
INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 
SEPTEMBER 28, 2005 - 7:30 P.M. 

TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 
 
 
 

I. ROLL CALL 
  

Agency: Scott, Williams, and Alternate Furlong 
Staff: Jones, Discordia 
 

     Scott opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m., and appointed Furlong to sit for Keeler.  
 
 

II. PUBLIC HEARING 
 
  1. Obrey Resubdivision, Gold Star Highway (CT Route 184) 
   
  Williams read the notice of public hearing. 
 
  Staff confirmed that the mailings are in order 
 

Scott Deledda of DiCesare Bentley Engineers represented the applicant and reviewed the 
history of the property. Obrey Subdivision is an approved 5-lot subdivision. There are 2 
wetland areas in this subdivision. A 50-foot setback was established in the originally approved 
subdivision.  
 
The applicant has purchased additional land and has added it to 3 of the original 5 lots. A new 
road is proposed and the lots have been reconfigured resulting in a total of nine lots, seven of 
which are the subject of this application. Regulated activities include crossing an intermittent 
watercourse with a driveway and discharge of storm water.  
 
Mr. Deledda noted the 100-foot development free area along the north and west sides of the 
proposed resubdivision. The lots are served by onsite septic and wells. There are 4-foot 
concrete sidewalks along both sides of the proposed road. There is a bituminous bike path 
proposed along Route 184. 
 
Mr. Deledda explained that stormwater drainage will go into standard catch basins and water 
will discharge into the outlet on lot 9. A water quality basin will be constructed at the outlet. 
The basin is located 50 feet away from the wetlands. He reviewed the design of the driveway 
crossing. The 18-inch culvert is designed to carry 4 times the capacity of storm water than is 
expected. There will be sediment fences on all the slopes and there are stockpile areas 
designated for construction of the road and the lots.  
 
Mr. Deledda stated that comments have been received from staff and the Department of Public 
Works. The Town Engineer and staff requested a different method of storm water quality 
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management. They would prefer to see a grassed swale that would require less maintenance. 
The Town Engineer has asked that the slope on the east side of the new road be stabilized by a 
2:1 grassed slope rather than the 1:1 rock slope as proposed. Mr. Deledda submitted a map to 
the Commission regarding one-to-one rock slope versus a two-to-one vegetated slope. He noted 
that the grassed slope pushes activity closer to the wetlands. 
 
James Cowan, a registered soil scientist and certified wetlands scientist, submitted a letter to 
the Commission. Mr. Cowan explained the physical characteristics of the site. The intermittent 
watercourse is wooded with a mix of wetland and upland trees. There are no wetland soils 
associated with the watercourse. The upper area has some dense invasive species of plants and 
trees. Mr. Cowan stated that 1,782 square feet of fill would be the direct impact of the crossing. 
He recommended the slopes be seeded to stabilize them. The watercourse is relatively low and 
isolated and there isn’t any direct connection to other watercourses. Mr. Cowan stated he didn’t 
see a significant impact as long as the flow is maintained.  
 
Scott asked for the estimated flow volume for this watercourse. Mr. Deledda stated it is 5.64 
CFS and that the culvert could handle a 22.4 CFS.  
 
Williams asked how the stormwater was going to go through the culvert if the flow was diffuse 
as described. Mr. Deledda stated it was depressed in this area so the water would collect then 
flow into the culvert.  
 
Furlong inquired about the line on the plan that shows the edge of excavation and how it 
appears to go through the wetlands. Mr. Deledda stated that this is a pre-existing condition as 
this may have once been an excavation pit. 
 
Williams asked what the plan was to keep people from doing anything inside the wetland 
buffer zone. Mr. Deledda stated they would research this with planning staff. 
 
Furlong asked how close the leeching fields would be to the wetlands. Mr. Deledda stated they 
are further than 50 feet away from the wetlands per the State health code. Mr. Cowan stated 
that this wetland is due to an earlier excavation. 
 
Furlong asked about the no development area and how would it remain development free. Mr. 
Deledda stated there would be no clearing and no grading. Staff stated that the Planning 
Commission could require the 100-foot development free zone in areas adjacent to natural or 
man made nuisances per the subdivision regulations, in this case the existing gravel operation 
to the south and east. 
 
Scott asked staff to find an answer as to who enforces the non-development area. Scott asked if 
there were flared ends on the culvert. Mr. Deledda stated they are concrete flared ends and 18” 
reinforced concrete pipe. Scott asked if a sidewalk was necessary on both sides of the new 
road, especially on the wetlands side. Scott asked if a retaining wall could be put in rather than 
the grassed slope. Mr. Deledda stated they looked into this option, but didn’t see how it would 
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benefit this area. Scott asked what the height of the wall would be. Mr. Deledda stated it would 
be 6 feet high. Staff asked for a drawing of the wall for the next meeting. 
 
Scott asked if they anticipate any scour from the outlets. Mr. Deledda stated that the flow 
would be allowed to disperse out to prevent scour. Scott asked if they anticipated any oil on 
these roads. Mr. Deledda stated they have regular storm water basins. Mr. Deledda stated they 
were going to look at alternate methods to improve water quality. 
 
Furlong asked if the driveways would be impervious. Mr. Deledda stated any driveways over 
10% in grade will be impervious.  
 
Scott asked they bring back exactly what the changes to the stormwater system will be to the 
next meeting, including a maintenance schedule. 
 
Scott stated the silt fence may need to be reinforced with hay bales, as some areas are quite 
steep. 
 
Furlong asked if they were including the proposed subdivision and Route 184 when calculating 
the figures for stormwater drainage and Mr. Deledda stated they were. 
  
Staff stated that the Planning Commission had no comment. The Conservation Commission 
will be looking at this application next week. Staff stated that they were still examining the 
stormwater drainage issues.  
 
Williams noted that there is no buffer to the intermittent watercourse proposed on lot 7. 
 
MOTION:   To continue the public hearing for Obrey Resubdivision, Gold Star Highway, (CT 

Route 184) until the next regularly scheduled meeting on October 12, 2005. 
 
Motion made by Furlong, seconded by Williams, so voted unanimously. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS – None. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF August 24, 2005 

 
  MOTION:    To approve the August 24, 2005 minutes. 
 

Motion made by Williams, seconded by Furlong, motion carried 2 in favor (Scott, Williams) 
none opposed and one abstention (Furlong). Furlong noted that she did not attend the last 
meeting. 

 
IV. NEW APPLICATIONS – None. 

 
V. PENDING APPLICATIONS 
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1. Obrey Resubdivision, Gold Star Highway (CT Route 184) 
 
 The hearing will be continued until the next regularly scheduled meeting on October 12, 2005. 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Report of Chair 
 
 Scott has observed that there is no construction entrance on a lot on Pequot Avenue. Staff 

stated they would investigate.   
 
 Furlong asked for average rainfall statistics and staff stated that she would provide some. 

 
2. Report of Staff 
 
Staff reported that the Groton Multifamily appeal has been withdrawn. She also distributed 
several newsletters. 
 

VIII.  ADJOURNMENT
 
 The meeting adjourned at 8:46 p.m. 


