
TOWN OF GROTON 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

AUGUST 16, 2005 - 7:00 P.M. 
GROTON TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 

 
Members Present:  C. Nado, E. Cole, R. Seager 
Members Absent:  K. Vaughn, R. Keyes 
Alternates Present: R. Boardman 
Alternates Absent: D. Madden 
Staff:  K. Quinn, S. Discordia 
 
Chairman Nado called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. Cole read the Call of the Hearing as it 
appearing in The Day.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Public hearings opened at 7:03 p.m. 
 
HDC 05-47 – 31-35 Steamboat Wharf; Steamboat Wharf Condo Assoc., owner; Abby Parkinson, 
applicant; install overhang over entrance. PIN #261918401742 
 
Marvin Fried represented the applicants. The front door was replaced and over the years the rain 
and snow etc has damaged the door. They replaced the 2-foot overhang with a 4-foot overhang. 
They replaced three new floorboards. Most of the repairs were like for like. The only change is 
the overhang.  
 
The Commission decided the only item that fell under their ruling is the extension of the 
overhang. The Commission did not see a problem with it. 
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none.  
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 6 pictures 
 
HDC 05-53 – 17 Water Street; Randall’s Wharf Condominium Assoc. Inc., owners; Todd Brady, 
applicant; replace windows, awnings and sliding glass doors. PIN #261918306046 
 
Todd Brady, 17 Water Street, presented a handout with pictures to the Commission. Mr. Brady 
presented a drawing showing what the end result of the replacements would look like. In units 
A-1 and A-9 he would like to replace sliding glass windows with two new bronze aluminum 
sliding glass doors in existing openings. 
 
In unit A-2 he would like to remove the existing sliding glass door and two abutting sliding glass 
windows at 2nd floor and replace with three new bronze aluminum sliding glass doors. 
 
Mr. Brady showed a drawing with the hip dormer on the roof over unit A-1 to accommodate the 
new elevator. 
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Mr. Brady would like to install a new balcony on the 1st floor of unit A-10. 
 
He would like to install two new operable awnings on unit A-7. This is a two piece awning set 
that will sit close together and sit out over the deck about 8 feet. These awnings will be the same 
color as the rest of the awnings on the building. 
 
Mr. Brady discussed installing three new awnings on unit A-11. These awnings are also operable 
and would extend 5 feet over the deck. 
 
Seager didn’t have a problem with anything on the application except for the decks. He felt that 
decks on historic buildings in Mystic are becoming a problem. However, being that this deck is 
only visible from the parking lot and the view is somewhat limited he wouldn’t vote against it. 
Cole and Boardman didn’t have any problems with the application. Chairman Nado did not 
approve of the first floor awning, as it was the only one on the first floor. 
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none.  
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 8 pictures 
• 2 drawings 
 
HDC 05-54 – 2 Starr Street; Richard & Natalie Mully, owners; T.J. Nelson, applicant; 15’ x 8’ 
addition. PIN #261914433653 
 
Ted Nelson represented the owners. The Commission approved a previous addition and this 
would be a 15’ x 8’ addition on to that. Mr. Nelson showed plans to the Commission. This is a 
single floor addition with a hip roof. Also, applying for a pergola over the courtyard. The 
columns holding up the pergola will be 8 inch around.  
 
Mr. Nelson and the Commission discussed the placement of the windows either close together or 
separated and with or without shutters. Seager viewed the windows separated with shutters to be 
less contemporary. There was discussion of changing the level of the addition to bring it down 
7.5 inches giving the applicant more ceiling height and/or window length. Chairman Nado stated 
they could come back for a modification after discussing it with the owners.  
 
Cole stated she approved of the application and the windows separated. Boardman stated that he 
thought the windows close together worked with the house better. He stated the windows farther 
apart made the addition look like it’s from an earlier time period than the rest of the house. 
 
Chairman Nado stated he would approve of the windows being separate. Especially since the 
view of them will be from the river.  
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Seager stated that this application has come around to being more historically correct since it’s 
first application and he was pleased with the end result. 
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 5 pictures 
• 4 drawings with dimensions 
 
Public hearings closed at 7:50 p.m. 
 
DISCUSSION ON ITEMS OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
HDC 05-47 – 31-35 Steamboat Wharf 
 
MOTION: To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Seager, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 05-53 – 17 Water Street 
 
MOTION: To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted.  
 
Motion made by Cole, seconded by Seager, 3 voted in favor, one against (Nado). 
 
HDC 05-54 – 2 Starr Street 
 
MOTION: To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Seager, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. 
 
PRE-APPLICATION HEARINGS 
 
Andy Gross, Facilities Manager for Chelsea Groton Bank, at One Bank Street. The bank was 
totally renovated in 1989. They would like to change the entrance from the upper parking lot to 
the bank and move it to the end of the building. This new entrance will resemble the front 
entrance. The Commission asked that they bring drawings to the public hearing depicting all the 
changes.  
 
Peter Springsteel, representing the owners of the property on Fort Rachel Place. Mr. Springsteel 
laid out a survey and an overlay of a potential driveway, garage and building. He discussed it 
being a Cape with ells coming off the side.  
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Chairman Nado discussed the history of Fort Rachel with local historian Carol Kimball. He 
stated that he had a concern of blasting the rock at the top of the hill and ruining the historical 
value of this site. Mr. Springsteel stated that the boundary goes right through the pinnacle and 
they wouldn’t be able to build near it due to zoning setbacks. 
 
Seager stated he is against building on the site where the Fort once was as it is the only site left 
in Connecticut untouched. Boardman was against building on this historic site and to allow 
someone to build a home on it may obstruct any access to the site as well. 
 
Rod Desmaris, represented the owners of 18-22 West Main Street. Mr. Desmaris started by 
showing diagrams. Mr. Desmaris wanted to discuss the depth of the building and the back 
facade. He showed a to scale drawing of the row of buildings side by side. Mr. Desmaris showed 
the irregularity of buildings along this road and how it looks very jagged.  
 
Chairman Nado stated how the proposed building fits in the neighborhood is secondary to how it 
fits in with the buildings immediately adjacent to it. Brian Navaro, owner, stated that the 
regulations refer not only to immediately adjacent buildings but also to neighborhoods. 
  
Mr. Desmaris went on to point out the dimensions of several buildings in downtown. He also 
pointed out that in the commercial districts the buildings were built right up to the boundaries, 
hence the irregularity in sizes and mass.  
 
Mr. Desmaris showed a drawing of the proposed back of the building. He showed photos of 
different views from public ways to where the proposed building would be.  
 
Mark Comeau, architect, presented a drawing of the back of the proposed building to the 
Commission. Seager asked how far the overhang comes out and Mr. Desmaris said 10 feet and 8 
feet. Chairman Nado was concerned with the overhang and Mr. Navaro stated he didn’t believe 
it was an issue as it is 10 feet high.  
 
Cole stated that this was an acceptable building in this historic district. She stated she didn’t feel 
that the mass was overwhelming either.  
 
Mr. Comeau stated that strategically it is better to stack the decks for privacy. He also stated that 
he has shortened the decks by 2 feet each and brought in the roof.  
 
Seager stated that this building has come a long way and he suggested that it’s time to bring 
colorized pictures of this proposed building. Chairman Nado liked the fact that the dormers are 
split and Seager stated he would like to still see less glass in back and more clapboard.  
 
Cole asked for either a model or a colored drawing. There was discussion of how the 
Commission really needs to see this in a 3-dimensional way to judge the mass and relationship to 
other buildings in downtown. Seager explained that the two previously approved applications for 
this site were presented in this way.  
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Seager stated he still has a problem with the massing and the look of a multi-unit building. He 
stated he needed colored drawings and a 3-dimensional look at this building. 
 
Boardman liked the latest drawing and stated he will go and visually look at the site.  
 
Chairman Nado stated he has a concern with the overall height of this building. He liked the 
simplicity of it. He thought the dormers should be stepped back from the edges of the roof. He 
wants to see more roof and the dormers diminished. There is too much glass in comparison to 
clapboard on the back façade and there are too many porches on the back.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
 
Staff reminded the Commission of the Fifth Annual Citizenship Day Recognition on September 
19, 2005 from 5-7 p.m. 
 
MINUTES 
 
MOTION: To approve the minutes of August 2, 2005 
 
Motion made by Seager, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. 
 
MOTION: To approve the minutes of the Special Meeting of August 3, 2005 with the following 

modification: 
 

1. First sentence of third paragraph, replace “square” with “round” and “round” with 
“square”. 

 
Motion made by Seager, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
There was discussion of Gretchen’s property. 
 
NEW BUSINESS - None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn at 10:12 p.m. made by Seager, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
________________________ 
Elaine Cole, Secretary 
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