
INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 
JULY 13, 2005 - 7:30 P.M. 

TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 
 

I. ROLL CALL 
  

Agency: Block, Sutphen, Williams (7:35 p.m.), Alternates Ashworth and Furlong 
Staff: Jones, Cedio 
 
The Agency selected Sutphen to act as Chairperson.  Sutphen opened the meeting at 7:32 p.m. 
She noted that Ashworth and Furlong would sit for Scott and Keeler.  

 
II. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS – None. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF June 20, 2005 and June 22, 2005 

 
Block noted that on page 6 of the June 22, 2005 minutes, the word “moving” should be 
“mowing”. 

 
Furlong noted that in the June 22, 2005 minutes, she only abstained from voting on the May 25, 
2005 minutes. 

 
MOTION: To approve the minutes of June 20, 2005 and June 22, 2005 as amended. 
 
Motion made by Block, seconded by Ashworth, voted 4 in favor, none opposed, one abstention 
(Williams). 

 
   IV. NEW APPLICATIONS 

1. Water Pollution Control Facility, 170 Gary Court 
 

Gary Schneider, Director of Public Works for the Town of Groton, reviewed the history 
of the project and the delays, which resulted in insufficient funds to pay for the project 
as approved by the Wetland Agency and Planning Commission. He explained that the 
expansion of the water pollution control facility includes the addition of two new 
secondary clarifiers, a new aeration tank, sludge pumping station and other supporting 
infrastructure. Another treatment option is now proposed which reduces the impact on 
the wetlands and can be built within the Town’s budget. 
 
Virgil Lloyd, Fuss and O’Neil, explained that the new treatment process, called IFAS, 
(Integrated Fixed Attached Growth System), involves placing small plastic media in 
treatment tanks providing more surface area for bacteria growth. The IFAS process 
increases bacteria action and reduces the size of the new clarifiers.    

 
Mr. Lloyd reviewed the changes to the site.  The plans include one new aeration tank 
and two new clarifiers in the upland review area. A footing drain outlet will be removed 
from Fort Hill Brook and will be placed within the wetland north of the clarifier tanks. 
New water, sewer and electric lines will be installed within the regulated area. An 
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existing driveway will be removed and other supporting infrastructure will be built 
within the regulated area. All caustic material will be stored outside the regulated area. 
 
Mr. Lloyd noted that the previous permit for the site involved work on both sides of 
Fort Hill Brook and required piping to be installed under the brook to connect the 
clarifiers to the aerators. Wetland fill was also required.   
 
The modified design calls for no filling of the wetlands, versus 300 square feet in the 
revised 2001 plan. 
 
Kurt Mailman, Fuss and O’Neil, reviewed the erosion control plan. Erosion control 
measures and best management practices include silt sacks in all the catch basins during 
construction, and an erosion control blanket to reestablish the banks.  A fairly extensive 
dewatering process involving a frac tank, which traps the sediments and filters the water 
before discharge into the brook, is also proposed.  
 
Mr. Mailman stated that the work is to be performed over an 18-month period.  Sutphen 
questioned the construction sequencing.  Mr. Mailman stated that the driveway to the 
administration building would be removed to begin work on the secondary clarifiers. 
The administrative parking area will be used as a staging area for the contractors to 
store equipment and materials during construction. He noted that the construction 
sequence is very detailed, as the plant will remain in operation during construction. 
 
Sutphen questioned the location of the two secondary clarifiers, and asked if one could 
be moved away from the watercourse.  The DEP requirements state that the plans must 
allow for possible future expansion and the area near the aeration tank has been 
designated for expansion. 

 
Staff will coordinate a site walk for any member who wishes to look at the site. 
 
MOTION:  To classify this application as a minor application. 
 
Motion made by Block, seconded by Furlong, so voted unanimously. MOTION 
CARRIED. 

 
2. Delgrosso, Pleasant Valley North Road 
 

Staff reviewed the plans and explained the Agency approved a permit in 2003. The 
permit has expired. 
 
The regulated activities involve installation of water and sewer lines through wetlands 
and work within 50 feet of wetlands in order to build a single-family house. 
 
MOTION:     To classify this application as a minor application. 

 
Motion made by Block, seconded by Furlong, so voted unanimously.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 

 
3. Receipt of New Applications 
 

* Obrey Resubdivision, Route 184  
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Staff reviewed the property location on the south side of Route 184 and noted that the 
Agency had approved a 5-lot subdivision in 2004.  Additional land has been purchased 
and the applicant proposes to reconfigure existing lots and to add an additional 6 lots.   

 
Scott Deledda, DiCesare-Bentley Engineers, explained the reconfiguration and 
resubdivision of lot #4 of the Obrey Subdivision.  The lots will be served by on-site 
septic systems and wells.  Underground utilities will be provided in the right-of-way of 
a new road.  The additional property has two wetland areas.  An intermittent 
watercourse that has no wetland soils or function runs through several lots.  The lots 
will be graded to eliminate the watercourse and to allow the surface water to flow into 
the new road’s drainage system. The regulated activities include grading within the 50-
foot setback.   

 
Sutphen stated that she is concerned about the impact of the diversion on the 
intermittent watercourse.   
 
A site walk was scheduled for Monday, July 25th at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Staff read a notation from a letter written by Don Fortunato, a soil scientist from Soil & 
Environmental Services, Inc., who conducted a survey of this site.  Fortunato stated that 
this watercourse could be eliminated by installing subsurface drainage and filling and 
grading of the channel on this parcel. 
 
Staff is concerned about the nature of the watercourse and is interested in the springs 
and seepage described in the report. 

 
V. PENDING APPLICATIONS

 
1. The Ledges East, 375 Drozdyk Drive 
 

The Agency reviewed their discussion from the last meeting. Williams noted that she 
has not listened to the tape of the May 25 hearing and will not be voting. 

 
MOTION: To approve The Ledges East application for the following reasons: 

 
1. The Agency finds that there is no prudent or feasible alternative to the 

construction of the raised and mat-type boardwalks in that the boardwalks create 
the least amount of wetland disturbance while allowing the applicant to provide 
pedestrian access the east side of the property. 

 
2. The Agency finds that there is no prudent or feasible alternative to the 

construction of the maintenance road in that the applicant has provided 
convincing evidence that this location will create the least amount of wetland 
disturbance and will provide access to a Groton Utility electrical tower and 
access to the recreation area for emergency vehicles.  The Agency notes that 
most of this maintenance road will be constructed on previously filled wetland. 

 
3. The Agency finds that there is no prudent or feasible alternative to the 

stormwater discharge in that the applicant has designed a stormwater 
management system that maximizes the use of stormwater infiltrators, other best 
management practices, and limits the direct discharge of stormwater to the 
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wetlands. This system includes structures that will remove sediment and oils 
from the stormwater prior to discharge to the infiltration system or basin.  

 
4. The Agency finds that the removal of the old spoils pile, regrading the existing 

tire tracks and the replanting of these areas with wetland plants will result in a 
long-term benefit to the wetland.  The removal of the spoils pile will increase 
the flood storage function of the wetland. 

 
5. The Agency finds that the applicant has taken into account the recommendations 

of the Long Hill Drainage Study in designing the stormwater management 
system for this project. 

 
This permit is subject to the five standard conditions and the following additional 
conditions: 

 
1. The alternative grading plan for the recreation area as presented by the applicant 

to the Agency on June 8, 2005 and as included in the June 13, 2005 Design 
Report shall be incorporated into the final site plan.  The erosion control plan 
shall be adjusted to reflect the alternative grading plan. 

 
2. The erosion control plan shall be revised to address excavation and dewatering 

of the parking garage area during construction, and the disposition of the fill on 
the west side of the site. 

 
3. The construction and monitoring specifications outlined in the May 25, 2005 

Sanford Ecological Services report shall be incorporated into the erosion control 
notes and placed on the final plan.   

 
4. A detailed wetland replacement plan for the spoils pile area, as recommended in 

the May 25, 2005 Sanford Ecological Services report, shall be developed and 
placed on the final plan. 

 
Motion made by Block, seconded by Ashworth, voted 4 in favor, none opposed, one 
abstention (Williams).  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
2. Watrous/Kent Driveway Culvert Replacement, 113 and 125 Fishtown Road 
 

Staff informed the Agency that no revised plans have been received. 
  
3. O & C Subdivision 
 

Staff stated revised plans have been submitted, but review is not complete. 
 
4. Machette’s Pond 
 

Staff reminded the Agency that a site walk has been scheduled for Monday, July 25th at 
4 p.m. 
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VI. NEW BUSINESS  

 
1. Report of Chair – None. 

 
2. Report of Staff 

 
Staff distributed 3 copies of a drainage permit issued to the State Department of 
Transportation for routine drainage work from the DEP. 
 
Staff informed the Agency that a referral from the Town of Ledyard regarding land 
north of the Deerfield Subdivision and one from the Town of Stonington regarding a 
daycare on Route 184 will be on the next agenda. 

 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Motion to adjourn at 9:02 p.m. made by Block, seconded by Ashworth, so voted unanimously. 
 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
       Barbara Block 
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