Road; Chris and Jen Zingus, owners; Russ Sergeant, applicant; for 
construction of porch enclosure.  PIN #261805177693 
 
Russ Sergeant, representing the owner, reviewed the location of the house and photos explaining 
that it was converted from a two family to a one family home.  The owners would like to in-fill 
the unfinished porch in front.  A roof structure exists and straight walls with vinyl clad awning 
windows and matching vertical board siding is proposed.      
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were submitted: 
• Packet containing photo, site plan, floor plan and elevations 
   
Public hearings closed at 8:18 p.m. 
 
DISCUSSION ON ITEMS OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
HDC 04-39 – 40 West Main Street  
 
MOTION: To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Cole, seconded by German, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 04-40 – 3 Elm Street   
 
MOTION: To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by German, seconded by Seager, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 04-41 – 98 High Street  
 
MOTION: To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness with a stipulation that the fence be 

board picket. 
 
Motion made by Seager, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 04-42 – 7 Pearl Street  
 
MOTION: To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Cole, seconded by German, so voted unanimously. 
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HDC 04-43 – 105 Starr Street  
 
MOTION: To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by German, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 04-44 – 393 Noank Road 
 
MOTION: To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Seager, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. 
 
PRE-APPLICATION HEARINGS 
 
Todd Brady, 12 Water Street, was present to discuss trellises that were installed on the VooDoo 
Grill side of the building.  He thought they were considered landscaping because roses are 
growing on them and that HDC approval was not necessary.  Four, 2’x8’ trellises have been 
bolted onto the brick.  The Commission was concerned with the bolts in the brick, but realized 
there was nothing that could be done and it would not help to remove the trellises.  It would have 
been nice to see the proposal first so they could minimize the number of holes in the brick.  They 
noted that the trellises do look good and are well proportioned.   
 
Todd Brady, 17 Water Street, reviewed preliminary plans for a balcony on the first floor for Unit 
A-7.  The air conditioning compressors have been eliminated and the balcony would be centered 
in front of three windows.  Lattice, shielding six reinforced concrete pipes, will remain.  The 
balcony will match the third floor balcony.  He also discussed removing the right side window 
and replacing it with a bronze aluminum door.  It would be a single door recreating the window 
fenestration, but would have to open in to avoid masonry.  The Commission noted that the door 
should look like a door and suggested transom windows and fixed sidelights.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Staff distributed a notice on Preserving the Past Connecticut license plates.   
 
MINUTES 
 
MOTION: To approve the minutes of July 20, 2004 as written. 
 
Motion made by Seager, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously.           
 
OLD BUSINESS - None 
 
NEW BUSINESS - None 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:55 p.m. made by Seager, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
______________________ 
Amy German, Secretary  
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