
INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 
MAY 11, 2005 - 7:30 P.M. 

TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 
 

I. ROLL CALL 
  

Agency: Scott, Block, Keeler, Sutphen, Williams, Alternates Ashworth and Furlong 
Staff: Jones, Cedio 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:32 p.m.  

 
II. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS – None. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF April 25, 2005 and April 27, 2005 

 
MOTION: To approve the minutes of April 25, 2005 and April 27, 2005 as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Sutphen, seconded by Block, voted 4 in favor, none opposed (1 abstention – 
Williams). 

 
   IV. NEW APPLICATIONS 
 

1. Receipt of New Applications 
    

*  Hickey Subdivision, Briar Hill Road  
 
Michael Scanlon, DiCesare-Bentley Engineers, representing the applicant, explained that the 
parcel is owned by Dick Ceravolo. There are no wetlands on the site, but there are wetlands 
located to the west and south. This application was previously submitted and withdrawn. The 
applicant proposes to create a 5-lot subdivision served by private wells and septic systems. 

  
 MOTION:  To classify this application as a minor application. 
 
 Motion made by Sutphen, seconded by Williams, so voted unanimously. 
 

*  Antonino Property, Route 184 
 
Michael Scanlon, DiCesare-Bentley Engineers, reviewed a plan for a 2-lot division off Route 
184. A house was formerly located on one lot, but burned down a few years ago. The second 
lot has frontage on Tollgate Road, but that frontage is actually swampland. This proposal is to 
put two new houses on this property using a single access driveway off Route 184. The site 
work would include bringing water, sewer, electric and utilities from Route 184, although some 
work will fall within the 50-foot buffer to bring the utilities to this parcel.   

 
 The Agency scheduled a site walk for Monday, May 23, 2005 at 4:00 p.m. 
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 V. PENDING APPLICATIONS
 
  1)  Petri Subdivision, 65 Pequot Avenue 

       
Scanlon, DiCesare-Bentley Engineers, reviewed the plans for a 2-lot subdivision, with 180 feet 
of road frontage on Pequot Avenue and 800 feet of road frontage on Allyn Street. Scanlon 
stated that the parcel cannot be accessed by Allyn Street, as the State has imposed a non-access 
line in this area.  There is an existing house which fronts on Pequot Avenue. The new lot will 
be between the house and Allyn Street. The existing house has a gravel driveway, and an area 
in the back is currently grassy. The proposal would abandon the gravel driveway, and create a 
shared driveway to access the rear lot. Both lots will be served by municipal water and sewer. 
No activity is planned within the 50-foot buffer, but activity is shown within the 100-foot 
regulated area. The applicant would like to maintain the grassy areas that exist currently.   

 
  A letter was submitted from Steen Petri stating his offer to remove yard waste from the 
  wetlands.   
 

Scanlon explained that the applicant has relocated the stockpile area and included dewatering 
details. 

 
 MOTION:  To classify this application as a minor application. 
 
 Motion by Sutphen, seconded by Williams, 4 in favor, none opposed, 1 abstention (Block). 
  

MOTION: To approve the Petri Subdivision application for the following reasons: 
 

1. There is no filling of wetland or watercourse associated with this application 
 

2. The new lot is partially grassed and maintained as lawn and the new house will 
be placed in this area 

 
This permit is subject to the five standard conditions and the following additional 
conditions: 
 
1. The Environmental Planner shall confirm that the yard waste in the vicinity of 

wetland flag numbers 51 and 52 has been removed prior to the issuance of a 
building permit 

 
2. The erosion control plan shall be modified to include the inspection of the tree 

clearing limit line and the erosion control installation. 
 

Motion by Sutphen, seconded by Williams, 4 in favor, none opposed, 1 abstention (Block). 
 
  
 VI. NEW BUSINESS 
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  1)  McFadden, 0 Noank Road 
   

Staff noted that a letter was sent to the property owners regarding the recent activity on the lot 
as requested by the Agency at the last meeting. 

   
Nick D’Alfonso and Mary McFadden stated that they are removing briars and Japanese 
knotweed, and have planted grass where there was bare soil. Staff displayed digital photos of 
the site. Scott questioned the owners about cutting down invasive plants, and asked if they plan 
to file a permit to construct a house. D’Alfonso stated they have appeared informally about 
possible construction.   

 
Sutphen stated that she did not understand that their intention was to plant grass when they 
came before the Agency previously to discuss their landscaping plans. Block stated she did not 
have the impression that the parcel would be leveled. Block questioned where the wetlands 
buffer is. Sutphen recommended the owners submit an application to move forward with their 
plans. Staff noted that a variance is needed in order to shift the house away from the wetlands. 

    
McFadden questioned the right to mow down to the pond, to keep the knotweed at bay. The 
owners have attempted to paint the weeds with chemicals at the recommendation of Rich 
Snarski, but it did not abate the weeds. The Agency did not want to see this area mowed.  They 
suggested selective cutting or pulling up individual knotweed plants. 
 
Staff stated that there is a grassed area adjacent to the road, where brushy undergrowth has 
been removed. Staff suggested that it is best to make application to so it is clear what work will 
be done on the property.  

 
2) Cook Property, 0 Starr Street and 0 Starr Lane 
 
Staff reported that at the last meeting it was noted that there was mowing going on at this 
property on the corner of Starr Lane and Starr Street. Starr Lane is an unaccepted dirt road, and 
the parcel is overgrown with vines and brush. The property owner, George Cook, was present 
to explain the ongoing work.   

 
Cook recently took over ownership of the property. He cleared the vegetation so that he could 
see the topography. He found the stone bridges, which are elevated above the ground. He plans 
to apply for a permit to add gravel or soil to access the bridges, trim the primrose back and add 
more grass. He has cut the brush with a mower in the areas that are not soggy. He plans to 
clean out the watercourse to a depth of 3 feet. He explained that the brook has silted in and 
narrowed, so that it doesn’t drain.   

 
Sutphen stated that a permit is needed to continue with the work, and one should have had been 
obtained for the clearing that was already done.   
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Staff stated that 1950 aerial photographs show that is site was farmed and the watercourse was 
channelized.  

 
Cook will apply for a permit to clean out the silt.  He is still planning on weedwacking along 
the stonewall on the roadside of the stonewall.   

 
  The Agency scheduled a site walk for this property on Monday, June 6, 2005 at 4:00 p.m. 
 

3.  Report of Chair 
 

Scott noted a major fill site on Flanders Road, with an unauthorized entrance. Staff stated that 
both the Planning Commission and Wetland Agency issued approvals for an office building 
and a landscape business at this location. 
 
Scott stated that there is activity on Haley Road, with boulders and logs stored near the 
wetlands. Staff stated that this is the Carrigan Resubdivision which has received subdivision 
and wetland approval. No building permits have been issued. Staff will inspect the site. 
 
4. Report of Staff 
      
Staff informed the Agency that a new driveway has been constructed on the property at 135 
Packer Road through wetlands. The Agency had issued a permit for house and driveway 
construction in 1998. There is no permit for the new driveway. An order to cease and desist 
will be issued by staff. 

 
 VIII. ADJOURNMENT
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m. 


