
INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 
MAY 10, 2006 - 7:30 P.M. 

TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 
 
 

I. ROLL CALL 
 

Agency: Scott, Sutphen, and Block (7:37 p.m.) 
Alternates Ashworth and Furlong 

Staff:  Jones, Discordia 
 
Chairman Scott appointed Ashworth and Furlong as voting members. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Chairman Scott stated he received a letter pertaining to the Four Winds site plan from 
Groton Open Space Association. GOSA requested that the Inland Wetland Agency 
reopen the public hearing so that they could address issues that arose from the Avalon 
Bay decision. Chairman Scott passed around the letter for Agency members to read. The 
Agency agreed that they could not re-open the public hearing as they do not have an 
application and there is no mechanism to open a hearing once a decision has been made. 
They asked staff to respond to GOSA in writing. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF April 26, 2006 
 

MOTION: To approve the minutes of April 26, 2006. 
 

Motion made by Sutphen, seconded by Ashworth, so voted unanimously. 
   

IV. NEW APPLICATIONS 
 
1. Marine Science Magnet High School Sewer Line, 155 Thomas Road 
 
Greg Smolley from JCJ Architecture presented the plans to the Agency. Mr. Smolley 
stated this is the first of two applications for the Marine Science Magnet High School. 
The property is the former Spicer Tree Farm. He noted that this application is for the 
installation of a sewer line from High Rock Road to the school site. The State has agreed 
to hold funding if they receive approval to start work on the sewer line. The sewer will 
run on the northwestern side of the road. There is a force main sewer line already in the 
road but the dynamics of it will not let them tie into it so they must run a line parallel to 
it. The Town has plans for a bike path along Thomas Road and they are proposing 
installing the sewer line under this path. The sewer pipe will be 1,100 linear feet. They 
will excavate and back fill the line on the same day. They will not need to store any fill 
on the site for this project. Mr. Smolley noted that a separate application will be 
submitted for the school building once plans are complete. 
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Furlong asked why they could not tie into the existing sewer line. Mr. Smalley stated that 
it is downstream of treatment and the main discharge to the Thames River, therefore they 
cannot tie in untreated sewage. 

 
MOTION:  To classify Magnet High School Sewer Line, 155 Thomas Road as a minor 

application. 
 

Motion made by Sutphen, seconded by Ashworth, so voted unanimously. 
 

2. Mystic Woods, Fort Hill Road & Flanders Road 
 
Harry Heller, attorney, represented Hawthorne Development. This application proposes 
to create 241 active adult housing units in the condominium format. The development has 
frontage on Fort Hill and Flanders Road. Primary access will be on Flanders Road and 
secondary access will be on Fort Hill. There will be public sewer and water to the site. 
They will bring the sewer line up Fort Hill Road to the project. The project does not have 
any direct impacts on wetlands or watercourses. Mr. Heller stated they are not proposing 
any fill in any wetlands, but they will have to conduct activities in upland review areas.  

 
Mr. Heller stated the project has been designed to meet all the 2002 DEP guidelines for 
erosion control. There are 11 wetland areas on the project site and one resource area off 
the site, Fort Hill Brook. Area 1 is a wetland system which is located both within the 
project site and on the adjoining property to the north of Fort Hill Road. They are 
proposing constructing their second access site to the east of Area 1. They will also be 
installing detention and storm water quality basins and they have incorporated two low 
level discharges to Fort Hill Road. Mr. Heller stated that in this design the 2004 Water 
Quality Manual had been strictly adhered to. Most of the basins also have berms 
incorporated for more vegetation and for longer detention time. The Water Quality 
Manual goal is to remove 80% of road runoff solids and the applicant’s goal is to remove 
90% of the runoff solids. Wetland area 3 is located off of the project site and a small part 
will cross into their site.  
 
Mr. Heller noted that the plans propose a trail using wood chips. There will be no 
removal of mature trees in the creation of this path. The only regulated area that will be 
temporarily disturbed is for the installation of a sewer main.  
 
Mr. Heller stated that area 4 is an isolated pocket located in the center of the site. It is an 
area of marginal ecological value and 1,800 square feet in size. Wetland area 5 is a vast 
wetland system associated with the Fort Hill Brook flood plain located in the westerly 
portion of the site. This area is of ecological significance. There is a minimum separation 
of 300 feet and greater from the project site to Fort Hill Brook. Wetland area 6 is located 
in the northwesterly portion of the project site. There will be utility installation and 
walking path to the upper review area. Area 7 & 8 are located in the westerly quadrant of 
the site. Mr. Heller stated they are proposing storm water basins in between these two 
areas. Area 9 is a wetland system located primarily off site with a small appendage on 
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site and there will be no activity near this site. Area 11 is located in the northeasterly 
corner of the site and has two vernal pools. Storm water along the southerly side of our 
access road is being picked up by a swale and it will obtain a long flow path before it 
enters the detention basin. There is a second basin located on the north side of the access 
road which will also accept flow. They have a hydrodynamic separator to filter out 
pollutants. The outflow from this basin will go into an infiltrator biofilter with a level 
spreader which will be located to the north of vernal pool 1.  

 
Mr. Heller stated this project will be developed in stages and a staging plan has been 
incorporated. They will develop the central portion of the site first and it will also include 
the extension of utilities. The primary impact that could occur is from soil and erosion 
during construction and from stormwater discharges. About 90% of the activity they are 
proposing in the regulated areas involves installation of stormwater basins.  

 
George Logan, of Rema Ecological Services stated they have been involved in this 
project for a year. They are trying to keep development as far from steep slopes as 
possible. They did a full ecological inventory and breeding bird survey.  
 
Block noted that the wetland delineations stop at the property lines. She asked the 
applicant to provide an approximate wetland boundary along Fort Hill Brook so the 
Agency can get a better indication of the wetland system in this area. Mr. Logan stated 
that he would take an aerial photograph and delineate how large these wetlands actually 
are and bring it to the next meeting. 

 
Chairman Scott asked if in area 1 they have flappers on the discharge pipes from the 
detention basin. Mr. Logan stated they are flowing downgrade so there is no back flow. 
Chairman Scott asked for specifics on what trees are being removed for the walking path. 
Mr. Logan stated 8” or smaller would be removed for the path, and noted that they would 
have to remove trees for the installation of the sewer line. 

 
The Agency set a site walk for Thursday, May 25th at 10:30 a.m. They will meet on 
Flanders Road. 

 
3. Windward Passage, 20 Polaris Street & Crystal Lake Road 
 
Normand Thibeault, project engineer with CME Associates represented property owners 
Atlas Development and the potential developer Pequot Development LLC. The original 
application for this project was withdrawn over a year ago because the applicant could 
not complete the sewer line design to the Town’s satisfaction. Mr. Thibeault stated that 
Public Works has agreed to an alternative plan which is to have each of the houses on 
individual grinder pumps.  
 
On the northeastern portion of the property there is a wetland. They are proposing some 
significant grading outside the regulated area. There will be erosion control plans in place 
on the slopes. They plan on constructing the roadway in its entirety during the first phase 
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of construction. Mr. Thibeault stated they followed the existing grade for the roadway. 
There will be a storm water infiltration system. Test pits have been excavated on this site 
showing very gravelly soils. All of the piping system will be installed in crushed stone. 
All driveways are going to discharge into the roadway. There will be a 100-foot 
conservation easement from all wetlands. The easement encompasses slightly over 3 
acres. It will be delineated by permanent markers that the applicant will install.  

 
The Agency discussed how much grading would be needed on the site and Mr. Thibeault 
explained that most of the grading was needed to install the road. The Agency agreed that 
their major concern with this project is erosion.  

 
Sutphen asked if they considered shortening Whitaker Hill and moving the homes up. 
Mr. Thibeault will look at this option. 

 
MOTION: To classify Windward Passage, 20 Polaris Street & Crystal Lake Road as a 

minor application. 
 

Motion made by Sutphen, seconded by Block, so voted unanimously. 
 
 4. Receipt of New Applications - None 

 
V. PENDING APPLICATIONS - None 

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. Report of Chair - None 
 
2. Report of Staff 
 
Staff noted that she would like to cancel the June 28th meeting. The Agency agreed to 
cancel the June 28th meeting. 

 
Sutphen noted that she would not be available for the June 14th meeting. 

 
Staff reported that the downspouts at the Groton Shoppers Mart outlet to the pavement 
are from the older portion of the center that was not renovated as part of the Big “Y” 
project. She informed the Agency there is another application coming in and they will 
rework that end of the building. 

 
Staff reported that Mr. Sahin of 95 Flanders Road had contacted her. He would like to 
move some boulders on the property. Mr. Sahin would like to know how close he can 
move the boulders to the wetlands. The Agency responded that any activity will require a 
permit. 
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VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting adjourned at 9:18 PM. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
       David Scott 
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