
TOWN OF GROTON 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

DECEMBER 19, 2006 - 7:00 P.M. 
GROTON TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 

 
Members Present:  C. Nado, E. Cole, K. Vaughn and R. Seager 
Alternates Present: N. Mitchell 
Staff:  P. Vandenbosch, S. Discordia 
 
Chairman Nado called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and Cole read the Call of the Hearing as 
it appeared in The Day.  
 
Chairman Nado appointed Mitchell as a voting member. 
 
I. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
HDC 06-68 – 19 Gravel Street; Melanie & Todd Drevo, owners; Chuck Canavan, applicant; 
reconstruct a widows walk. PIN 261918412646 
 
Staff stated the applicant has submitted a letter requesting a continuance until the January 16, 
2007 meeting. 
 
HDC 06-69 – 14 West Mystic Avenue; John Hopkins, owner; Yankee Remodeler, applicant; 
replace roof shingles. PIN 261805290156 
 
Karl Bagwell of Yankee Remodeler presented to the Commission. Mr. Bagwell stated the owner 
would like to install asphalt shingles to replace the old cedar shingles. They would like to use the 
color “Old English Pewter”. Mr. Bagwell stated that he was replacing the top portion of the roof 
as the bottom roof has already been replaced with asphalt shingles. The Commission questioned 
whether the shingles were close enough in color to the existing.  
 
The Commission decided on the darker color “Oxford Gray” to match the existing asphalt 
shingles on the lower roof. 
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 3 pictures 
• 1 materials sheet 
. 
HDC 06-70 – 81 High Street; Rod Desmarais, owner/applicant; construct garage. PIN 
261918302416 
 
Rod Desmarais presented to the Commission. He showed the Commission drawings of the 
garage and dimensions. He marked on the drawings 8-12” exposure on the foundation. The 
window is 6 over 6 with a Boston sill. Mr. Desmarais stated that the roof shingles on the garage 
will match the house shingles.  
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The Commission thought the garage would be appropriate to the house.  
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 2 drawings 
• 1 picture 
• 2 materials sheets 
 
HDC 06-71 – 36-44 West Main Street; Jerome Properties, owner; Rod Desmarais, applicant; 
install parking lot gate. PIN 261918319084 
 
Mr. Desmarais presented to the Commission. He showed the Commission a picture of a gate 
control for the parking lot behind the Tift building. He stated that the gate would be 15 feet back 
from the road into the driveway. Mr. Desmarais stated he would paint the gate control the same 
color as the fence behind it. 
 
Vaughn stated she would vote no to the gate control as she didn’t feel it was appropriate to the 
historic district.  
 
Discussion continued on options other than using a gate at the driveway.  
 
Mitchell stated she did not think it would be a big impact on the historic district and would vote 
in favor of it.  
 
Chairman Nado did not think the gate would have a negative effect on the district. 
 
Seager agreed that this gate control would be the best option other than having no gate at all. 
 
Cole wanted to continue the public hearing so she may look at the other gate on West Main 
Street as she had not noticed it before.  
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 1 drawing 
• 2 pictures 
 
The public hearings were closed at 7:50 p.m. 
 
II. DISCUSSION ON ITEMS OF PUBLIC HEARING  
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HDC 06-68 – 19 Gravel Street 
 
MOTION: To continue the public hearing to January 16, 2007. 
 
Motion made by Seager, seconded by Mitchell, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 06-69 – 14 West Mystic Avenue 
 
MOTION: To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 06-70 – 81 High Street 
 
MOTION: To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Seager, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 06-71 – 36-44 West Main Street 
 
Vaughn stated that she wanted to remind the Commission that it is not up to them to solve the 
owner’s parking problems. 
 
MOTION:  To continue the public hearing until the next regularly scheduled meeting. 
 
Motion made by Cole, seconded by Vaughn, 3 in favor, 2 against. Motion was carried. 
 
III. PRE-APPLICATION HEARINGS - None 
 
IV. CORRESPONDENCE  
 
A letter from Transportation Land Environmental Services proposing to construct a new cell 
tower. The Commission did not think it would impact the historic district. 
 
V. MINUTES 
 
MOTION:  To approve the minutes of December 5, 2006 with the following amendments: 

 
Remove under “Alternates Present:” D. Madden (as he did not attend) 
 
Page 2, first paragraph, last sentence; insert after painting, “the balusters and 
railing”. 

 
Motion made by Seager, seconded by Vaughn, so voted unanimously. 
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VI. OLD BUSINESS  
 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS  
 
Chairman Nado handed out a check sheet for keeping track of Historic District violations. 
 
Vaughn and Seager stated they are working on the Historic District brochure. 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:47 p.m. made by Vaughn, seconded by Mitchell, so voted unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
________________________ 
Elaine Cole, Secretary 
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