
SPECIAL MEETING 
MINUTES 

INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 
JANUARY 28, 2011 - 1:30 P.M. 

TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 
                           
                                                                                                                                                         
I. ROLL CALL 

 
Agency: Scott, Sutphen, Block, Ashworth 
Staff: Jones, Silsby 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Scott at 1:30 p.m. 

 
II. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS – None  

   
III. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF December 8, 2010 and December 15, 2010 

 
MOTION: To approve the minutes of December 8, 2010 and December 15, 2010 
 
Motion made by Sutphen, seconded by Ashworth, so voted unanimously 

 
IV. NEW APPLICATIONS 

 
1. Receipt of New Applications – None 

 
V. PENDING APPLICATIONS – None 

 
1. Mystic Healthcare & Rehabilitation Center, 475 High Street, Mystic 
 
 Civil Engineer Alvin Wolfgram summarized the proposal to place all of the main 
electrical service line from High Street underground to the facility. He explained the 
changes he has made since the last meeting, which included moving the underground 
power lines 35 feet from the wetlands. 
 
 Discussion followed about the steep slope and it was agreed that the applicant 
would install check dams in the trench to prevent groundwater from following the 
trench and causing erosion. 
   
MOTION: To approve the Mystic Healthcare & Rehabilitation Center application 

for the following reasons: 
 

1. There will be no loss of wetland or watercourse as a result of this 
activity. 

 
2. The applicant has shifted the work away from the wetlands in 

order to avoid direct wetland impact. 
 

This permit is subject to the four standard conditions and the following 
additional conditions: 

 
1. The Erosion Control Plan approved as part of Wetland 

Application IWA08-09 shall apply to this permit. 
 
2. Two check dams will be in place in the trench to help avoid 

erosion. 
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Motion made by Sutphen, seconded by Block, so voted unanimously. 
 
MOTION: To discuss the Gentry Property application later in the meeting 
 
Motion made by Sutphen, seconded by Ashworth, so voted unanimously 
 
2. Laurel Hill Mobile Home Park, 1042 Poquonnock Road 
 
 Staff explained that the applicant has asked for a 65-day extension. 
 
MOTION: To grant a 65 day extension 
 
Motion made by Sutphen, seconded by Ashworth, so voted unanimously. 
 
3. The Sheep Farm, 245 Hazelnut Hill Road, Jurisdictional Ruling 

  
 Staff explained why two applications are listed on the agenda. The applicant has 
applied for a permit in case the Agency determines one is necessary. If no permit is 
needed, the applicant will withdraw her permit application. 
  
 Joan Smith of Groton Open Space Association stated that GOSA is buying The 
Sheep Farm. She reviewed the parcel and the upland review area on the map. The 
proposal is to demolish a two-story wood-frame early 20th century house, remove the 
in-ground oil tank, remove a wooden chicken coop, mitigate the septic system, and 
install a stone slab over the historic shallow well. Remediation measures will be in 
place if circumstances arise. Smith requested a determination by the Agency that this is 
a non-regulated activity because of the purpose to utilize the land for recreation 
purposes and a natural habitat.  

  
MOTION: To find that the removal of a small shed, the demolition of a two story 

house and the removal of an underground oil tank as described in a 
January 5, 2011 letter from the Groton Open Space Association is a non-
regulated operation as it promotes the conservation of soil, vegetation, 
water, and wildlife under section 4.2a of the Groton Inland Wetland and 
Watercourses Regulations. 

 
Motion made by Sutphen, seconded by Ashworth, so voted unanimously. 
 
4. The Sheep Farm, 245 Hazelnut Hill Road 
 
 Joan Smith submitted a letter withdrawing her application for a permit. 
 
5. Common Ground Subdivision (Lots 2 & 3), 282 & 284 Pumpkin Hill Road 
 
 Staff noted that the original permit approved in 2005 has expired. She reviewed 
the original subdivision plans and spoke about the steep slope. The current owner has 
new plans to develop these lots, which will be further away from the wetlands. She 
added that the driveway has been pulled back and the septic would now be located at the 
back, away from the 100 foot buffer line. 
 
 Jim Chambers of Pequot Development Associates, LLC explained his interest in 
developing these two lots. He stated that both homes will have walk out basements, 
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smaller houses, and driveways will be installed at the front. Approval has been given by 
the Ledge Light Health District and building permits have been submitted. 
 
MOTION: To approve the Common Ground Subdivision, lots 2 &3 application for 

the following reasons: 
 

1. All disturbance is more than 100 feet from the wetlands 
 

2. There will be no loss of wetland or watercourse as a result of this 
activity 

 
This permit is subject to the five standard conditions and the following 
additional conditions: 

 
1. The erosion control plan shown on the subdivision plan approved 

on July 12, 2005 shall apply to the development on these lots. 
 
2. The sediment fences below the septic systems on both lots shall 

be re-enforced with hay bales 
 
Motion made by Block, seconded by Sutphen, so voted unanimously. 

 
6. Gentry Property, 12 Swan Lane, Mystic 
 
 Staff noted that the applicant was not able to attend this afternoon’s meeting. 
She explained the proposal to install the shed and reviewed the new location. Photos 
were presented. She noted that Gentry would still like to cut some trees. The shed 
would be 70 feet from the wetlands in a regulated area on the lawn. 

 
MOTION: To approve the Gentry Property application for the following reasons: 

 
1. There will be no loss of wetlands or watercourse as a result of 

this activity. 
 
2. The shed will be placed in a previously disturbed area of the 

lawn. 
 
This permit is subject to the four standard conditions.  

Motion made by Sutphen, seconded by Ashworth, so voted unanimously. 
 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 

  
1. Election of Officers 

 
MOTION: To elect David Scott as Chairperson 
 
Motion made by Sutphen, seconded by Ashworth, so voted unanimously. 
 
MOTION: To elect Eunice Sutphen as Vice Chairperson 
 
Motion made by Scott, seconded by Block, so voted unanimously. 
 
MOTION: To elect Barbara Block as Secretary 
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Motion made by Ashworth, seconded by Sutphen, so voted unanimously. 
 

2. Weitlauf Property, 27 ½ Allyn Street, Rear, Mystic 
 
 Staff explained that she had a conversation with Ms. Weitlauf, who was not able 
to attend tonight’s meeting. Staff has been given approval to view the property and will 
do so next week. She will report back to the Agency if need be. 
 
3. Report of Chair 
 
 Scott suggested that Agency members keep an eye out for an overage of water 
drain-off, as the snow melts. 
 
4. Report of Staff – None 

 
VII. OLD BUSINESS 

 
1. Completion of Remediation Activities at the former EB R&D Facility, 456 

Poquonnock Road 
 
A report was distributed. 

  
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
  Meeting adjourned at 2:14 p.m. 
 
 
 

__________________________________ 
 Barbara Block, Secretary 
 Inland Wetland Agency 
 
 Prepared by Robin Silsby 
 Office Assistant II  


